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Let God Be True!

Froward Spouses
September 20, 2020 · PM · https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2020/froward-spouses/

Introduction:

The Bible deals with every part of your life, including your marriage, and it all ties together in beauty.1.

The sermon before this one, Are You Saved? can be answered by how you treat your spouse each day.2.

Godliness is a character trait to be added to faith to prove eternal life, thus the conscience toward God.3.

But many more can be added by reviewing the list of 18 traits of eternal life from five Bible witnesses.4.

What is a froward spouse? It is defined by the terms above and their opposite, therefore bad and harsh.5.

What is a froward spouse? Disposed to go against what is expected or reasonable; perverse, difficult to6.
deal with, hard to please; stubborn, obstinate, ungovernable; bad, evilly-disposed, rebellious.

How is froward used in the Bible? It is used 20 times, 14 in Proverbs, consistent with these definitions.7.

Before a wife complains the above text was written for servants, it is clearly an applicable principle.8.
God intended this principle for wives also by their instruction opening with likewise (I Peter 3:1).1.

God intended equal divine rules and conscientious obedience for husbands by likewise (I Pet 3:7).2.

The rule is – Human relations involve sinners, so there will always be hurtful events to show godliness.9.
You cannot show godliness, or Christian character, when the other person in a relationship is good.1.

You cannot show charity, gentleness, love, patience, temperance, or other virtues without offences.2.

There is no relationship quite like marriage for its constant, intimate, and personal work together.3.

Every spouse is froward sometimes, which is that golden opportunity of conscience to glorify God.4.

Marriage can be preached a thousand ways and has been; this is for when your spouse offends you.5.

You all swore in marriage covenants that your duties are not altered by a spouse’s faults or failures.6.

Grow up, please. Why live in an emotional fantasy world and let ordinary faults upset your life?7.

Froward husbands and odious wives are not the target; your response to such a spouse is the goal.8.

Everyone has bad days, for all are sinners; even Paul was cast down; everyone says things they9.
regret, even David and Paul; why do you take it personally; grow some skin; overlook it; forget it.

Marriage is under attack in 2020 America, so for God’s glory and the truth’s sake, let ours be perfect.10.

I have preached on marriage many ways by the Bible’s and our lives’ emphasis. This is a new way.11.

There is nearly unlimited material available on our own website and other places for marriage duties.12.
For a complete exposition of First Peter chapters two and three used in this sermon, I Peter – 2 (91.
Sermons) and I Peter – 3 (8 Sermons).

For a complete and detailed treatment of marriage, including objections, an ancient series is2.
Maximizing Your Marriage (10 sermons).

For a short and simple sermon about marriage addressing both spouses in seven points, see Perfect3.
Marriages.

https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/2014/1-peter-2/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/2014/1-peter-2/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/2014/1-peter-3/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/series/maximizing-your-marriage/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2000/perfect-marriages/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2000/perfect-marriages/
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For several lessons to love the one you’re with, especially since you chose that one, then go Love the4.
One You’re With.

If you married a fool, there is plenty of Bible advice and wisdom for you to deal with a fool When5.
Your Husband’s a Fool.

 

THE WOMAN’S TEXT  (I Peter 3:1-6)
Likewise proves obedience and submission to civil rulers and to masters fits a wife well.1.

Like … submit-subjection (I Pet 2:13,18) … submit-subjection (Col 3:18; I Pet 3:1,5).1.

Like … every ordinance of rulers (I Pet 2:13) … every thing of husbands (Eph 5:24).2.

Like … for the Lord’s sake (I Pet 2:13) … as unto the Lord with husbands (Eph 5:22).3.

Like … so is the will of God (I Pet 2:15) … in sight of God of great price (I Pet 3:4).4.

Like … obeying is well doing (I Pet 2:15) … obeying husbands ye do well (I Pet 3:6).5.

Like … honor men and king (I Pet 2:17) … that she reverence her husband (Eph 5:33).6.

Like … silence ignorant fools (I Pet 2:15) … word of God not blasphemed (Titus 2:5).7.

Like … submit to masters with fear (I Pet 2:18) … subjection with fear (I Peter 3:1).8.

Like … also to the froward (I Pet 2:18) … subjection and fear to pagans (I Pet 3:1-2).9.

Like … desires sacrificed (I Pet 2:19,23) … desires lost to the husband (Genesis 3:16).10.

First, let us take the woman’s text in its basic, simple intent for its marital foundation.2.
Wives are to submit to their own husbands, not any other husband or idea of husband.1.

These Christian wives were to submit to their pagan, unbelieving, worldly husbands.2.

These Christian wives were to be faithful and loyal and fear their husbands properly.3.

Like Sarah and other O.T. women, they were to submit and reverently obey them.4.

Conduct of the husbands is as irrelevant as civil rulers or pagan, worldly employers.5.

Wives must fear, honor, reverence without answering again (Tit 2:9; Pr 21:19; etc.).6.

All treatment is tolerated and all wishes obeyed cheerfully until wife is asked to sin.7.

His faults, failures, or sins do not alter the marriage duties of the wife in the slightest.8.

Women say men can quit jobs under froward bosses. Is it that easy? What of rulers?9.

Jesus is a perfect example; they must follow Him; use His example (I Pet 2:21-23).10.

Here are a few laws of scripture, of nature, and of experience where some wives fail.3.
No spouse is perfect, or actually even close, so any desire or expectation is ludicrous.1.

God nor we care what your spouse does to you; He and we care what you do instead.2.

Until a man orders/expects his wife herself to sin, his sins are between him and God.3.

It is folly after courting, dating, covenant to criticize the spouse you yourself chose.4.

Perspective can help any woman by thinking of husbands worse than hers, not better.5.

https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2006/love-the-one-youre-with/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2006/love-the-one-youre-with/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2012/when-your-husbands-a-fool/
https://letgodbetrue.com/sermons/2012/when-your-husbands-a-fool/
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When examining your marriage, all that matters is how you measure up to the Bible.6.

Emotion can be a fault – discouragement, overreaction, despair, childishness, etc.7.

Perspective helps by thinking of all imperfect authority in your life, including you.8.

So what if your husband calls you a name. God will deal with your man. Grow up.9.

Fighting or resisting does no good but further stir up anger (Pr 15:1; 25:15; 16:14).10.

Instead of bitterness, fighting, or revenge, why not overcome his evil by more love?11.

A meek and quiet spirit is of great price to God, not a questioning, resisting spirit.12.

Perspective helps by knowing only submission to a froward man counts with God.13.

Love of an enemy, and sometimes it can be a spouse, proves you a real child of God.14.

It is the glory of a person to pass over a transgression? What does it say if you don’t?15.

Charity, or love, bears all things and endures all things. When will you learn charity?16.

A marriage does not fall apart, if you are godly and continue to keep your covenant.17.

Perspective helps by flushing all fantasies of Nicolas Sparks or Harlequin romances.18.

Marriage is final; even thinking of escape is sin (Pr 24:9). Love the one you’re with!19.

Unhappy persons in a marriage will be unhappy in another or were already in others.20.

Even if you married foolishly, God allowed your folly, so grin and bear your choice.21.

Some wives are queens of glory for cheerfully serving difficult husbands with grace.22.

Perspective helps by knowing your husband submits day after day to a froward boss.23.

A virtuous woman will do him good and not evil all the days of her life (Prov 31:12).24.

It is selfish, self-righteous, and immature women that want to change their husbands.25.

THE MAN’S TEXT  (I Peter 3:7)
Likewise proves men also have binding duties from God like the submission in context.1.

Likewise certainly does not mean for the husband to submit to his wife like to rulers.1.

Likewise certainly does mean God has rules for those in authority like those under.2.

God’s best creation in Genesis was a woman, but only His rules maximize marriage.3.

Since God created her for the husband, then His rules are clearly in his best interests.4.

Since God gave the woman to the man, His rules are also for her protection and rest.5.

This is so true that God sees every woman’s legitimate tears and ignores his prayers.6.

The woman is a responder, like a flower; His loving rules are like sunshine and rain.7.

Any male fool can win some woman; only wise men keep her growing and happier.8.

Where the gospel has gone, women enjoy the best lives, and they should consider it.9.

The man’s section is shorter to reflect the Bible and the 80 hours to a men’s meeting.10.

First, let us take the husband’s text in its basic, simple intent for its marital foundation.2.
Dwelling with a woman here is everything involved in day to day marital activities.1.
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God sees and hears everything – what no one else sees or hears – is recorded above.2.

Dwelling with her is not a partnership or roommate idea; it is your loving leadership.3.

Knowledge here governs conduct, it is not by feelings, circumstances, lusts, reaction.4.

Knowledge has three aspects here in this verse, but the Bible has much, much more.5.

Honor by the one in authority is respect, esteem, admiration, approval, gentleness.6.

Honor excludes your silent treatment, moods, yelling, hitting, sarcasm, comparisons.7.

The greatest marital benefits cannot be forced – they must be won – thus honor here.8.

Fools think authority means a husband can selfishly do whatever he wants by whims.9.

She is the weaker vessel (in most cases), so she gets honor, mercy, and protection.10.

Here are a few laws of scripture, of nature, and of experience where some husbands fail.3.
No spouse is perfect, or actually even close, so any desire or expectation is ludicrous.1.

God nor we care what your spouse does to you; He and we care what you do instead.2.

It is folly after courting, dating, covenant to criticize the spouse you yourself chose.3.

If you have an odious wife, you are the MCR, so lovingly lead her out of her habits.4.

God has forbidden you to be bitter against your wife, including her faults (Col 3:19).5.

Why the warning about bitterness? She will likely offend, so grow up and forgive.6.

Why warning of odious or contentious wives? They often get their man. Embrace it!7.

You wish your wife was different? Wisely win her to it. Change her by leading love.8.

If you have a problem in your marriage, the buck stops with you, so fix it for benefits.9.

If your wife is not what she was like dating, start with a mirror and examine yourself.10.

Conclusion:

All spouses go home and make your calling and election sure by delighting God with your marriage.1.

If you have failed your covenant, repent/confess your faults to God and maybe spouse and do better.2.

If you have lost hope, then grow up in Christ and faith, and find some website material for God’s rules.3.

To the degree you trust your spouse for your happiness is the degree you have chosen to disobey God.4.

Successful living is trusting God for your happiness and doing things His way regardless of the spouse.5.

A secondary benefit of God’s way is winning your spouse rather than fretting about changing him/her.6.

There is only one way to live life – His rules laid down plainly in scripture – any other way will fail7.


