
When Your Husband’s a Fool

What’s a Woman to Do?
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When Your Husband’s a Fool

• I promised this study due to recent questions.

• The title comes from Abigail’s foolish husband.

• I Samuel 25 is a great chapter for this subject.

• Each woman marries a fool … but she is one, too!

• But here we speak of men that sin against God.
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What’s a Wife to Do?

• When her husband wants her to sin?

• When her husband sins himself?

• When her husband wants children to sin?

• When her husband takes liberties she dislikes?

• When her husband is less competent than she? 
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The Study Is Valuable for All

• What should citizens do under a foolish ruler?

• What should employees do under a foolish boss?

• What should children do under a foolish parent?

• What should members do under a foolish pastor?

• How important is it when choosing authority?
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There Are Four Wife Problems

• Ignorant women do not know what to do.

• Foolish women think submission makes all okay.

• Intimidated women are afraid to do what is right.

• Self-righteous women think they must take over.
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There Are Four Husband Problems

• Ignorant men think wives must always obey.

• Foolish men think God endorses their rules.

• Insecure men fear a holy wife obeying God.

• Arrogant men do not care about right or wrong.
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There Are Two Other Problems

• Foolish women advise – love, obey, pray … period

• Think Elizabeth Rice’s book, “Me? Obey Him?”

• Partial pastors never preach on such subjects

• Think Joel Osteen’s book, “Your Best Life Now!”



Important Verse #1

“Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of

Belial, even Nabal: for as his name is, so is he;

Nabal is his name, and folly is with him: but I thine

handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, whom

thou didst send.”

I Samuel 25:25

• There are times to disregard honor to a husband.
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Important Verse #1

“Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of

Belial, even Nabal: for as his name is, so is he;

Nabal is his name, and folly is with him: but I thine

handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, whom

thou didst send.”

I Samuel 25:25

• I know right and wrong – I will help you myself.



Important Verse #2

“For after this manner in the old time the holy

women also, who trusted in God, adorned

themselves, being in subjection unto their own

husbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling

him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do

well, and are not afraid with any amazement.”

I Peter 3:5-6

• Holy women fear God over their husbands.
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“For after this manner in the old time the holy

women also, who trusted in God, adorned

themselves, being in subjection unto their own

husbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling

him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do

well, and are not afraid with any amazement.”

I Peter 3:5-6

• A good woman, like Sarah, obeys her husband.



Important Verse #2

“For after this manner in the old time the holy

women also, who trusted in God, adorned

themselves, being in subjection unto their own

husbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling

him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do

well, and are not afraid with any amazement.”

I Peter 3:5-6

• Amazed = paralyzed as to what is right or wrong.
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Wives Are to Obey and Reverence

• We teach a husband’s authority as much as any.

• We teach it because the Bible plainly teaches it.

• It is a command for wives to obey and reverence.

• We do not care if the world thinks differently.

• Marriage is not a partnership; the man is to rule.
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Only God’s Authority Is Absolute

• Wives never obey a husband asking her to sin.

• This is a simple rule – but it takes courage to do.

• The Bible allows no authority greater than God’s.

• The apostles said, “We ought to obey God rather 

than men” (Ac 5:29). This is key for all authority!
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Reject Authority Calling for Sin

• Fear the king? Daniel and his friends disobeyed!

• Fear mothers?  But Asa demoted her from queen!

• Fear fathers?  Jonathan and Michal saved David!

• It applies to kings, masters, parents, and pastors.

• Husbands may have less authority in comparison.



Husbands May Have Less?

• Elisha cursed 42 kids to death for “bald head”?



Husbands May Have Less?

• Elisha cursed 42 kids to death for “bald head”?

• David had Shimei killed for cursing the king.



Husbands May Have Less?

• Elisha cursed 42 kids to death for “bald head”?

• David had Shimei killed for cursing the king.

• Masters beat servants for poor performance.



Husbands May Have Less?

• Elisha cursed 42 kids to death for “bald head”?

• David had Shimei killed for cursing the king.

• Masters beat servants for poor performance.

• Children were stoned for many different sins.



Husbands May Have Less?

• Elisha cursed 42 kids to death for “bald head”?

• David had Shimei killed for cursing the king.

• Masters beat servants for poor performance.

• Children were stoned for many different sins.

• The point here is simple – a husband is not God!
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Fear Does Not Justify Sinning

• If fear makes you consider sin – you are amazed!

• Reject rationalization for revelation – scripture!

• How was Rahab justified?  By lying to her king! 

• No wife has faced what Daniel’s friends did, yet

they told the angry king they were not “careful”!
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Consider Amazement Again

“… not afraid with any amazement” (I Peter 3:6).

• The condition of being mentally paralyzed; loss of 

presence of mind.

• Driven stupid; stunned or stupefied, as by a blow, 

out of one’s wits. 

• Bewildered, confounded, confused, perplexed.
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Keep Considering Amazement

“… not afraid with any amazement” (I Peter 3:6).

“… as long as ye do well, and are not afraid …”

• “Afraid” here is godly fear in marriage (2:18; 3:2).

• Sarah feared Abraham (Gen 12:5,10-15; 18:6).

• But she went against him over Ishmael (21:9-12).
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And More About Amazement

“… not afraid with any amazement” (I Peter 3:6).

• A wife does well by obeying in fear without sin.

• For amazed, compare Ex 15:15; Judges 20:41; Job 32:15; Isaiah 

13:8; Ezekiel 32:10; Matthew 19:25; Mark 6:51; 10:32; 16:8; Acts 2:12.

• Peter was amazed by a maid – and denied Jesus!

• The husband here is a pagan – the case is hard.
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What about Abigail?

• A beautiful, wise woman married to a fool. 

• She knew Nabal’s wishes, but disobeyed them.

• Knowing he was drunk, she waited till morning.

• God blessed her rebellion by giving her David.

• What if she had loved, obeyed, and prayed only?
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When Should a Wife Disobey?

• She should not steal something for her husband.

• She should not sign a tax return with fraud in it.

• She should not lie for him in any matter of sin.

• She should not watch a sinful movie with him.

• Church attendance is as important as sodomy.
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Church Attendance or Sodomy?

• God did not leave ranking of sins up to a woman.

• If God commands something, we do exactly that.

• Church attendance is commanded (Heb 10:25).

• Membership is a covenant with God and men.

• The church is the body of Christ and much more.
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What About Matters of Liberty?

• Matters of liberty are by the one in authority.

• A wife follows a husband as children do parents.

• Thus, her desire is to her husband (Gen 3:16).

• Husbands even disallowed wives’ vows (Num 30).

• God’s word is not a liberty and cannot be altered.
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More About Matters of Liberty

• Authority is actually for all matters of liberty.

• God settled all other things by His inspired word.

• As other rulers, a husband makes many choices.

• This is his leadership as how the family will live.

• It does not matter what a wife would rather do.
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Even More About Liberty

• A wise husband may consider a wife’s feelings.

• But he must eventually make the final decision.

• This includes houses, schooling, budgets, etc.

• It includes number of children, diet, and clothes.

• It includes sex, vacations, motorcycles, and pets.
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What About Her Conscience?

• A conscience is important, but it is not God.

• “Conscience” limits us to matters of liberty.

• Consciences can be taught to think differently.

• “Conscience” is often an excuse to avoid a thing.

• A wife can gently ask; he can teach her or give in.
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How Should a Wife Disobey?

• Carefully, cautiously, soberly, prayerfully. Esther!

• Approach her husband meekly and respectfully.

• She might want to write rather than confront.

• Hear his answers and compare them to scripture.

• Every other wifely duty should be fully maximized.
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More About Disobeying

• Patience, not impulsive impudence, is important.

• Before defiance – questions, concerns, fears.

• In this church, appeal to his marriage covenant.

• Never explode, threaten, separate, or such like.

• She should stress she will do all else perfectly.
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Even More About Disobeying

• Note Esther’s fasting and prayer, two meals, etc.

• Note Bathsheba’s helper, humility, reminder, etc.

• Again, writing a perfect letter often works better.

• Confrontation in spirit or body provokes anger.

• A soft answer and kind love will end most fights.
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What If It Breaks Up a Marriage?

• God’s doctrine has broken up many marriages.

• Only God’s revelation counts, not sentimentality.

• Children do not alter the duty. Read Ezra 10:1-44.

• We do all to save the marriage, even to pagans.

• If he denies you to obey God, treat him as Nabal.
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More About Breaking Marriages

• We do not break marriages – unless forced to it.

• The onus is to be fully and only on the unbeliever.

• The martyrs gave up much more than marriage.

• Jesus promised a sword in dear relationships.

• You are not alone; others have; God will provide.
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What Is a Real Man?

• An angry David listened carefully to a housewife.

• He knows two are better than one – in wisdom.

• He remembers his marriage covenant to listen.

• Real men allow questions, concerns, fears, etc.

• They teach wives to fear and love God most of all.
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What If He Wants Children to Sin?

• Discreetly tell them in private not to obey Him.

• Discreetly appeal to him in private for them.

• Teach your children the lessons of this study.

• If situation gets bad, defy him to protect them.

• If situation gets worse, get them away to safety.
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Some Other Thoughts

• Godly fathers must protect daughters from fools!

• Love or need blinds girls … parents save them!

• Godly wives maintain faith in God as supreme!

• Godly men encourage wives to love God supreme!

• Godly men honor a wife’s honest conscience.
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What About His Own Sins?

• First, live perfectly yourself in all your duties.

• Second, pray for him (this should be done often).

• Discreetly speak to him respectfully out of love.

• You may again want to consider writing instead.

• In this church, appeal to his marriage covenant!
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• Be as frugal as possible; do what you can to earn.

• Be patient for when you can be Abigail or Esther. 

• God allowed this marriage for your perfection.
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• You married him voluntarily – no one forced you!

• Lots of diligent women have married sluggards.

• Continue to be diligent; help him read Proverbs.

• Pray for the pastor to do your dirty work for you. 

• God allowed this marriage for your perfection.
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But He Misinterprets Scripture!

• You must mean at marital or family devotions?

• Thank God you have a man that leads devotions!

• If or when he asks, meekly offer an alternative.

• Trust the Lord to lead the pastor to correct him.

• If not sin, forget it; if leading to sin, be Abigail.



For Further Study

Commentary on I Samuel 25 and Abigail’s letter …
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/bible/practical/1samuel25.html.

Sermon outline, “When Your Husband’s a Fool,” …
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/pdf/when-your-husbands-a-fool.pdf.

Sermon outline, “Ordinance of Authority,” …
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/pdf/authority-ordinance-of.pdf.

Sermon outline, “The Sword of Christ,” …
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/pdf/sword-of-christ.pdf.

Sermon outline, “A Marriage Covenant,” …
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/pdf/marriage-covenant.pdf.

Sermon outline, “God Hates Compromise,” …
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/pdf/compromise.pdf.

Sermon outline, “The Fear of the Lord,” …
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/pdf/fear-of-the-lord.pdf.
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