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ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ DƻŘ 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘǎΦέ 

Daniel 11:32 



Some people know God and live for Him. 
 
God blesses them with powerful success. 
 
Exploit. An act or deed; a feat; in modern 
use, an achievement displaying a brilliant 
degree of bravery or skill. 



Do you know the 
LORD God Jehovah? 



Do you live for Him 
in all your decisions? 



How have you shown 
unusual strength 

for Him? 



What exploit will you 
be known for by 

Sunday? 



What exploits will we 
recount for you at 

your funeral? 



 

And such as do wickedly against the 
covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but 
the people that do know their God shall be 
strong, and do exploits. 

Daniel 11:32 
 



The Maccabees 

The name Maccabee was a personal epithet 
of Judah son of Mattathias a priest of Israel, 
meaning άǘƘŜ ƘŀƳƳŜǊΣέ in recognition of his 
ferocity in battle, though also applied to his 
four brothers and often incorrectly to the 
entire Hasmonean dynasty. 



Judas Maccabee 



Judah the Hammer! 



A Simple Timeline  (B.C. dates) 

526  Nebuchadnezzar took Israel captive to Babylon. 
 

456  Cyrus sent the Jews back to Jerusalem. 
 
323 Alexander the Great died ς four generals ruled. 
 
175 Antiochus IV began reign over Seleucid Empire. 
 
165  Judah Maccabees drives Seleucids out of Judea. 
   
  63 The Romans take Judea and make it a province. 
 

 
 





Antiochus the IV  (Epiphanes) 

ÅAntiochus IV began reign over Seleucia in 175 B.C. 

ÅEpiphanes = ǘƘŜ LƭƭǳǎǘǊƛƻǳǎ Χ or worse, God Manifest. 

ÅEpimanes = ǘƘŜ aŀŘƳŀƴ Χ for eccentric behavior. 

ÅHe sold Jewish office of high priest as political office. 

ÅHe systematically tried to Hellenize (Greekify) Jews. 

ÅHe viewed the Jewish religion as a threat to Seleucia. 

ÅHis embarrassment by Rome in Egypt enraged him. 

ÅOn his way home he savagely attacked Jerusalem. 

ÅHe died suddenly by illness at age 51 in year 164 B.C. 







Who Are the Maccabees? 

ÅaŀǘǘŀǘƘƛŀǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ aƻŘƛΩƛƴΦ 

ÅHe said in I Maccabees he descended from Phinehas. 

ÅHis lineage was from Hashman of Joarib  (I Chron 24:7). 

ÅHis five sons ς Judah, Eleazar, Simon, John, Jonathan. 

Å¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ WǳŘŀƘ Χ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ Χ the Hammer. 

ÅMattathias killed a compromiser and Seleucid officer. 

ÅJudah led guerilla warfare very well to defeat them.  

ÅJudah drove them out and rededicated the temple. 

ÅJohn Hyrcanus of Simon; Hasmoneans until Herod. 








