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Boasting About God

Job 38-41 for the Glory of God



Boasting About God …

could be you boasting about Him …

or God boasting about Himself.



My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear
thereof, and be glad.

Psalm 34:2



In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever. Selah.
Psalm 44:8



Boasting about God is not 
sin. It is praise and worship. 
The Bible exhorts us to it!



Boasting about yourself is 
not sin, if true, if by God, 
and if for a godly reason. 
Both David and Paul did.



For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped
over a wall.

Psalm 18:29



But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly
than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

I Corinthians 15:10



If you do not delight in God like David and 
others did, then this study will bore you.



Delighting in God … boasting about Him to 
yourself, others, and Him … is something
He loves and is life’s greatest pleasure.



One way to measure your love of God is to 
see how excited you get when you read

Him boasting about His greatness!



Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of
thine heart.

Psalm 37:4



23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man
glory in his riches:
24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and
knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness,
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight,
saith the LORD.

Jeremiah 9:23-24



4 For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through thy work: I will triumph
in the works of thy hands.
5 O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep.
6 A brutish man knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand this.

Psalm 92:4-6



These 4 chapters and 129 verses are the 
second largest section of the Bible of

God boasting about Himself …
after Isaiah 40-48!

http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/boasting-about-god-isaiah.pdf
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Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare
thou unto me.

Job 40:7



Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if
thou hast understanding.

Job 38:4



10 None is so fierce that dare stir him up: who then is able to stand
before me?
11 Who hath prevented me, that I should repay him? whatsoever is
under the whole heaven is mine.

Job 41:10-11



God boasting about Himself 
is not sin in any way at all.

It is true and righteous.



It is how He reveals Himself, 
mocks false religion,

and humbles and
comforts us.



Job 38-41 is about God,
mostly God speaking

in the first person
about Himself.



We know Job was real; Ezekiel and
and James used him alongside

known Bible heroes.
Ezekiel 14:14,20
James 5:10-11



We cannot prove where Job lived,
but it does not affect interpretation.

We assume by several factors that he
lived between 2500 and 1500 B.C.

This is after the Flood and before Moses.



Simple Context of Job

Job criticized God for mistreating him.
Job’s friends wrongly condemned him.

Elihu admonished Job to submit to God.
Then God humbled Job by His greatness.

God rewarded Job in the end for patience.



Simple Outline of Job

1-2 Job Endures Trials
3-31 Job Debates Friends
32-37 Elihu Reproves Job
38-41 God Reproves Job
42 God Rewards Job



Disclaimer!

These slides are not exhaustive, but rather a
one-hour summary of God boasting to

Job resulting in one crucial lesson.

Exhausting every phrase of every verse would
be a much larger undertaking than here.



Embrace the lesson completely, and gladly admit 
to God that He can do anything with you that He 
chooses, and you will not complain or question.

God is greater than man!
Job 33:12



Learn this Lesson and Never Forget It

God is your sovereign Creator and Potter.
He can do anything He wants with you.
Limit any complaints to humble prayer.
Never charge God with misjudgment.

Never ask why regarding His work.
Only ask why regarding your sins.

Fall down and worship Him!



The tag team of Elihu and God did its job.



3 Then Job answered the LORD, and said,
4 Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand
upon my mouth.
5 Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will
proceed no further.

Job 40:3-5



1 Then Job answered the LORD, and said,
2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be
withholden from thee.
3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I
uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I
knew not.

Job 42:1-3



5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye
seeth thee.
6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

Job 42:5-6



Embrace the lesson completely, and gladly admit 
to God that He can do anything with you that He 
chooses, and you will not complain or question.

God is greater than man!
Job 33:12



God chose in four chapters to emphasize 
His creative power and wisdom, not His 

prophetic ability as He did in Isaiah 40-48.



Creation is the first source of revelation of 
the glory, eternal power, and Godhead of 

the only living and true God, Jehovah.



The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork.

Psalm 19:1



For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

Romans 1:20



Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served
the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

Romans 1:25



21 Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which
have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and hear not:
22 Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my
presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a
perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof
toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can
they not pass over it?

Jeremiah 5:21-22



Get over yourself now, for you are nothing and 
less than nothing. You cannot help or hurt this 
glorious God that owns you by creation rights.

God is greater than man!
Job 33:12



These four chapters detail various features 
of God’s creation, from matter to weather 
to stars to animals and birds to instincts to 
wisdom in man to power to judge rebels.



Our GOD Jehovah is the only true and 
living God, and He is our loving Father.



Are you ready for your God to humble Job 
by mocking him with questions

about creation?



Do not underestimate the value here.

This is the only wise God debating His 
infinite superiority with the

wisest man on earth.



Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?
Job 38:2



God boasts …

Your words are nonsense. 
Who do you think you are?



Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if
thou hast understanding.

Job 38:4



God boasts …

In the beginning was me; I 
do not recall seeing you.



Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath
stretched the line upon it?

Job 38:5



God boasts …

Who designed, measured, 
and built your earth? I did.



Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the
corner stone thereof;

Job 38:5









God boasts …

What foundation does the 
earth have! Or cornerstone!



Note as we start that God began
with … who? … where? … who?

He put Job down where he belonged, 
inferior in person and performance.



8 Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had
issued out of the womb?
9 When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a
swaddlingband for it,
10 And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors,
11 And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall
thy proud waves be stayed?

Job 38:8-11













God boasts …

Who made and controls the 
sea like an infant? I do!



12 Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days; and caused the
dayspring to know his place;
13 That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, that the wicked
might be shaken out of it?
14 It is turned as clay to the seal; and they stand as a garment.
15 And from the wicked their light is withholden, and the high arm
shall be broken.

Job 38:12-15







God boasts …

I direct the sun and all light; 
you were born far too late!



Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in
the search of the depth?

Job 38:16









God boasts …

How far down can you go? I 
went all the way by myself!



Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen
the doors of the shadow of death?

Job 38:17







God boasts …

I kill; I make alive; and I still 
know every dead person!



19 Where is the way where light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where
is the place thereof,
20 That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, and that thou
shouldest know the paths to the house thereof?
21 Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born? or because the
number of thy days is great?

Job 38:19-21





And God said,
Let there be light:

and there was light.
Genesis 1:3



And God saw the light, that it was good: 
and God divided the light

from the darkness.
Genesis 1:4



God boasts …

I made light and darkness; I 
rule them. You’re too young!



22 Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou
seen the treasures of the hail,
23 Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day
of battle and war?

Job 38:22-23







22 Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou
seen the treasures of the hail,
23 Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day
of battle and war?

Job 38:22-23







God boasts …

I have enough snow and 
hail to stop anything! You?



25 Who hath divided a watercourse for the overflowing of waters, or
a way for the lightning of thunder;
26 To cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is; on the
wilderness, wherein there is no man;
27 To satisfy the desolate and waste ground; and to cause the bud of
the tender herb to spring forth?

Job 38:25-27





Greenville gets 54” of rain a year.

The Amazon Rainforest gets 5x that!



20% of the world’s oxygen is produced
by the Amazon Rainforest.



God boasts …

You do not understand rain 
nor what I produce by it!



29 Out of whose womb came the ice? and the hoary frost of heaven,
who hath gendered it?
30 The waters are hid as with a stone, and the face of the deep is
frozen.

Job 38:29-30









The fastest racing sailboat hit 31 mph.

The fastest ice boat hit 158 mph.



God boasts …

I turn a water playground 
into ice racing! And you?



31 Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the
bands of Orion?
32 Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou
guide Arcturus with his sons?

Job 38:31-32









Pleiades brings in spring.





Orion brings in winter.





Mazzaroth is an obscure Hebrew word and 
may mean stars over the south poll,

for it may be the chambers
of the south in Job 9:9.





God boasts …

I made, name, number stars 
and direct constellations!



Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion
thereof in the earth?

Job 38:33





God boasts …

Can you rule the laws of 
heaven to alter earth? I can!



Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go, and say unto thee, Here
we are?

Job 38:35







God boasts …

You play with sparklers, how 
about trying my lightning!



Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts? or who hath given
understanding to the heart?

Job 38:36





















Why do men vary so much in wisdom, 
from agriculture and transportation

to spiritual truth and moral wisdom?



God boasts …

Why do some men grasp so 
much more than others!



39 Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion? or fill the appetite of the
young lions,
40 When they couch in their dens, and abide in the covert to lie in
wait?

Job 38:39-40









God boasts …

I created the lion and gave 
him hunting instincts! You?



1 Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the rock bring forth?
or canst thou mark when the hinds do calve?
2 Canst thou number the months that they fulfil? or knowest thou the
time when they bring forth?
3 They bow themselves, they bring forth their young ones, they cast
out their sorrows.
4 Their young ones are in good liking, they grow up with corn; they go
forth, and return not unto them.

Job 39:1-4





God boasts …

I ordained reproduction and 
gestation of all beasts! You?



5 Who hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the bands
of the wild ass?
6 Whose house I have made the wilderness, and the barren land his
dwellings.
7 He scorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the
crying of the driver.
8 The range of the mountains is his pasture, and he searcheth after
every green thing.

Job 39:5-8







This is one of God’s favorites … for it is one 
of the closest to acting like depraved man!

http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/three-choices-of-faith.pdf
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God boasts …

You tame my mild breeds; 
try to tame my wild ones!



9 Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy crib?
10 Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the furrow? or will he
harrow the valleys after thee?
11 Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great? or wilt thou
leave thy labour to him?
12 Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy seed, and gather
it into thy barn?

Job 39:9-12









Usain Bolt can run twice as fast as you, but 
even a 10,000 pound white rhino

can outrun him!









Elasmotherium was a contemporary of the 
wooly mammoths and a sort of unicorn!



Whether the unicorn here is a present 
beast or an extinct one, the lesson is the 
same. God made a beast Job feared, and 

Job should humble himself to God.



God boasts …

Oxen are less than 2000 lb.;
10,000 lb. rhino is better!



Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and
feathers unto the ostrich?

Job 39:13





Commentators are as confounded here as 
anywhere in the Bible, for they want

it to read ostriches and storks!

Their confusion should be no deterrent to 
wings and peacocks, for these words are 

better than their Legion of guesses.



Observations to Trust the KJV for Goodly Wings of Peacocks

1. We start with total faith in the KJV and its individual words without question or reservation (here, here, here).

2. Modern Bibles contradict each other with wild corruptions, proving ignorant of the text and context (here).

3. Peacocks were clearly known to both Tyre’s merchants and the Jews in king Solomon’s day (I Kings 10:22).

4. Peacocks have a notable feather feature, which we usually call its tail, thought it may look like a big wing.
5. The plural wings of plural peacocks differs from the plural wings of the singular, collective noun ostrich,

thus allowing one wing (or tail) for a single peacock but requiring two wings for each and every ostrich.
6. The brief mention of peacocks is like that for raven, grasshopper, horse, hawk, arm (38:41; 39:18,20,26; 40:9).

7. Synecdoche, a part for the whole e.g. all hands on deck (meaning sailors), thus wings for bird and its tail.
8. Metonymy, a connection e.g. way to use your head (brain in head), thus wings for the goodly tail feathers.
9. Euphemism, a polite connection e.g. thigh for genitals (in the Bible), thus wings instead of negative tail.
10. Metaphor, comparing similar things e.g. rivers of waters run down mine eyes, thus wings for a tail wing.
11. Irony, using word(s) with opposite intent e.g. How glorious was the king of Israel to day, for God boasts of

the wings of both birds, but neither has notable wings (the identifier of birds), though both have other
notable features (the tail of a peacock and running speed of an ostrich), with peacock wings not goodly
and ostrich wings not functional, respectively. Ostrich feathers are unlike other bird’s, not used for flying.

12. Other English versions e.g. Bishops Bible (1568) and Geneva Bible (1560/99) and other language Bibles
e.g. Spanish Sagradas Escrituras (1569) and Italian Diodati (1603) had wings and peacocks before the KJV.

http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/proving-the-kjv.pdf
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/one-word-arguments-powerpoint.pdf
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/one-word-arguments-titus.pdf
https://www.biblestudytools.com/job/39-13-compare.html
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Kings-10-22/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Job-38-41/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Job-39-18/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Job-39-20/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Job-39-26/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Job-40-9/


13 Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? or wings and
feathers unto the ostrich?
14 Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in dust,
15 And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that the wild
beast may break them.
16 She is hardened against her young ones, as though they were not
hers: her labour is in vain without fear;
17 Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath he
imparted to her understanding.
18 What time she lifteth up herself on high, she scorneth the horse
and his rider.

Job 39:13-18









God deprived the ostrich of wisdom,
so that she kills her young like

today’s abortionists!

Lamentations 4:3







Which is fastest, horse or ostrich?

Not very close!
Horse about 35!

Ostrich about 43!



God boasts …

See my birds! I gave them 
wings, to little or no profit!



19 Hast thou given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck
with thunder?
20 Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? the glory of his
nostrils is terrible.

Job 39:19-20









God loves horses, and 
He made Secretariat special!



Secretariat won the 1973 Belmont Stakes 
by 31 lengths, with a time that is still the 

record for 1.5 miles on dirt, destroying his 
main competitor Sham, who finished last.



God gave Secretariat a heart that was 2.5 
times that of the average horse, a

powerful engine for racing.



God boasts …

Horses are special, but who 
made them special? I did!



27 Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on
high?
28 She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock,
and the strong place.
29 From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off.
30 Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there
is she.

Job 39:27-30











An eagle’s vision is 6 times or more
better than human vision.

They can see a mouse at ¼ mile
or a rabbit at 2 miles.



God boasts …

Eagles are famous; I made 
all their special traits! You?



Our glorious and blessed God took an 
intermission here to confront Job!



1 Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said,
2 Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? he that
reproveth God, let him answer it.

Job 40:1-2



3 Then Job answered the LORD, and said,
4 Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand
upon my mouth.
5 Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will
proceed no further.

Job 40:3-5



But God would not let Job off so easily,
so the wonderful lesson continued!



Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like
him?

Job 40:9





Thunder is outside the threshold of pain, 
so that those who do know their God

can enjoy it without flinching too
badly or needing to cover ears.

Let it roll!



God loves His thunder, so He had David 
write Psalm 29 about thunder!

The voice of the LORD!



God boasts …

Until you can talk like my 
thunder, stop arguing!



11 Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath: and behold every one that is
proud, and abase him.
12 Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low; and tread
down the wicked in their place.
13 Hide them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret.
14 Then will I also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can
save thee.

Job 40:11-14









God is King of kings, because of what He 
did to kings like Pharaoh and 

Nebuchadnezzar.

















God boasts …

I can easily abase every 
proud enemy! Can you?



15 Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; he eateth grass as
an ox.
16 Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of
his belly.
17 He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are
wrapped together.
18 His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of
iron.
19 He is the chief of the ways of God: he that made him can make his
sword to approach unto him.

Job 40:15-19



Commentators guessed elephant or hippo.

Behemoth is not an elephant or hippo!



Focus on three traits out of those given.

1. Herbivore eats grass like an ox.
2. Moves tail that is like a cedar.
3. God’s greatest land creature.











The elephant, hippopotamus, and 
rhinoceros do not have tails even
close to being like a cedar tree.





Crocodiles certainly have tails like cedar 
trees and move them with great power,

but they do not eat grass like an ox!



It hardly matters exactly what behemoth 
is, for the lesson is that God’s greatest land 

creature is something He made and that 
ought to humble Job in meek submission.



Are there other options that could have 
existed between 2500 and 1500 B.C.

and been known by Job?



Sauropod Dinosaur



Sauropod Dinosaurs



Apatosaurus



Diplodocus



Brachiosaurus



Brontosaurus



Do these dinosaurs have tails like a cedar?



God made behemoth with Job, so this 
huge creature and man coexisted.



Job lived between 2500 and 1500 B.C.

Behemoth might well be extinct now.

We should not limit it to known creatures.



God boasts …

I made the biggest land 
creature living. Get down!



1 Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a
cord which thou lettest down?
2 Canst thou put an hook into his nose? or bore his jaw through with
a thorn?
3 Will he make many supplications unto thee? will he speak soft
words unto thee?
4 Will he make a covenant with thee? wilt thou take him for a servant
for ever?
5 Wilt thou play with him as with a bird? or wilt thou bind him for thy
maidens?

Job 41:1-5



Leviathan is a sea creature that exceeds
all the rest of God’s creatures,

including behemoth.
Job 41:33



33 Upon earth there is not his like, who is made without fear.
34 He beholdeth all high things: he is a king over all the children of
pride.

Job 41:33



He cannot be a whale or a crocodile,
because the stated features deny it.



It hardly matters exactly what leviathan is, 
for the lesson is that God’s greatest

water creature is something He
made and should humble
Job in meek submission.



Are there other options that could have 
existed between 2500 and 1500 B.C.

and been known by Job?



Plesiosaur



Pliosaurus



Mosasaurus



Ichthyosaur



Spinosaurus



Job lived between 2500 and 1500 B.C.

Leviathan might well be extinct now.

We should not limit it to known creatures.



It hardly matters exactly what leviathan is, 
for the lesson is that God’s greatest sea 

creature is something Job could not make, 
and if afraid of it, should be afraid of God.



God boasts …

I made this terrifying sea 
dragon you fear. Get down!



1 Then Job answered the LORD, and said,
2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be
withholden from thee.
3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I
uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I
knew not.

Job 42:1-3



5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye
seeth thee.
6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

Job 42:5-6



God forgave Job and gave him twice 
everything he had before!



And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his
friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.

Job 42:10



Embrace the lesson completely, and gladly admit 
to God that He can do anything with you that He 
chooses, and you will not complain or question.

God is greater than man!
Job 33:12



These four chapters are God’s approach to 
apologetics – defending Himself against 

any self-righteous scorners.



Do not underestimate the value here.

This is the only wise God debating His 
infinite superiority with the

wisest man on earth.



If you want to delight in God and delight in 
His word, then you delight in the things He 

delights in, which have just been shown.
Psalm 37:4

Jeremiah 9:23-24



Among many other benefits, these 
chapters and slides could be great
for devotions with your children.



Among many other benefits, these 
chapters and slides could be great
material for witnessing to others.



Let Christians commit themselves to talk 
about such things among ourselves for
our profit and His great glory, as David 

promised and as Malachi rewarded.

Psalm 145:1-7
Malachi 3:16-18



Embrace the lesson completely, and gladly admit 
to God that He can do anything with you that He 
chooses, and you will not complain or question.

God is greater than man!
Job 33:12



For Further Study

Boasting About God – Isaiah (slides) … http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/boasting-about-god-isaiah.pdf.

Why I Believe the Bible (outline) … http://www.letgodbetrue.com/bible/scripture/why-i-believe-the-bible.php.

Why I Believe the KJV Bible (slides) … http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/proving-the-kjv.pdf.

Knowing God (outline) … http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/knowing-god-complete-01-08-2018.pdf.

Delighting in God (outline) … http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/delight-in-the-lord.pdf.

Famous Last Words (outline) … http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/famous-last-words.pdf.

Some Things Don’t Matter (outline ) … http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/two-or-three-some-details-do-not-matter.pdf.

Word-Perfect Bibles (outline) … http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/one-word-arguments-titus.pdf.

Behemoth & Leviathan (website) … https://creation.com/behemoth-and-leviathan.com.

Leviathan Discovered (blogspot) … http://the-end-time.blogspot.com/2010/07/leviathan-discovered-and-it-aint.html.

Leviathan Found Broad Definition (website) … https://answersingenesis.org/extinct-animals/leviathan-found-broad-definition/.

Could Behemoth Have Been a Dinosaur (website) … Xhttps://answersingenesis.org/dinosaurs/could-behemoth-have-been-a-dinosaur/.
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