Let God Be True!

Absolute & Final Authority

July 5,2026 - AM - https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2026/absolute-final-authority-7/

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
| Thessalonians 5:21
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Paul taught appreciation of preaching, confirmation of it, and tenacity to defend it (I Thess 5:20-21).
Bereans did both with Paul’s preaching; Ephesus had done it and found liars (Acts 17:11; Rev 2:2).
The test of any doctrine or practice is by the scriptures of truth (I John 4:1-6; Is 8:20; Ps 119:128).
Prove all things is not feel all things, think, question, or discuss all things; it is test and try by Bible.
And that which is good to be held fast is hardly ever comfortable, popular, easy, or cheap, but truth.
For much more detail about this duty, the reasons for it, and the examples of it, see 5:20-21 ... here.
The only source and proof of truth and wisdom in the world is found in the Bible and nowhere else.
When Jesus was tempted by Satan himself, Jesus answered each time, “It is written” (Matt 4:1-11).
This statement, declaring dependence and loyalty to God’s words only, occurs 80 times in the Bible.
. The similar words, “Thus saith the Lord,” occur 413 times in the Bible, which is God’s words to us.
There was in Israel and there is today a famine for the word of God (Amos 8:11-13; Il Tim 4:3-4).

And as we shall see in the angles that follow, there is much competition and resentment of scripture.
The world is terribly confused about the simplest topics and so are most Christians of 2.6 billion.
Areminder about meeting God should send us humble and sober to the Bible (Amos 4:12) ... here.
We make frequent references to this topic, and we had a couple sermons about it in 2006 ... here.
Moses exalted Israel’s Bible e.g. wisdom, good, righteousness, life (Deut 4:1-10; 6:20-25; 32:45-47).
The greatest gift of the Bible is the revelation of Jesus Christ and the gospel and how to serve Him.
What are the goals here? Reminders to trust, believe, love, obey, bring everything back to the Bible.
What should be the result? Read it more faithfully, love preaching, and think only by it (Ps 119:113).
What an exciting reminder! We have more tools to read/listen and comprehend than any before us.
What a convicting reminder! We each get 1,440 minutes a day (1% is 15 min; 2% is 30 minutes).

With so much time and tools, we should know the Bible better than the many less blessed before us.

Do you love and delight in the Bible like David (Ps. 119:16, 24, 35, 47,48, 70, 77,92,97, 113,119, 127, 140,
143,159, 161, 163, 165, 167, 174)? You should; nothing else is so close to God’s heart.

The topic is very large, and exhausting it would take many, many sermons. Let’s not be exhaustive.

. But let us be as excited and thankful as those in Ezra’s time for hearing and understanding ... here.

Suggested Links:
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Why | Believe the Bible Right Side Up, here Knowing the Scriptures

Why | Believe the KJV Techno Sins God Is Author of Confusion
Only Right Worldview Perilous Times, here Genius of the O.T. Laws

War for Truth Instant Preaching Truth Is Not a Right

The Path of Truth. Rude Preachers Superstition or Truth
Dogmatic Simplicity Simple Truth Test Battle for the Bible ... here
Bring It Back to the Bible Truth Rules of Jesus Information Explosion ... here

The Final Court of Appeals

A. TheBible is not a book of moral, religious suggestions, but a binding, supreme legal charter.

B. God made His word the celestial constitution. Every human opinion, supreme court decision, and
cultural trend is a lower-court ruling to be overturned if it contradicts the Bible (Is 8:20).

C. God’s word is the only judge. When Christians argue over marriage or church order, they act like an
ignorant jury. Bible believers stop the debate, demand scripture, and close the case.

D. God’sword is final. Scripture is not to be wrested. Preachers and Christians cannot rewrite or softly
interpret the text to fit modern culture. The divine law is upheld exactly as written.

Man Increasingly Presumes Ability and Right to His Ideas and Choices

A. We arrive surrounded by lies, with a heart loving lies, and with a diabolical enemy of truth, but God
gave His absolute and final word of truth that can save us from all of it.

B. Lies began in Eden and the sin changed our nature to love lies (Jer 17:9; Rom 3:9-18).
1. Heisthe god of this world that blinds against truth for lies (Il Cor 4:4; Eph 2:1-3).

2. Jesus taught Satan was the father of lies and had His generation of Jews (Jn 8:44).
3. Paul saw the diabolical danger at Corinth that is here today (Il Cor 11:1-4,13-15).
4. Men reject truth - the RCC - so God sends strong delusion (Il Thes 2:9-12).
5. Our ancestors in the faith won, even if some gave their lies to do so (Rev 12:9-17).
C. The printing press invented in 1455 by Johannes Gutenberg resulted in many books.
1. Constantinople fell in 1453 flooding Europe with Greek manuscripts for the Bible.
2. Solomon’s fear about books became a general issue only recently (Eccl 12:11-12).
3. It has never been easier to print books, but ink on pages with a cover tricks many.
4. For 500 years the poor remnant could not afford to print or had their books burned.
5. Compare books today to the KJV, New England Primer, Pilgrim’s Progress, Foxe.
D. Aninformation explosion, like the Industrial Revolution, used new media to inform.
1. Think: periodicals, phones, paperback books, radio, television, tapes, cassettes, etc.
2. For much more about uninvited preachers by way of information devices.
3. Control of inputs became much harder with many heresies and lies easily available.
4. Anonslaught of noise and lies in our lifetimes is far different from our ancestors.
5

. Isolated, statistically-insignificant events from anywhere on earth are used for lies.

Absolute & Final Authority - letgodbetrue.com - page 2 of 30


https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/2001/why-i-believe-the-bible/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2010/proving-the-kjv/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/2019/the-only-right-worldview/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2021/war-for-truth/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2025/path-of-truth-1/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2024/dogmatic-simplicity-1/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/2006/bring-it-back-to-the-bible/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2014/right-side-up/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2020/right-side-up-1-2020/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2013/techno-sins/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2014/perilous-times-5/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2000/perilous-times/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2003/instant-preaching/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2003/rude-preachers/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2023/simple-truth-test/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2025/truth-rules-of-jesus/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2010/hermeneutics/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/2002/is-god-the-author-of-confusion/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2023/the-genius-of-the-o-t-laws/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/2017/truth-is-not-a-right/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2019/superstition-or-truth/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/2002/is-god-the-author-of-confusion/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2013/techno-sins/

E. The Internet freely connected earth to hear or see anyone, anywhere about anything.
1. Anyone could publish anything for nothing on websites, blogs, videos, Twitter, etc.

2. Without earlier restraints like cost, peers, time, reviews, laws e.g. porn exploded.
3. Every literate false prophet anywhere could make their lies attractive to the world.
4. Questions answered by the Internet will produce a Legion of lies like never before.
5. The change from the previous 6000 years of human history is hard to fully grasp.
F. Now we face artificial intelligence, like most inventions, can be useful or dangerous.
1. The power of Al, increasing daily, can be a useful research tool, even in the Bible.
2. It presents lies persuasively by an interactive tool more and more think infallible.
3. It can easily replace prayer and wisdom with its endless suggestions and dialogue.
4. Al'will get more common; Elon Musk and others would like chips in your brain.
5

. Evenif Alis limited to the KJV, it does not have the Spirit or our hermeneutics, and
unless restricted to our website, it will offer worldly false interpretations. It does not want to use the
KJV if possible; it cannot figure out Hebrews 4:12, etc.

G. Atthe same time human pride at all levels is allowed and flattered to make little gods.
1. Education is now asking infants their opinion; polls and surveys flatter all kinds.
2. Self-love is the greatest love, self-esteem the greatest need ... fueling self-opinions.
3. Medicine and politics encouraged god complexes, but now most persons have one.
4. The benefit of general ignorance in some ways humbled man and allowed for God.
5. Social media, phones, constant communication flatter for opinions. God forbid!

H. The simple pointis human thought is exalted; reasons and details could be multiplied.
1. Christians know Satan, the father of lies, directs human ideas (Jn 8:44; Eph 2:1-3).
2. Christians do not face physical persecution but rather a Legion of very popular lies.
3. They need what Paul did, ripping down human ideas against God (Il Cor 10:4-5).
4. They need to do what Paul taught, proving all ideas by the scriptures (Acts 17:11).
5. God’s directive: heretics must be rejected (I Tim 6:3-5; Rom 16:17-18; Tit 1:9-11).

I. The Bible warns about dangers in the apostolic time and worse coming after us today.
1. The Spirit expressly foretold the Legion of lies from Rome’s brothel (I Tim 4:1-6).
2. Perilous times reject sound doctrine to learn without truth (Il Tim 3:7,13; 4:3-4).
3. False information corrupts doctrine, and there has never been more (I Cor 15:33).
4. Christian books, blogs, websites, seminars, streaming church services are all over.
5. Pastors must oppose human opinions and worldly ideas (Jer 8:9; | Cor 3:19-20; Il Cor 10:4-5; |
Tim 4:7;6:20-21; Il Tim 2:16-18,23; 3:16-17; 4:2; Titus 1:14; 3:9).

J. Where are we today? We are presented with lies and heresies in every form all day.

1. Anything you read or hear, no matter the source, will likely have subtle or not lies.

2. Man’signorance and delight in perverse confusion of all things is all around us.
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3. Isthere absolute truth, or is absolute truth only your opinions against others’ ideas?

4. Is there final truth, which cannot and does not change, and where can it be found?

5. There is one main protection and cure - love, believe, obey, and enforce the Bible.
K. Our God Jehovah is the Author of Confusion, and we love Him for it in all its aspects.

1. Trusting the sovereign providence of God in general means lies are under His rule. Radical language
differences and more are by Him confounding men (Is 29:9-16).

He sends strong delusion for men to believe lies and be damned (Il Thess 2:9-12).
We add Israel’s infanticide and Europe obeying popes (Ezek 20:25-26; Rev 17:17).

For much more detail and many proofs of God’s confusion of foolish men.
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We must hold the Bible as the only criterion of truth and prove all ideas by it alone, and we can have
the truth confidence of Elihu and the fellowship with God of David.

Man’s Thoughts, Yours or Others, Must Be Rejected

A. Man’s thoughts are vain and worse; they must be rejected internally and externally (Jer 17:9; Ps 94:11;
139:23-24; Rom 1:21-22; 1 Cor 1:18-21; 3:18-20; Il Cor 10:4-6).

David hated lying vanities of man’s thoughts (Ps 119:104,113,128,163; 31:6; 101:3).

Lady Wisdom and Jonah told painful results of man’s thoughts (Prov 8:36; Jonah 2:8).

Thinking ... is not the way to truth; your thoughts are from depraved ignorance at best.

Impossible ... is man improving on God’s thoughts (Ps 33:10-11; Prov 19:21; 21:30).

Intellectualism ... is for blind Greeks, but not Christians (I Cor 1:22-24; Acts 17:32).

G m m O O @

Mushy thinking ... knows the Bible only in general terms and thinks love rules all, or chooses one side of
the Bible and thinks loves rules all, when there is much more.

H. Black-or-white thinking ... uses Bible sound bites without right division, mercy, or wisdom, and judges by
the appearance rather than righteous truth of the matter (Jn 7:24), which reduces confidence in the Bible
by the unmerciful and harsh use of it.

I. Woke thinking ... is popular fantasies against authority, roles, judgment, tradition, etc. It
is compromise for softness to make all feel warm and fuzzy and put above doctrine.

J. Feelings ... are powerful, but usually sinful lusts; no feeling has improved the Bible or interpreted it. Your
feelings must be ruled by faith and right Bible hermeneutics.

K. Intuition ... is feelings by a deceitful and very wicked heart (Prov 12:15; 16:25; 21:2).

L. Peer pressure... others expect or demand you adjust and bend to think like them rather than God, but
the most dangerous are fine Christian people holding heresies ... here.

M. Doubt... thisinternal fear lacks confidence in beliefs, which must be in the more sure word; boldness in
faith and scripture only grows by diligent learning and frequent use.

N. Testimonials ... which are the imaginations and unproven opinions of
others, are deceitful many different ways (Jer 44:15-19); Ponzi schemes deceive many by them.

0. Popularity ... is proof of error, for truth is a minority (Luke 6:26; 16:15; Matt 7:14).
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Great men ... of worldly reputation are not the measure (Job 32:6-10; Ps 119:98-100).
Friends ... are tried by God’s word, no matter how dear (Deut 13:6-11; Il Sam 13:3).
Family ... these dearest relations are a great danger to truth (Luke 14:25-33; | Pet 3:6).
Parents ... are first teachers you meet, and are fallible (I Sam 20:30-33; | Kings 15:13).

Fear ... can be a snare, so you must not care what others think (Pr 29:25; Jn 12:42-43).
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Studying ... by a weekend warrior is risky in comparison to a pastor (Il Tim 2:15,23); searching scripture
to confirm is one thing; searching to resist is another (Is 29:20-21).

V. Reasoning ... is not the way to truth, by yourself or with others, we need revelation; God has His secret
things, but He revealed all truth we need in the Bible (Deut 29:29).

W. Women ... can besilly, vulnerable to wrong thinking (Il Tim 3:6-7; | Tim 2:11-15).

False Bibles and Ancient Languages Seek to Replace the KJV

A. Multiplying versions ... destroy word confidence and flatter men to pick their favorite
1. One-word arguments used by our Lord and His apostles are hardly considered.

2. When you hear paraphrase or dynamic equivalence, you have left God’s words.

3. With computer programs, they can pick favorite sound bites from many versions.

4. Use the NKJV for presumptive printing and for its many internal problems ... here.

5. We trust the KJV as His words in English by spiritual and scriptural factors ... here.
B. Ancient languages ... steal Bible authority and confidence, like Rome’s use of Latin.

1. Most Christians do not know any Hebrew or Greek, so are at the mercy of pastors.
Very few pastors, even seminary graduates, do not know the languages very well.
There are no “originals,” though they are praised, so why “original” languages?
The two idols, Vaticanus and Sinaiticus, have a Legion of errors of several kinds.
Hebrew or Greek manuscripts have errors in them or in their translation to English.
Which version will you pick of the two languages? There are many like in English.
Why not trust God’s promise of preservation and providence to find the scripture?

Expose Hebrew by Exodus 12:40; Il Sam 21:19; Il Kings 8:26 cf. [l Chron 22:2; | Sam 13:1; Gen 22:17 cf.
Gal 3:16; Il Sam 15:7; Job 32:15-16; Proverbs Babel.

9. Expose Greek by Mark 1:2; John 1:18; 5:4; Acts 8:37; Heb 2:16; 3:16; | John 5:7.
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False Criteria for Truth - Temptations to Compromise by Christians
A. Results ... do not prove truth; they can be judgment (Nu 20:7-11; Pr 1:32; Matt 26:22).

B. Peace...is no proof of truth, which heretics claim when they reject accountability; Jesus promised His
religion would at times have a sword, not peace (Matt 10:34-37).

C. Tradition ... trusting previous generations or habits is folly (Matthew15:1-9; Col 2:8).

D. Conservative ... is not truth; think teetotalers; the Pharisees were strictest (Acts 26:5).
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Moderate.. . is truth for human conduct, but it does not apply to God’s truth (Phil 4:5).
Expedient ... is political, proper, peaceful, but it does not prove truth (Luke 3:18-20).
Safe ... avoids danger, but the truth may bring danger (Dan 3:16-18; Matt 13:20-21).
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Laws ... may be passed against truth, but we must obey God (Dan 6:1-10; Acts 5:29).

Size ... the truth will always be small, so reject big churches (Heb 11:7; Luke 12:32).
Political ... is not the rule; you may have to be incorrect (I Kgs 22:13-14; Acts 24:25).
Cost ... is not a matter to avoid, for God measures love by it (Matthew 13:22; 22:5).
Comfort ... is not a truth test, for truth may not be comfortable (Matt 8:20; Il Tim 2:3).
Ease ... is not a measure of truth, for afflictions are part of truth (Ps 34:19; Il Tim 1:8).
Accountability ... is not a thing to avoid, but to embrace (I Thess 5:14; Heb 3:12-13).
Freedom ... to do your own thingis not Christ, for He chose churches (Heb 10:23-25).
Signs/Miracles ... are for blind Jews, but not Christians (I Cor 1:22-24; Deut 13:1-5).
Hypocrites ... exist in every church, including Jesus’ apostles (Jn 6:70; Phil 3:17-21).
Persecution ... is not fun, but the truth may bring it (Galatians 6:12; | Thess 2:14-16).
Enemies ... are not fun, but the truth may bring them (Rev 12:11,17; Galatians 4:16).
Youth programs ... is how many today look for a church, though the Bible has none.

Extra activities ... are softball teams and other distractions, though preaching is best.
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Love ... as a first and crucial default, when holiness and truth define love and hate, and love without hate
of its opposite is no Bible love, and love cannot compromise truth.

=

Balance.... is a complaint by rebels that will not accept the Bible’s extreme positions when compared
to worldly Christianity, but we will only accept Bible balance that is found by preaching the
word dogmatically, which balance exposes modern heresies.

X. Entertainment ... is most preaching today with anecdotes, illustrations, jokes, etc., rather than
the crucial mandate for perilous times, Preach the word (Il Tim 4:3), to be done intensely and
authoritatively to demand repentance, discipleship, and separation.

Y. Alternative worship ... is the current trend of 75-minute music shows with Bible chat, which by its
popularity causes Christians to doubt the Bible’s call for barking dogs to use the Bible like a fire and
hammer and wage war with their hearers like Paul.

Z. Liberty ... is freedom God allows for individual consciences in things He does not care about and do
not violate scripture. Only in these are opinions allowed (Rom 14:1-6).

The Protection Against Human Heresies Is the Bible

A. Absolute = Free from all imperfection or deficiency; perfect. Its divine origin gives it God
Jehovah’s perfect wisdom as the only One with the right to define things, issue commands, and
arbitrate differences. It has ultimate jurisdiction for all spiritual and moral issues, being the only
perfect measure and rule for righteousness, truth, wisdom. It is as relevant today as it ever was, when
rightly divided. It has no errors or faults.
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B. Final=Nothing to be looked for. Not to be undone, altered, or revoked; conclusive. It is complete and
self-sufficient, containing all that is needed for salvation and godliness, without additional revelation. It
isimmutable and eternal - the standard for righteousness, truth, and wisdom not subject to cultural
shifts or human opinion. It is not balanced or blended with man’s ideas or opinions. No man can add
anything toit.

Job 32:6-14 ... young men with an inspired Bible can know more than very great men.

Psalm 12:6-7 ... its words are pure by providential purifying and preservation forever.

Psalm 119:89 ... the divine library sent down from heaven is settled, sure, and final.

Psalm 119:98-100 ... His words are leverage over enemies, teachers, and the ancients.

Psalm 119:113... the thoughts of man are vain, and they are hated by Bible believers.
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Psalm 119:128... the rule and standard of truth, and all other opinions are to be hated.

Proverbs 30:5-6 ... each word of the Bible is pure; nothing should be added to them.
Isaiah 8:20 ... the measure of truth and wisdom, and other opinions are total ignorance.
Isaiah 34:16 ... read and learn, for God’s written promises and prophecies cannot fail.
Jeremiah 23:28-32 ... faithful pastors use God’s word to destroy lies of false pastors.
Matthew 5:18-19 ... even tiny details and least commands are to be kept and taught.
John 10:35 ... it cannot be broken, and each word is precisely the word God intended.
Acts 17:11 ... noble duties are to readily receive preaching and confirm it by scripture.
Romans 3:1-4 ... the oracles of God are true regardless of unbelief, and all men liars.

[ Tim 6:3-5 ... denying Bible words and doctrine is pride, ignorance, perversity, etc.

Il Tim 3:13-17 ... His book for pastors to be perfect and profitable for truth and good.
[I Tim 4:1-4 ... faithful pastors must intensely preach the Bible against popular fables.
| Peter 1:25 ... it endures and stands forever; it is final and to be preached confidently.
[l Peter 1:19 ... more sure and trustworthy than God’s voice and to be exalted as light.

Rev 22:18-19 ... adding to or taking from God’s words gets His very severe judgment.
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There are other verses defining, exalting, and applying God’s word as the absolute and final authority,
but these twenty were chosen as excellent examples of the rest.

The Glory of the Divine Library (Psalm 19)

The natural creation, both day and night, in all languages and dialects, plainly declares the existence

and glory of God to the whole world, so that mankind is without excuse (Ps 19:1-6; Rom 1:19-21). But

the pages of the Bible are far better and provide man with value and pleasure by perfect truth and wisdom for
all aspects of knowledge and life.

A. The Bible is perfect - without error or contradiction and entirely right and wise about every topic it
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addresses.

B. The Bible is perfect - unlike the limited perfection of man’s best efforts, for it is exceeding broad (Ps
119:96).
C. It converts the soul - it teaches men to turn from bad and false thinking and living to pure truth and

wisdom.

D. It converts the soul - it changes men’s lives by redirecting them from selfish sinning to godly and
right living.

A. The Bibleis sure - it is unshakeable, reliable, and trustworthy content, and it never fails or
changes over time.

B. The Bibleis sure - its historical facts, prophecies, and promises are fully accurate and completely
dependable.

C. It makes wise the simple - it gives spiritual insight and practical understanding to those lacking them
before.

D. It makes wise the simple - it provides the full scope necessary to advance in knowledge beyond all wise
men.

A. TheBible is right - its specific rules and guidelines point people down the precise path of truth and
fairness.

B. The Bible is right - it perfectly reveals God’s holy character and standard, making it totally free
from errors.

C. Itrejoices the heart - it fills a believer’s soul with gladness, true comfort, deep satisfaction, and lasting
peace.

D. Itrejoices the heart - it provides countless thrills by genius laws, incredible miracles, fulfilled prophecies,
etc.

A. The Bible is pure - its words are perfectly clean and unmixed with any human sin, error, lies, or
selfishness.

B. The Bible is pure - it shines with holy light, untainted by the changing moral compromises of human
culture.

C. Itenlightens the eyes - it corrects spiritual blindness, allowing people to clearly see truth, duty, and the
future.

D. Itenlightens the eyes - it opens whole new vistas of perspective to give the soul new insight unknown
before.

A. The Bible is clean - it promotes pure reverence for God that cleanses a man’s motives and lifestyle from
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sin.
B. The Bible is clean - it contains absolutely no moral imperfections, evil corruption, or spiritual filthiness.

C. Itendures forever - its timeless principles and eternal relevance will never grow old, expire, or pass
away.

D. It endures forever - its foundation for life and true wisdom will secure a man in this life and in the next.

A. The Bible is true - God’s decisions and verdicts are right, match reality perfectly, and never cheat
anyone.

B. The Bible is righteous altogether - every verse is totally fair and just and entirely unified in its perfection.
C. Itiscompletely dependable - unlike all human court systems, it has no lapses, loopholes, bias, or errors.

D. Itis perfectin all moral respects - identifying what can and should be done for ultimate fairness and
justice.

A. The Bible is very valuable - its spiritual truth is worth more than the best earthly things money can buy.
B. The Bible is very desirable - all wise souls crave its eternal riches more than any miser craves pure gold.

C. It offers permanent wealth - material riches easily perish, but the treasure gained from Scripture lasts
forever.

D. It offers riches of a greater and higher order - an heritage far above any earthly estate and thrilling the
soul.

A. The Bible is pleasant - reading and meditating on God’s words brings delight and pleasure to man’s soul.

B. The Bible is delightful - it satisfies the soul with fulfillment better than nature’s finest foods satisfy the
body.

C. It brings nourishment - God’s truth has no negative aspects, bringing health and joy to the heart and
mind.

D. It brings pleasure - like apples of gold in pictures of silver, the Bible has the sweetest solution for all
matters.

A. The Bible gives warning - it identifies hidden dangers, moral traps, and spiritual pitfalls along life’s
journey.

B. The Bible protects God’s servants - it is a hedge to keep believers from ruining their lives by foolish
choices.

C. It gives clear direction - telling hearers what to avoid to escape painful consequences and
God’s chastening.

D. It exposes hidden dangers - for its Author knows the end from the beginning and advises about unseen

Absolute & Final Authority - letgodbetrue.com - page 9 of 30



risks.

A. The Bible demands action - hearing or knowing God’s words is not enough; blessing comes by obeying
them.

B. The Bible brings reward - obeying Scripture results in a blessed life, a clear conscience, and eternal
treasures.

C. The reward is certain - God liberally pays rich dividends of favor and success to any who submit to His
word.

D. Thereward is great - no earthly gain or honor can come close to God’s personal affection
and promotion.

A Sample of Errors from Neglect or Careless Use of Scripture
Infant baptism has no Bible basis at all, yet is dearly practiced by 90% of “Christians.”

Pouring or sprinkling has no Bible basis at all, yet is practiced by 85% of “Christians.”
Ruling or teaching elders (not bishops or deacons) lead churches without Bible basis.
Teetotalism is taught and enforced as a sacred rule with the Bible teaching opposite.
Jewish fables of national conversions, taking the land, and a third temple in Jerusalem.
Women are allowed more and more freedom to teach, preach, and pastor churches.

Sodomy, same-sex marriages, and transgender confusion is allowed and defended.
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Nearly total ignorance prevails of 70 A.D. and the many prophecies it totally fulfills.

Many churches consider the Great Commission their mandate and reason to exist.

The “word of God” in Hebrews 4:12 is assumed to be the Bible instead of Jesus.
Apostolic gifts are promoted far and wide with gibberish and confusion very popular.
Sacramentalism is practiced to varying degrees by granting grace through ordinances.
Super-church organizations above the local church are promoted and obeyed by some.
Loud music, visible instruments, nightclub-type songs are much of church services.
Youth programs, coffee studies for gals, gymnasiums, and such not found in the Bible.
Devotional chats replace thundering Bible preaching from just a few decades ago.

Soft lines barely exist for versions, holiness, doctrinal truth, separation, discipline, etc.
Church discipline of the Bible kind with appropriate shunning hardly exists anywhere.
Accountability for conduct outside services is basically gone as such is too draconian.
Dogmatism for salvation doctrine, personal sanctification, prophecy, etc. hardly exists.
Authority in all five spheres is compromised far below the level of Bible enforcement.

Holiness and sacrificial discipleship and separation from heretics is hardly mentioned.

=S < A4vw®mO WO zZ XX - X

The Old Testament is thought an inferior religion, but it was not morally or nationally.
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Decisional regeneration or salvation is hyped and praised with gimmicks of the flesh.
Reverence and godly fear for worship and life is considered a false O.T. extreme.

Strict separation from the world in attitude, lifestyle, spirituality, etc. are nearly gone.
Christ’s sonship is very important, but 99% hold eternal generation and begotten god.
Widespread use of the Apostles’ Creed is of a document and heresies they never saw.
Various millennial heresies promote getting into politics or more military aid to Israel.
Baptist history is corrupted to leave the world without Baptists for 1600 years. Wrong.
Two ordinances for Baptists copies the RCC reduction of sacraments by Protestants.
Street preaching is folly, brings reproach on Christians, and was condemned by Jesus.
Any Jesus different from the Bible details about Him is another Jesus to be rejected.
The Holy Spirit is either neglected or distorted; few appreciate His many ministries.
The controversy of Jehovah or Yahweh, casting doubt and confusion on the KJV.

The Johannine Comma is the best example but other verses are altered or missing.
The Israel of God is not understood - not all Israel is of Israel - to promote the Jews.
Reprobation is a real word, a real concept, and a real doctrine, hated by most all.
Instrumental music, a part of the infantile O.T. worship, are exalted in N.T. churches.
Fake healing and tongues and false prophecies, barking revivals, and devilish insanity.
The Man of Sin, little horn of Rome (Daniel 7), and beasts of Revelation are confused.
Foot washing is done by Rome and even Baptists that do not rightly divide the word.
Secret societies are allowed by most, with the SBC a very large portion of the Masons.
God’s love is taught as a necessity of nature and offered frivolously like cheap candy.
Unconditional love, self-love, self-esteem are assumed against scripture and reason.
Baby dedications and quasi-infant baptism are assumed to be right, good, precious.
Marriages with unbelievers, alteration of roles, easy divorces are allowed or taught.
Man’s free will is worshipped and total depravity denied to corrupt God’s grace.
Hellis hardly ever preached or preached against in a rush to consider universalism.
Judging heresies and naming heretics is hardly done except against Bible believers.
Holidays whitewashed by Rome are practiced with great passion against the Bible.

Righteous ethics are lost either by black-or-white rules or follow-your-heart insanity.

Fallacies of Human Presumption Must Be Condemned and Corrected

A.

B.

God gave man intelligent, rational existence, able to analyze things internally, but his heart is deceitful
above all and desperately wicked (Jer 17:9; Rom 1:19-27; 3:9-19). Total depravity does not
deny human intelligence, but condemns all internal motives.

Much learning the last 200 years did not yield righteousness, truth, and wisdom but the
opposite - rebellion, confusion, folly (Rom 1:22-32; | Tim 6:20-21; Il Tim 3:6-7). Simple things like capital

Absolute & Final Authority - letgodbetrue.com - page 11 of 30



punishment, opposite-sex marriages, child training are lost.

C. Advances and inventions simply find what always existed; literacy for most is a blessing of witty
inventions; conveying the information explosion to all makes most learning accessible; Al provides the
ultimate search engine. But Satan and truth are still at war, and only by trusting the Bible above all can
you be saved from his lies.

D. Thisis not merely anecdotal or historical, for Paul foretold perilous times with deceit getting worse and
worse, and his main fear was Christian compromise (Il Tim 3:13).

E. He owes truth to no one, for we chose a lie in Eden, and our race continues to do so; He has holy right to
give us what we chose and choose and to confuse the rebellious.

F. We may agree to disagree in matters of liberty, not doctrine or practice (Rom
14:1-6), for our rule of truth and worship is higher due to our absolute and final authority for it.

G. We are Bible Christians, in that order; we learn about Jesus from the Bible (Jn 5:39); we do not believe the
Bible because we are Christians, for the Bible truly comes first.

H. Keeping your heart to keep your life must keep the Bible’s light (Pr 4:23; Ps 119:105), for there is no way to
keep your heart right except by loving Bible truth and wisdom.

I. Best sellers lists must lie, for the Bible has had 10B copies published in 4k languages; the combination of
all other books of any or every kind have not influenced as much.

J. The order of revelation is like this: creation (Ps 19:1-6; Rom 1:18-21), providence (Jer 14:22; Acts 14:17;
17:27-28; 1 Tim 6:17), conscience (Rom 1:32; 2:11-16), nature (Rom 1:26; | Cor 11:14-15; | Tim
5:8), scripture (Il Tim 3:16-17; Il Pet 1:19-21), Spirit (Eph 1:17-19; 3:14-19), preachers (Pr 29:18; Jer
3:15; Rom 10:14-15; | Tim 4:13-16). Where is Jesus, the light of the world? In scripture (John 14:26; Matt
28:18-20; Heb 1:1-2)! Where is the Holy Spirit? In scripture (I Cor 2:10-14; 1l Pet 1:19-21).

K. Observe that creation, providence, conscience, and nature do not teach much; but also observe that
scripture embodies Jesus, Spirit, apostles, and preachers. Love the Bible!

L. Fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, without which there is no truth or wisdom; for fear of
God beyond reprobates we need the Bible that details Him and His will.

M. Sound bites from the KJV or any version are dangerous unless hermeneutically right, for even if used for
truth, they allow sloppy Bible interpretation that will lead to error.

N. The Bible is not enough. The Bible and a preacher is not enough. The preacher must use internal rules to
rightly divide the word of truth for understanding and salvation (Neh 8:8-12; Malachi 2:1-9; Il Cor 2:17; |
Tim 4:13-16; 11 Tim 2:15; 1l Pet 3:15-18).

0. Whether the magisterium of Rome, or textual criticism of Protestants, or novices using Hebrew or Greek,
or trust of a study Bible or Al, you expose yourself to danger.

P. Interpreting and understanding the Bible needs crucial spiritual qualifications, which if overlooked are an
equal or worse deficiency than being a weekend warrior ... here.

Q. The Bible rightly divided by a preacher is not enough, for he must follow Paul’s rules for preachers to
fully benefit hearers (I Cor 2:1-5; 3:10-15; Il Cor 10:4-6; Titus 2:15).

R. The O.T.is foundational for N.T.; only ceremonial and national laws changed; Paul confirmed the moral
law (Rom 13:8-10); Moses’ national laws are foolishly ignored.
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S. The N.T. needs the O.T. for much doctrine or details e.g. tithing, spanking, marriage covenants, savings,
suretyship, virtuous woman, bestiality, incest, weights and measures, witchcraft and
sorcery, transgender folly, cruelty to animals, usury, etc., etc.

T. Limiting the Bible to religious creeds and public worship is not enough, for it should govern all of life ...
thought, spirit (passion, risk, presumption, bitterness, grudge, zeal), speech, action, relationships,
authority, commission, omission, worship, etc.

U. Many think the Bible a general religious guide, but miss its demand of details, but the God of the Bible in
both testaments is terrible against even minor compromises ... here.

V. If one word is changed, as in modern versions, it alters the Bible’s internal integrity of defining its
words and doctrine and reduces confidence in its authority at word level.

W. Many think any version will do, for any has most truth. But how accurate do you want your GPS for
pleasing God? Within inches or feet? or a few miles? If the trumpet gives an uncertain sound,
who can prepare himself for the battle (I Cor 14:6-11)?

X. Right side up in an upside down world is true, and it is not getting better as basic beliefs and practices
are flushed for insanity (Is 29:9-16; Ep 4:17-19) ... here, here, here.

Y. Novision, the people perish; this is preaching, not a fund raiser, which the Ethiopian eunuch and the
Italian centurion knew or were taught (Pr 29:18; Acts 8:31; 10:6,33).

Z. Heisthe author of confusion to sinners, rebels, scorners, and He is just and holy doing so, and this is the
rule of Christ’s kingdom as well (Luke 8:18; 19:24-26). ... Truth Rules of Jesus, here.

Helps and Suggestions to be a Strong Bible Christian

A. Personal qualifications ... are more crucial than technical rules of hermeneutics.
1. Men must be regenerated with spiritual life and a new man to understand the Bible.

2. Aregenerate man must be illuminated and empowered by the Spirit to understand.
3. Aman must fear God to even begin understanding truth and wisdom in the Bible.

A man must delight in the Lord to obtain understanding of the Bible from God.

A man must obey and apply what he learns in the Bible so he can learn more truth.
A man must ask in prayer for God to grant wisdom to increase his knowledge.

A man must seek understanding and knowledge like hid treasure to actually find it.

A man must be able to take correction, reproof, and instruction to change his life.

© ©® N o 0 A

A man must have godly, noble, and spiritual motives for seeking to learn Scripture.

10. Aman should use His God-given teacher as much as possible by His providence.

B. Obey ... the Bible truth you know to learn more (John 7:17; Luke 8:18; Jas 1:22-25).

C. Celebrate ... the Bible by praising God for neat things you find or review and verbally rejoice with
others about things in the Bible. Nehemiah ordered a huge mirth feast.

D. Intermeddling ... with the Bible is sacrificial use of your 1,440 minutes daily ... here.

E. Learn Elihu ... the little-known truth preacher of the book of Job ... Outline of Elihu, Elihu the son of
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Barachel, Elihu for Young Men, Elihu Exalts God.

F. You ... Do you read it daily? With much love and zeal? Do you talk about it often? Do you bring everything
back to it? Do you press its philosophy and rules on all matters?

G. Read intentionally ... with prayer and focus and meditative consideration to meet with God and learn all
He will show you by doing so in the Spirit (Ps 119:18) ... How to Read the Bible, Not by Bread Alone.

H. lgnoranceis a choice ... for all answers are in the Bible, which a pastor should know, and which all the
tools today can help you find with wise study methods or prompts.

I. Parents...do you control inputs to your children, an evil threat unlike any before, for never before did
children have lies packaged for them to access with or without you?

J. Simple truth tests ... (1) 90% of Christians flunk baptism, but you know it easily; (2) 95% flunk the great
commission, but you know its fulfillment; (3) 95% have no clue about Matthew 24 or the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70 A.D., but you know both; (4) 95% think Hebrews 4:12 is about the Bible rather than Jesus
the Word of God ... here.

K. Jots and tittles ... thee and thou ... Bible details are shown to be important ... Details Count, Do We Need
Thee and Thou? Thy and Thine?

L. One-word arguments build Bible confidence like Jesus and apostles had ... here, Every Word of God.

M. Counseling questions ... Is there a God? Did He write a book? Is that book the Bible? Is the Bible perfect
truth for life? Will you obey the Bible? | have perfect answers.

N. Bible covers everything ... housewifery ... politics ... real money ... relationships ... cause of death ...
music in churches ... marriage roles ... world history ... seven-day week ... welfare gleaning ...
subject/mode of baptism ... weights/measures ... female accessories ... parental honor ... source of
sodomy ...two Adams ... attributes of God ... fulfilled prophecies ... cosigning loans ... treating bad
bosses ... divorce ... alcohol ... child training ... wealth of nations ... ultimate sex ... sex perversions
... gOssip ... etc.

0. Exercise yourself ... apply the Bible to everything you hear or see daily, especially if you are a father; do
anything to learn and retain Bible content, from memory programs to playing Bible trivia to
a commentary or sermon a day (Hebrews 5:12; | Tim 4:7-8).

P. Reality check ... is to consciously think about every positive event and lesson of the Bible as very real and
how it would affect how things are done if implemented today; embrace what the Bible teaches; hate
what God in the Bible hates; love what He loves.

Q. Guard inputs ... and this is much closer to home than avoiding Madonna, MTV, or Mad
Magazine; it identifies and rejects the compromise of Christians about the Bible.

R. Jesus and the Bible ... do not think you are more spiritual by minimizing the Bible to exalt Jesus (the
thought is good, but wrong and dangerous). You cannot know Jesus or grow in Jesus without the Bible.
And you will fall for another Jesus without the Bible.

S. Jesusin the Bible ... is opposite the previous point; since Jesus is the main object of the Bible, it is where
you must go for preaching and reading to learn more about Him.

T. Authority spheres ... greatly affect your life from beginning to end, but the Bible both defines and
applies them in detail, answering many perplexing dilemmas ... Ordinance of Authority, The Christian
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and Politics. How important are they? John the Baptist came to ready people for Jesus by fathers!

U. Are the certain words of truth in your lips to answer questions, for you should advance from infancy to
manhood by exercise in the Bible (Heb 5:12-14; Pr 22:17-21) ... here.

V. Offensive ... sword of Spirit is only offensive weapon; Jesus simply said, /t is written, and you can and
should say something similar by proving all things by the Bible.

Why | Believe the Bible ... is a sermon series proving the Bible is supernatural.
Proving the King James ... is a PPT sermon using the four Fs for spiritual proof ... here.

Knowing the Scriptures ... is detailed hermeneutics for true Bible interpretation.

N < x =

Bible Study Tools ... provides introductory descriptions for most tools but Al.

Conclusion:

A. Consider that the primary emphasis of Psalm 119 is in the obeying and keeping of God’s scriptures.
Paul warned the Jews that boasting in scripture without obeying was profane folly (Rom 2:17-25).
Do not treat the Bible as a good luck charm like the Jews foolishly did the temple (Jeremiah 7:1-15).
It is not enough to read the Bible, or even comprehend the Bible, but rather apply the Bible to life.
It is not enough to hear the Bible, or even love its preaching; you must be a doer of it (Jas 1:21-25).
It is not enough to say you know or love God without obeying His commandments (I John 2:3-6).

You must read the Bible every day and absorb its history, doctrine, commandments, and judgments.

T o m m O o W

You must meditate on it and/or memorize it to be hid in your heart for obedience and for testifying.

Every father and grandfather should always address every issue with this: What does the Bible say?

J. Itis aterrible shame when men do not grow and become the teachers they should be (Heb 5:12-14).

Below are two documents. A sermon outline from 2006. A website
document from 2001.

This sermon was preached in 2006 with similar content to that above.

Bring It Back to the Bible!

“Therefore | esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and | hate every false way.”
Psalm 119:128

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in
them.”
Isaiah 8:20

“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”
Acts 17:11

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”
| Thessalonians 5:21
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“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”
Il Timothy 3:16-17

Introduction:
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The only source of truth and wisdom in the world is found in the Bible and nowhere else. Glory!

We are Bible Christians, and the Bible precedes and makes possible the Christianity. Do you know it?
All questions and problems are answered in the Bible, but you must know it and do it, respectively!
Every question and every problem must be approached and solved by bringing all back to the Bible.
The Bible has the answers. Instead of fretting, worrying, or talking about dilemmas. Go to the Bible!
Every father in every home should face every issue with these words: “What does the Bible say?”
The flesh, the world, and the devil want you to look elsewhere, but you must go back to the Bible.
There are no purpose-driven substitutes that can come close to giving you the wisdom of God’s word.
No matter who ... no matter what ... or when ... or where ... bring everything back to the Bible!

Do not get distracted with opinions, history, results, numbers, science, “facts,” or anything else at all.
Do you know your Bible enough to answer certain words of truth to anyone (Pr 22:17-21; | Pet 3:15)?
When Jesus was tempted by the devil himself, Jesus answered each time, “It is written” (Matt 4:1-11).
This statement, declaring powerful dependence on God’s holy words, occurs 80 times in the Bible.
The similar words, “Thus saith the Lord,” occur 413 times in the Bible. What does the Bible say?

David spoke over and over about his great burden and desire and need to keep God’s words (Ps
119:2,4,5,8,17,33,34,44,57,60,63,69,83,100,101,106,115,129,134,136,145,146). What about you?

| address the men primarily, because God has chosen them to be the leaders and teachers of marriages
and families (Psalm 78:1-8; Joel 1:1-3; | John 2:14; Eph 6:4; | Cor 14:35; 1 Tim 4:7; 11 Tim 3:6).

However, great mothers and wives are duty bound to help men follow the Bible (Judges 13:22-23; | Sam
25:32-35; Prov 1:8; 6:20; Eccl 4:9-11; Acts 5:1-11; 18:24-28; Il Tim 3:15).

Women! The greatest leverage you have with husband or children is God’s word (I Sam 25:32-35)!
There was in Israel and there is today a famine for the word of God (Amos 8:11-13; Il Tim 4:3-4).

If you are a child in our church, you should get involved in Bible quizzing to learn using the Bible.

By nature we are ignorant and foolish rebels that continue to hurt ourselves.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Zophar humbled us by reminding men they are born the same as a wild ass’s colt (Job 11:12).
The Lord knows all the thoughts of men - they are vain - empty and worthless (Ps 94:11).
The world is not improving - violence, drugs, divorce, and dysfunction are widely increased.

Abortion, same-sex marriages, huge fiscal debts, and rap music are not signs of progress.

Our world exalts compromise, political correctness, and vague confusion.

A.

Everyone has a right to his own opinion - there is no truth. Consider talk shows, panel discussions, chat
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rooms, open forums, free debates, sharing, committees, classrooms, etc.

Just because you have read something, especially on the Internet, does not make it the truth.
Why clutter a mind with suppositions, theories, or opinions that do not lead to God and truth!
Consider Promise Keepers, State of the Union address, newspaper editorials, etc., etc., etc.
Let us agree to disagree and honor differences are the answers when disagreements arise.
Politics and religion are two subjects not to be discussed, because it might lead to arguments.

Euphemisms are used instead of plain, definitive, and bold words that defend absolutes.

T o m m O o w

The worthless pagan insanity of the American Indians and others are protected as valuable.

The Bible is the written record of what God has declared on all subjects.
A. God reserves His secret will of what He will do to Himself, but He has revealed what we are to do, and we
are to transfer that revealed will of God to our children forever (Deut 29:29).
The existence and identity of the Bible as God’s letter to men is incredible to thinking men.
But that we have it, can read it, can understand it, and have a heart to obey it is even more.
We esteem every precept about every subject to be absolutely correct and right (Ps 119:128).
Scripture is inspired by God to make the man of God perfectin all ways (Il Tim 3:14-17).
The prophets and apostles who wrote were moved by God’s Spirit (Il Peter 1:16-21).

G m m O O W

Without the Bible as our Creator and Saviour’s revealed will, we are hopelessly lost forever.

The Bible is absolutely and dogmatically the only source of truth in the world.

Statements or opinions contradicting Scripture prove darkness (Is 8:20; | Tim 6:3-5,20-21).

A godly man, even the sweet psalmist, hated every contrary idea (Psalm 119:98-100,128).
Paul’s spiritual opinion of men was “Let God be true, but every man a liar” (Romans 3:4).
God mocks all scholars and ridicules their wisdom (Job 5:12-13; | Cor 1:19-20; 3:19-20).
“Thus saith the Lord” (413 times) and “It is written” (80 times) declare this great dogmatism.
Itis the job of preachers to make war against all your unscriptural thoughts (Il Cor 10:4-6).

Human efforts and opinions for problems are no more than putting a Band-Aid on a volcano.

X o m m O o W >

We want revelation, not rationalization - despise any contrary “discussion” or “evidence.”

Any discussion outside of “thus saith the Lord” can never truly be settled with an opponent.

We must build our lives and thoughts on what God has spoken in the Bible.

A. You choose daily to build on the rock of scripture or the sand of humanistic devil worship.
B. Jesus warned authoritatively of the grave danger of disregarding His words (Matt 7:24-27).
Someone has said, “God said it; | believe it; that settles it.” This is the perfect life of faith.
A poor man with a Bible is far superior to a rich man with educated conceit (Prov 28:11).

Consider Elihu’s confidence and boldness in the presence of four wise men (Job 32:1-22).

mm o 0

Can we be as confident as the three Hebrew men before Nebuchadnezzar (Dan 3:17-18)?
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. Remember that Jesus used Scripture when confronted by Satan personally (Luk 4:4,8,12).

. If we modify our attitudes, as if God is too extreme, we have chosen Eve and apostasy.

. You must look into the perfect law of liberty and correct any blemish you see (Jas 1:21-25).

. Itis not enough to read the Bible, or even comprehend the Bible, but rather apply the Bible!
. What are young men to do? They are to obey the Bible (Ps 119:9; Prov 1:6; Il Tim 3:15).

The Bible is a great gift we should esteem highly and not be ashamed of at all.

A
B

C
D
E
F
G
H

. It was the great treasure of Israel and envy of other nations (Deut 4:1-10; Psalm 147:19-20).

. It was the sound basis for good and righteousness in the national life of Israel (Deut 6:20-25).
. It was their life; it was not a vain thing; it would prolong days in tranquility (Deut 32:45-47).

. We should be prepared to give the words of truth to those that ask (Pr22:17-21; | Pet 3:15).

. David considered them a very precious heritage (Ps 19:7-11; 78:1-8; 119:14,111,127,162).

. David wanted to learn God’s precepts and teach them unashamedly before kings (Ps 119:46).
. God’s secret things we cannot know: His revealed things are a family treasure (Deut 29:29).

. If you neglect or reject the Bible, you sin against your own soul and love death (Prov 8:36).

We should oppose any attempt to compromise or dilute Bible authority.

A

. Are you politically correct? Or Scripturally correct? Or socially correct? Or all three? You cannot be all
three, because they are mutually exclusive. You should be Scripturally correct!

. When Christian scorners tell you that God does not care about details as long as your heart is right, you
need to remind them of Nadab and Abihu, Moses, Saul, David, and Uzzah!

Preaching the inspired scriptures corrects the perilous times apostasy (Il Tim 3:1-17; 4:1-5).

Are the following issues difficult for you? Do you consider them open to discussion?
1. What aboutcreation? God has spoken in Genesis 1:1; John 1:3; Heb 11:3.

What about capitalpunishment? God has spoken in Genesis 9:6 and Exodus 21:12.
What about childtraining? God has spoken in Prov 22:15; 23:13-14; and 29:15.
What aboutabortion? God has spoken in Exodus 21:22-25 and Luke 1:41.

What aboutwine? God has spoken inDeut 14:26 and Ps 104:14-15.

What about childrenworking? God has spoken in Lam 3:27 and | Kings 11:28.
What aboutcomedies? God has spoken in Eccl 7:2-6 and Ephesians 5:3-8.

What about submissivewives? God has spoken in Ephesians 5:22,33 and Titus 2:5.
What about sodomy? God has spoken in Deut 23:17-18 and Rom 1:24-27.

What about slavery? God has spoken in Exodus 21:1-11 and 21:20-21.

11. What about animal rights? God has spoken in Genesis 1:26-28 and Ex 12:3-10.

12. What about birth control? God has spoken in Matthew 4:7 and | Cor 7:32.

13. What about speaking evil of rulers? God has spoken in Il Peter 2:10-12 and Jude 1:8-10.
14. What about honoring parents? God has spoken in Deut 27:16; Proverbs 30:17.
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15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

What about paying taxes? God has spoken in Matt 22:15-22; Rom 13:6-7.

What about anger? God has spoken in Prov 16:32 and Jas 1:19-20.

What about speech? God has spoken in Eccl 10:12 and Colossians 4:6.

What about the basis for marriage? God has spoken in Proverbs 31:30 and | Cor 7:39.
What about labor unions? God has spoken in Eccl 10:7 and Titus 2:9-10.

What about holidays? God has spoken in De 12:29-32 and Il Cor 6:14-17.

What about musical instruments? God has spoken in Eph 5:19 and Hebrews 9:10.
What about baptism? God has spoken in Acts 8:37; John 3:23; | Pet 3:21.

What about talkative women? God has spoken in Proverbs 12:4 and | Peter 3:3-4.
What about success in life? God has spoken in Psalm 1:1-3 and | Timothy 6:6.

What about paying wages? God has spoken in Deut 24:14-15 and Jer 22:13-14.

What about personal enemies? God has spoken in Matt 5:38-48 and Rom 12:17-21.
What about severe child discipline? God has spoken in Deut 21:18-21 and Prov 30:17.
What about the basis of happiness? God has spoken in Ps 4:6-8; 63:1-6; Hab 3:17-19.
What about the source of hope? God has spoken in Psalm 27:13-14 and Rom 15:13.
What about safety? God has spoken in Psalm 33:17 and Proverbs 21:31.

What about talking to fools? God has spoken in Proverbs 26:4-5 and Matt 7:6.

What about goals for life? God has spoken in Prov 3:3-4 and Eccl 12:13-14.

What is love? God has spoken in | Corinthians 13:4-7.

What about limits to efforts? God has spoken in Psalm 127:1-2 and Jas 4:13-15.

Who is the greatest in the kingdom? God has spoken in Matthew 19:13-14 and 20:25-28.

And there are about a million more that you should learn to fully settle from scripture.

E. Canyou decisively identify a false premise in the opinions of men that contradict the Bible?“This mollusk
evolved 100 billion years ago.” But God made it 6000 years ago (Ge 1:1)!

1.
2.

“The body was designed to live 120 years.” But God allowed 969 and said 73 (Ps 90:10)!

“Global warming trends will eliminate seasons.” But God promised seasons (Gen 8:22)!

. “Man was created to be a vegetarian.” But God approved meat (Gen 9:3; Deut 14:26).

3
4.
5
6

“He was acquitted due to insanity.” God said to put them to death (Ex 21:12; Il Pet 2:12).

. “Jesus wants us to live in peace.” But He said He did not come for peace (Mat 10:34-37).

. “Judge not, that ye be not judged.” But He said to judge in that context and elsewhere!

F. Can you see through euphemisms to identify the sin that is being covered by society?

1.

Is it having an affair or making love? Or is it committing adultery (Pro 7:18; Heb 13:4)?

. Isitaone-night stand, casual sex, or partying? Or being a whoremonger (Heb 13:4)?
. Isithomosexuality? Orisit sodomy and vile affections against nature (Rom 1:24-27)?

2
3
4,
5

Isitalcoholism? Oris it drunkenness and being a drunkard (I Cor 6:10; Galatians 5:21)?

. Isitan attention-deficit-disorder? Or is it a spoiled brat needing a beating (Pr 29:15)?
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G. Canyou read the published drivel and twaddle of men and see the rebellion against God?
1. Does it anger you when you read the hallucinations and opinions of men against truth?

. Canyou cut through their ignorant rantings and smoke to see the anti-God issue at stake?
. When they say a telescope revealed the location of the big bang, do you laugh heartily?

2
3
4. When they say capital punishment is not a deterrent to murder, do you laugh hilariously?
5. When they call Picasso an artist and rap music, your child-like faith exposes the emperor!
6

. When they suggest conspiratorial guesses for every political event, do you see the King?

H. Canyou read a passage and submissively and eagerly grasp its full implications for you?
1. Do you pass over Sarah’s “lord” as a joke, as a formal old English form of address, or as a
Neanderthal anachronism? Or do you tremble that you do not reverence your husband?

2. Do the words “form of godliness but denying the power thereof” merely give you a reason to rant
against the carnal Christianity of Rick Warren? Or do they convict you?

3. Doyou glory in proud rage and lie against truth, or believe James’ words (Jas 3:14-16)?
4. Doyou see Israel’s false hope in the temple and keep false hope in the Bible (Jer 7:1-15)?
I. Canyou ignore the squeals and excuses people make for their problems to present the Bible?
1. All men want to imagine (by sinful delusion) that their problems are uniquely different.
2. The simple answers of the Bible are too simplistic; they say, “You just don’t understand.”

3. Learn to hate the word, “but,” for it is an abbreviation for | don’t believe God’s Bible.

A.

The application is two: esteem God’s word as David, and keep them as well.

A. Consider that the primary emphasis of Psalm 119 is in the keeping of God’s scriptures.

B. Paul warned Jews that boasting in the law without obeying was profane folly (Rom 2:17-25).
C. Do not treat the Bible as a good luck charm like the Jews did the temple (Jeremiah 7:1-15).
D. Itis not enough to read the Bible, or even comprehend the Bible, but rather apply the Bible!

Conclusion:

You must read the Bible every day and absorb its history, doctrine, commandments, and judgments.
You must meditate on it and/or memorize it to be hid in your heart for communicating and obedience.
You must systematically apply it to all you read and hear to learn its honest and rightful application.
Every father and grandfather should always address every issue with this: What does the Bible say?

It is a terrible shame when men do not grow and become the teachers they should be (Heb 5:12-14).

o e s W N

If you are a child in our church, you should get involved in Bible quizzing to learn using the Bible.

For Further Study:

1. The sermon outline, “Why | Believe the Bible!” proves the Bible to be supernaturally given from many
angles.
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2. The sermon outline, “Knowing the Scriptures,” teaches the rules of reading and understanding the Bible.

3. The sermon outline, “Godly Priorities,” reviews the many priorities that God establishes for us in the
Bible.

- ... Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the
nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise

and understanding people. And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous
as all this law, which | set before you this day?

- ... Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own
inheritance.... Happy is that people, that is in such a case: yea, happy is that people, whose God is the LORD.

-. .. Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.... Where there is no vision,
the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

_ ... Itisimpossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible. Do not let
anyone claim to be a true American if they ever attempt to remove religion from politics.

_ ... The Bible is the best book in the world. It contains more of my little philosophy than all the
libraries | have seen. So great is my veneration for the Bible that the earlier my children begin to read it the
more confident will be my hope that they will prove useful citizens of their country and respectable members
of society. | have for many years made it a practice to read through the Bible once every year.

_ ... I have always said and always will say that the studious perusal of the Sacred Volume
will make better citizens, better fathers, better husbands... the Bible makes the best people in the world.

_ ... We have staked the whole future of American civilization, not upon the power of
government, far from it. We’ve staked the future of all our political institutions upon our capacity ... to sustain
ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God.

_ ... My custom is to read four or five chapters of the Bible every
morning immediately after rising... It seems to me the most suitable manner of beginning the day... It is an

invaluable and inexhaustible mine of knowledge and virtue. The Bible is of all books in the world that which
contributes most to make men good, wise, and happy.

_. .. The Bible is the Rock on which this Republic rests.

_. .. The Bible is worth all other books which have ever been printed.

_ ... Young man, my advice to you is that you cultivate an acquaintance with, and a firm
belief in, the Holy Scriptures. This is your certain interest.

- ... Informing and settling my belief relative to the doctrines of Christianity, | adopted no articles
from creeds but such only as, on careful examination, | found to be confirmed by the Bible.

_. .. I have read it through many times. | now make a practice of going through it once a year. It
is a book of all others for lawyers as well as divines. | pity the man who cannot find in it a rich supply of
thought and rules of conduct. If there is anything in my thoughts or style to commend, the credit is due to my
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parents for instilling in me an early love of the Scriptures. If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our
country will go on prospering and to prosper; but if we and our posterity neglect its instructions and authority,
no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury all our glory in profound obscurity. If
truth be not diffused, error will be; if God and His Word are not known and received, the devil and his works
will gain the ascendancy; if the evangelical volume does not reach every hamlet, the pages of a corrupt and
licentious literature will; if the power of the Gospel is not felt throughout the length and breadth of the land,
anarchy and misrule, degradation and misery, corruption and darkness will reign without mitigation or end.

_ ... The Bible is the chief moral cause of all that is good, and the best corrector of all that
is evil in human society; the best book for regulating the temporal concerns of men, and the only book that
can serve as an infallible guide to future felicity.

_. .. The Bible is one of the greatest blessings bestowed by God on the children of men. It has God
for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture for its matter.

_. .. We account the Scriptures of God to be the most sublime philosophy. | find more sure
marks of authenticity in the Bible than in any profane history whatsoever.

_ ... lam profitably engaged in reading the Bible. Take all of this book upon reason that you
can and the balance by faith, and you will live and die a better man. | believe the Bible is the best gift God has
ever given to man. All the good of the Savior of the world is communicated to us through the Book. But for this
Book we could not know right from wrong. All things most desirable for man’s welfare, here and hereafter, are
to be found portrayed in it. Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to be on
God’s side, for God is always right.

_ ... Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet-anchor of your liberties; write its precepts in your
hearts and practice them in your lives. To the influence of this book we are indebted for all the progress made
in true civilization, and to this we must look as our guide in the future. Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin
is a reproach to any people.

_ ... The Bible is a book in comparison with which all others in my eyes are of minor importance,
and which in all my perplexities and distresses has never failed to give me light and strength.

_. .. The whole hope of human progress is suspended on the ever growing influence of the Bible. |
do not believe human society, including not merely a few persons in any state, but whole masses of men, ever
have attained, or ever can attain, a high state of intelligence, virtue, security, liberty, or happiness without the
Holy Scriptures; even the whole hope of human progress is suspended on the ever-growing influence of the
Bible.

_ ... Whatever merit there is in anything that | have written is simply due to the fact that when |
was a child my mother daily read me a part of the Bible and daily made me learn a part of it by heart.

_ ... The grand old Book still stands; and this old earth, the more its leaves are turned and
pondered, the more it will sustain and illustrate the pages of the Sacred Word.

_ ... Itis the best book that ever was or will be known in the world, because it teaches you the
best lessons by which any human creature ... can possibly be guided.

_ ... The whole inspiration of our civilization springs from the teachings of Christ and the
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lessons of the prophets. To read the Bible for these fundamentals is a necessity of American life. The study of
the Bible is a post-graduate course in the richest library of human experience.

_ ... Athorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college education. Almost
every man who has by his life-work added to the sum of human achievement of which the race is proud has
based his life-work largely upon the teachings of the Bible.

_ ... I have known ninety-five of the world’s great men in my time, and of these eighty-seven
were followers of the Bible. The Bible is stamped with a Specialty of Origin, and an immeasurable distance
separates it from all competitors.

_ ... Tell the prince that this (a Bible) is the secret of England’s greatness.

_ ... lam glad to see that every man in the army is to have a Testament. Its teachings

will fortify us for our great task.

_ ... The foundations of our society and of our government rest so much on the teachings of
the Bible, that it would be difficult to support them, if faith in these teachings should cease to be practically
universal in our country.

_. .. When you have read the Bible, you know it is the word of God, because it is the key to
your heart, your own happiness, and your own duty. | have a very simple thing to ask of you. | ask every man
and woman in this audience that from this day on they will realize that part of the destiny of America lies in
their daily perusal of this great Book (the Bible). A man has deprived himself of the best there is in the world
who has deprived himself of this (a knowledge of the Bible).

_ ... We rest with assurance upon the impregnable rock of Holy Scripture.
_ ... The English Bible is ... the most valuable thing that this world affords.

_. .. The fundamental basis of this nation’s law was given to Moses on the Mount. The
fundamental basis of our Bill of Rights comes from the teaching we get from Exodus and St. Matthew, from
Isaiah and St. Paul. | don’t think we emphasize that enough these days. If we don’t have the proper
fundamental moral background, we will finally end up with a totalitarian government which does not believe
in the right for anybody except the state.

_ ... Ofthe many influences that have shaped the United States into a distinctive nation and
people, none may be said to be more fundamental and enduring than the Bible. Within the covers of the Bible
are the answers for all the problems men face.

_ ... We are a nation whose ideals are founded on the Bible.

This document was published on our website in 2001.

Ever Learning

A Bible Warning about the Internet and Information Explosion
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“THIS KNOW ALSO, THAT IN THE LAST DAYS PERILOUS TIMES SHALL COME’
Il Timothy 3:1

EVER LEARNING, AND NEVER ABLE TO COME TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.
Il Timothy 3:7

Paul warned that perilous times would come in the last days. These perilous times were not described by
famines, wars, depressions, plagues, or catastrophes. Instead, they would be marked by men being lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God and having a form of godliness without any authority. Today’s carnal and
contemporary Christianity is the fulfillment of this sober warning.

While the other descriptions of perilous times from this passage also perfectly fit our present generation,
there is one mark that should cause us to soberly consider the internet among Satan’s devices in these last
days. This mark is a great increase and desire in learning without the ability to understand and obey the
truth.

We are in these perilous times, and the internet is clear evidence of this fulfillment.

The internet is unleashing on the world an exponentially expanding ocean of information. Facts, more facts,
and even more facts are available for every imaginable topic of inquiry. Opinions, more opinions, and even
more opinions are also available. The number of websites, the size of websites, the readers accessing
websites, and the speed of searching for websites is increasing every day.

This attractive and addicting interactive medium for classifying, presenting, and finding information is
grabbing the souls of many believers. Television viewing in American homes is falling, because now the family
has the option of being glued to a monitor surfing the net. And surely exploring innocent, or especially
Christian, websites is not as evil as watching Hollywood television.

Forget for a moment the pornographic danger of the internet, which allows an infinite variety of sexual images
into the privacy of your house. Consider instead the infinite collection of details on any subject from a
multitude of sources now available in an interactive medium in the privacy of your house. For this vast flood
of information is not leading men to more truth, but rather choking their minds and souls without truth.

AND FURTHER, BY THESE, MY SON, BE ADMONISHED: OF MAKING MANY BOOKS THERE IS NO END;
AND MUCH STUDY IS A WEARINESS OF THE FLESH
Ecclesiastes 12:12

God warned about the making of many books long ago. Though Solomon’s wisdom was great, he did not see
a personal computer in every home and billions of websites to review. In Solomon’s day, the production of a
single volume was an enormous task. To copy it only once was an expensive and complicated endeavor. To
read a book from another nation required great expense and many logistical difficulties.

Anyone can now publish a book. Simply publish it on the internet as a website. It can be done for almost
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nothing; no educational or professional credentials are required; it can be designed more interactive and
appealing than the best of printed books; it can even be in audio or video format; it can be available to the
world with just a click; it exists in a permanent form to deny destruction; there are no rules of truth or integrity
to be satisfied; it can instantly be copied numerous times for no cost; it can be published anonymously; it can
be linked anywhere; and anyone in the world can read it anonymously and privately.

So what has such an invention brought us? Everyone is now an author; and the making of many books
Solomon warned about is reaching its theoretical extreme. Everyone is now an author; and there is an infinite
amount of “learning, knowledge, and facts” to sort through in the pursuit of truth. Everyone is now an author;
and most of the information is garbage from unlearned minds void of truth.

BUT FOOLISH AND UNLEARNED QUESTIONS AVOID,
KNOWING THAT THEY DO GENDER STRIFES.
Il Timothy 2:23

BUT SHUN PROFANE AND VAIN BABBLINGS:
FOR THEY WILL INCREASE UNTO MORE UNGODLINESS.
Il Timothy 2:16

BE NOT DECEIVED: EVIL COMMUNICATIONS CORRUPT GOOD MANNERS.
I Corinthians 15:33

Paul further warns Timothy against wasting his precious time in pursuing or even answering the foolish,
unlearned, profane, and vain discussions of ignorant men. Much of the internet is the publishing of nonsense
by self-proclaimed experts. Weeding through this forest of fruitless trees is one problem, but avoiding their
poisonous leaves is another risk. For evil communications corrupt even the best manners.

When Paul warned of foolish and unlearned questions causing strife, did he know of the modern chat

room? Paul must have known about chat rooms. For there is no greater fulfillment of this warning than in the
endless, inane, unprofitable, and ungodly arguments in chat rooms among those who have no knowledge of
what they discuss.

Let God be true, but every man a liar. Any opinion contrary to the Word of God, no matter how attractive the
website or how extensive the information collected, has no merit whatsoever! It is still a damnable

lie. Culling through such sites is a waste of time, and doing so also opens the viewer to subtle or overt attacks
from the father of all lies.

But let us consider further the more innocent dangers of the internet and our present information explosion.

REDEEMING THE TIME, BECAUSE THE DAYS ARE EVIL.
Ephesians 5:16

One of Satan’s devices is distraction from God-given duties. Since true saints are not television addicts or
pornography purveyors, our adversary has devised a noble and justifiable use of the internet for consuming
our time. What could possibly be wrong with reading commentaries, news articles, ancient church creeds,
denominational newsletters, online seminars, Hannah’s Hints for Homely Homemakers, and other valuable
Christian websites? Surely such knowledge will help Christian websurfers be greater soldiers of the cross.

How much knowledge does it take to be a victorious Christian? Rather than knowledge of man and his
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activities, it is the knowledge of Jesus Christ through the supply of the Holy Spirit to a committed heart that
results in godly living. The saints of the Bible knew very little compared to the infinite amount of knowledge
available today, yet their lives were models of virtue and holiness and spiritual mindedness.

Today, as always, the key is the fear of the Lord, rather than an accumulation of facts. It is Spirit power by
abiding in the True Vine, rather than organizing ten thousand internet bookmarks by subject. Itis prayerful
communion with God, rather than reading the theological speculations of an ignorant professor of religion in
Belarus.

A man will say, “l am home with my family every night after work. 1 don’t bowl or hunt. I hire the best lawn
crews and painters.” We must ask, “What do you do at home?” He answers, “I surf the internet.” “Do you go
to pornographic sites?” “Of course not! | just like to learn. Is there something wrong with learning?” Well...

AND THE CARES OF THIS WORLD, AND THE DECEITFULNESS OF RICHES, AND THE LUSTS OF OTHER
THINGS ENTERING IN, CHOKE THE WORD, AND IT BECOMETH UNFRUITFUL.
Mark 4:19

Consider the subtlety of distracting Christians from communion with God, Bible reading, meditation on His
Word, fervent prayer, holy living, family spiritual duties, and serving the brethren with the enticing ocean of
noble and helpful Christian material waiting 24/7 on the internet. Considerit. Consider it well. Has Satan
used this device to choke the Word of God in your life to keep you from bearing fruit?

It has disturbed many for years to see young men mesmerized at public arcades, in front of the television, or
at home with their Nintendo. Isn’t it a waste of time? Truly! What a travesty of this generation! Yet, we can
find the fathers of those same boys connected to their internets four or five hours a day reading the opinions
of fools from Namibia on the numerous factors for and against Adam having a navel.

AS TOUCHING THINGS OFFERED UNTO IDOLS, WE KNOW THAT WE ALL HAVE KNOWLEDGE. KNOWLEDGE
PUFFETH UP, BUT CHARITY EDIFIETH.
| Corinthians 8:1

If the Corinthians had learned that God was true and idols were false without the internet, just think of the
arguments they could have collected with the internet. Surely their faith would have been much greater,
wouldn’t it have? Wouldn’t they have been able to quickly persuade their weak brethren with 20-30 links to
sites researching the history of idol worship?

Greater knowledge is not the need; greater charity is the need. Asthe apostle teaches us elsewhere (I Cor
13:13), charity is the greatest of faith, hope, and charity. And knowledge is counter-productive to charity by
puffing up the mind. Rather than greater knowledge serving the church at Corinth, it would have destroyed
them. Forincreased knowledge in such matters of Christian liberty is dangerous, for it steals the charity that
ought to prevail for every weak brother.

If | use the internet to find 1000 reasons why the moderate use of wine is approved of God and beneficial to
physical health, because | prefer drinking wine, how can | use these reasons to serve Christ and my brethren? |
am already convinced without the reasons, and pushing this preference on my brethren is ungodly

hatred. And furthermore, it will puff up my mind in arrogant pride against my differing brother. A man may
still be a glorious Christian and choose not to drink wine at all out of personal preference. The greater
knowledge has served no one.
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In matters not of Christian liberty, do we need five hundred reasons why immersion is true Scripturally and
correct historically? Or are five good reasons from the infallible word of God just as good? Or are they
better? Since there is more in the Word of God than baptism by immersion, the time and arrogance created
by collecting five hundred reasons is also counter-productive and dangerous.

Multiplying reasons and words seems like a noble project for promoting the truth of a given subject, but we
find by a little analysis and observation that it is the breeding ground of human pride. Instead of seeking
God’s truth in its breadth, such a man drowns in the unnecessary depths of multiplying witnesses for no
identifiable end but his own sense of accomplishment or adoration by men.

FOR YOUR OBEDIENCE IS COME ABROAD UNTO ALL MEN. |1 AM GLAD THEREFORE ON YOUR BEHALF:
BUT YET | WOULD HAVE YOU WISE UNTO THAT WHICH IS GOOD, AND SIMPLE CONCERNING EVIL.
Romans 16:19

Should a child of God be simple concerning evil? Paul taught such simplicity. Or should we bury ourselves in
deep studies of the history, doctrines, inconsistencies, finances, sins, and social lives of the cults and their
leaders?

For example, a zealous lover of the truth encountering a Seventh Day Adventist will be tempted to search the
internet for articles about the SDA, Ellen White, William Miller, date-setting fanatics, Joseph Bates, Kellogg’s,
Methodist fanaticism, the trial of Israel Dammon, the Sabbath, vegetarianism, day-year prophecies, soul
sleep, the reform dress, mark of the beast, shut door controversy, and so forth. If a

person was conscientiously thorough, they could spend the rest of their life exploring what is now available
and is becoming available on these and directly related subjects.

The Bible says, “Let God be true, but every man a liar” (Romans 3:4). Therefore, we know that Ellen White and
the Seventh Day Adventists are wrong without searching the internet. We don’t need to learn she was
physically handicapped, mentally weak, emotionally tortured, spiritually fearful, dominated by her husband,
a plagiarizer, grossly inconsistent, blasphemous, vengeful, and used by the SDA hierarchy for monetary gain.

New Testament saints met on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; | Cor 16:1-2), called the Lord’s day (Rev 1:10),
to honor their Lord’s resurrection (John 20:1,19,26). They understood the sabbath was a unique sign for Israel
only (Ex 31:12-17; Ezek 20:12), and they were thankful for the New Testament reformation of worship (John
4:21-24; Heb 9:10; Luke 16:16). Paul further condemned sabbath keeping for Gentiles or righteousness (Col
2:16-17; Gal 4:9-11), as the council at Jerusalem had decreed (Acts 15:28-29). Noble Bereans would receive
this Divine written proof as sufficient, believe the truth, assemble on Sunday, and reject the SDA as heretics
(Acts 17:11; Titus 3:10). More evidence or history would be totally unnecessary, distracting, and dangerous.

BOAST NOT THYSELF OF TO MORROW; FOR THOU KNOWEST NOT
WHAT A DAY MAY BRING FORTH.
Proverbs 27:1

FOR YOURSELVES KNOW PERFECTLY THAT THE DAY OF THE LORD
SO COMETH AS A THIEF IN THE NIGHT.
| Thessalonians 5:2

Time should be used with these two thoughts in mind . .. tomorrow is not guaranteed (Prov 27:1) and the Lord
could come tonight (I Thess 5:2). With these in mind, no man would take over five minutes reading about the
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forward dipping of Mennonite factions. If a wise man, he would be reading God’s Word, meditating on God’s
Word, and praying in the Holy Ghost.

If we were ever gripped with the brevity of life and possibility of the Lord’s return, we would not waste any
time pursuing unnecessary and dangerous knowledge. We would pursue Jesus Christ, as Paul did with
pressing urgency and total lack of spiritual complacency and personal distraction (Philippians 3:7-14).

BUT I WOULD HAVE YOU WITHOUT CAREFULNESS. HE THAT IS UNMARRIED CARETH FOR THE THINGS
THAT BELONG TO THE LORD, HOW HE MAY PLEASE THE LORD.
| Corinthians 7:32

Even noble distractions like marriage are to be minimized by Christians. The apostolic warning is to be
without carefulness, and the example in the context is marriage. So far from being a sinful matter, marriage is
certainly the will of God for most (Gen 2:18); yet even marriage is to be managed in such a way as to keep the
Lord Jesus Christ the preeminent object of our affection and time.

ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL UNTO ME, BUT ALL THINGS ARE NOT EXPEDIENT: ALL THINGS ARE LAWFUL FOR
ME, BUT | WILL NOT BE BROUGHT UNDER THE POWER OF ANY.
| Corinthians 6:12

Let us consider a virtuous Christian wife and her predicament. Football widows? What about internet
widows? But should | complain? At least my husband is reading Baptist histories, theological works, online
commentaries, Christian news services, and the history of the origin of numerous cults. Shouldn’t|be
thankful he is home and filling his mind with good Christian learning? No, he hasn’t prayed with me since we
got the high speed cable modem, but | am glad he is reading good material. He seems very contented at the
computer every night. And soon he will put his learning to good use, | am sure.

Is this reasoning entirely valid? Dear reader, have you read the warnings from the Word of God thus far? Let
us continue.

AND THE SERPENT SAID UNTO THE WOMAN, YE SHALL NOT SURELY DIE:
FOR GOD DOTH KNOW THAT IN THE DAY YE EAT THEREOF,
THEN YOUR EYES SHALL BE OPENED,
AND YE SHALL BE AS GODS, KNOWING GOOD AND EVIL.
Genesis 3:4-5

Satan’s devices are presented with two enticements. First, he convincingly denies any danger here, for this is
aninnocent and justifiable thing. Learning...learning Christian knowledge ... there cannot possibly be any
danger here. Second, he temptingly promotes it as an opportunity to excel as a Christian. With a fast DSL
connection and enough bookmarks, you may be able to approach Solomon and Paul. You will be able to
answer everyone’s questions about anything. You could be a theological expert.

Dear reader, consider wisely. Satan arrives on the internet at carnal Christian homes with pornographic
advertisements and temptations, but he comes to the homes of holy saints with the much more subtle and
justifiable object of knowledge. For his cruel design is to choke you with learning to keep you from the truth
and holiness your Saviour requires.

AND THE SERPENT CAST OUT OF HIS MOUTH WATER AS A FLOOD AFTER THE WOMAN, THAT HE MIGHT
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CAUSE HER TO BE CARRIED AWAY OF THE FLOOD. AND THE EARTH HELPED THE WOMAN, AND THE EARTH
OPENED HER MOUTH, AND SWALLOWED UP THE FLOOD WHICH THE DRAGON CAST OUT OF HIS
MOUTH. AND THE DRAGON WAS WROTH WITH THE WOMAN, AND WENT TO MAKE WAR WITH THE
REMNANT OF HER SEED, WHICH KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND HAVE THE TESTIMONY OF
JESUS CHRIST.

Revelation 12:15-17

Jesus Christ revealed to John that Satan would use a flood of water to attack the faithful churches of our
Lord. Why should we presume a literal flood, when we have a figurative flood sitting in each of our computers
and modem connections? Though the proper fulfillment of this prophecy is found in the flood of persecution
and false doctrine that Satan spewed against the churches of Christ during the Dark Ages, we cannot for one
moment think our spiritual battle against the devil is over.

BE SOBER, BE VIGILANT; BECAUSE YOUR ADVERSARY THE DEVIL, AS A ROARING LION,
WALKETH ABOUT, SEEKING WHOM HE MAY DEVOUR.
| Peter 5:8

Constant sobriety and vigilance is necessary to resist our merciless enemy. As the lookouts on the Titanic
wondered to themselves before they drowned in the cold waters of the North Atlantic, could we have saved
everyone if we had paid closer attention and not foolishly plunged ahead in dangerous seas?

You cannot relax just because you installed the Granny Porno Net to filter your email and web

searches. Examine your soul. Examine the enticement of the internet to your heart. Let your wife keep a log
of the time you spend on the internet. Use your history function to record your cruises through cyberspace to
read current events in New Guinea and find the best answers for Holiness pastors handling serpents in
Pentecostal seances.

THEREFORE | ESTEEM ALL THY PRECEPTS CONCERNING ALL THINGS TO BE RIGHT; AND | HATE EVERY
FALSE WAY.
Psalm 119:128

TO THE LAW AND TO THE TESTIMONY: IF THEY SPEAK NOT ACCORDING TO THIS WORD,
IT IS BECAUSE THERE IS NO LIGHT IN THEM.
Isaiah 8:20

ALL SCRIPTURE IS GIVEN BY INSPIRATION OF GOD, AND IS PROFITABLE FOR DOCTRINE, FOR REPROOF,
FOR CORRECTION,
FOR INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS: THAT THE MAN OF GOD MAY BE PERFECT,
THROUGHLY FURNISHED UNTO ALL GOOD WORKS.
Il Timothy 3:16-17

Even if the amount of information on the internet expands another 1000 times, the saints of God have the
absolute and infallible standard of God’s Word for their safety. No amount of information or disinformation
can alter Holy Scripture. God said it; | believe it; that settles it! Life, truth, and faith are simple for a Bible
believer. Instead of searching for what Pollyana Pastor in Poland has written about a subject, let us search for
“thus saith the Lord” in our English Bibles.

Satan hates the Word of God, and he has used crafty devices from the beginning to overthrow the plain truth
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of Scripture. Eve fell for his subtle reasoning; Adam fell for Eve, and we drink from his fountain of water in the
internet and hope not to drown. Let God be true, but every man a liar. Beware, my beloved brethren.

Remember our opening text; meditate upon it; and see if it does not apply to the internet. Paul said false
teachers and their hearers in the perilous times of the last days would be “ever learning, and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth” (Il Timothy 3:7). Let such a warning and hopeless description not be true
of any in our homes.

Would you miss the internet, if you were to restrict its use in your house? Does it sound like a sacrifice you
could not bear? Do the blind quadriplegics following our Lord Jesus Christ miss their eyes and limbs (Matt
18:8-9; 16:25)? Or are they eternally happy?
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