|l Thessalonians 2

The Man of Sin Chapter

A chapter with many facts
against modern heresies
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1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,

Paul wrote two epistles to this church in Macedonia, northern Greece.
His first epistle mentions Jesus’ second coming in all five chapters.

The first chapter of this epistle detailed events of the second coming.
Beseech = Beg

The next big event was His return ... Paul did not want them confused.
He wanted their attention for important, secret facts he would give them.

Jesus will come once more ... no tribulation ... and no earthly millennium.




FACTS & HERESIES

* There is only one coming left. Come quickly, Lord.
* A rapture with the wicked left on the earth is false.
* When He comes for us, He will destroy the wicked.

* The gospel is much simpler than men have made it.




2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as
that the day of Christ is at hand.

* They were worried about His return ... should they work (i1 Thess 3:5-15)?

* Unrealistic expectations, like 1844, could wreck their faith (11 Tim 2:16-18).
* Three sources of lies ... a false spirit, false teachers, and a forged epistle.
* Jesus had warned of similar liars and lies about 70 A.D. (Matt 24:4-8,23-27).

e Paul comforted them that Christ’s return was not imminent ... relax!

* Preterism is wrong ... other events, taking centuries, had to occur first.




FACTS & HERESIES

e Jesus Christ’s second coming was not about to occur.
* The devil and religious men will lie any way they can.
* Truth brings peace; lies can produce troubling worry.

* The Bible is the response to all lies (Ps 119:128; Gal 1:6-9).




3 Let nho man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

e Paul had listed three deceivers ... a false spirit, teachers, and epistle.

* Do you trust the Bible? Many have chosen to go against it on this point.

* The futurists have three returns! ... Preterists say it is 1,950 years past!

* We are not surprised with Left Behind, Scofield, Lindsey, Larkin, etc., etc.
* We must be alert for any error about the timing and events of His return.

* With this warning, we should know that popular schemes are wrong.




3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

 Jesus could not return until several certain events had occurred first.

* There are three clear, large events that had to happen before His return.
* You are about to see how stubborn men can be to hold to their agenda.

* Paul warned ... there is a specific order of events before Jesus returns.

* Connected to Daniel and Revelation, the events cover at least 1500 years.

* You are bound to thank God for the rare truth of the next two slides (2:13).




3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Falling away = apostasy = turning from the truth to lies.
Before Jesus could come ... Christians would leave apostolic doctrine.
The Holy Spirit clearly identified the Roman Catholic Church (1 Tim 4:1-6).
Celibacy, Lent, and meat fasting are lies and departures from the faith.

* Truth was corrupted quickly into many abominations (i1 Cor 2:17; Rev 17:1-6).

* Popes, infant baptism, seven sacraments, Latin, Halloween, relics, etc., etc.




3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall

not come, except there come a falling

away first, and that

man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Man of Sin = Popes of Rome

Son of Perdition = Judas Iscariot (n 17:12) = Popes

of Rome

The bishop of Rome became overlord of Europe about 500-600 A.D.

Daniel 7 details how Rome fell to ten kings for a little horn to rule Europe.

* The man of sin has been here a long time, and all

| our fathers knew it.

* Deceived men today imagine some United Nations leader as antichrist.




Major Difference #1

Order of Future Events




3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Major Difference #1 - Order of Future Events

* Jesus could not come again until certain events took place first.

* Paul’'s order: (1) Falling away, (2) antichrist revealed, (3) Jesus’ return.
* Their order: (1) Jesus’ return, (2) falling away, (3) antichrist revealed.
* In the matter Paul warned about - they turned his order upside down.

* They deny any antichrist or tribulation for Christians. But think martyrs!




Paul’s Order is This:

1. Falling Away (Apostasy)
2. Antichrist Revealed
3. Jesus’ Second Coming




False Order:

1. Jesus Returns (Rapture)
2. Falling Away
3. Antichrist Revealed




Someone is right.

Someone Is wrong.




We go with Paul.

We go with the Bible.




Major Difference #2

Who Is the Man of Sin?




3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Major Difference #2 - Who Is the Man of Sin?

The man of Sin, or the antichrist, had to come before Jesus could return.
Man of Sin = Antichrist = Son of Perdition = Judas Iscariot = Popes of Rome
The bishop of Rome became head of the western Roman empire 500-600.

Daniel described this change in detail as the little horn of Rome (Daniel 7).

* The man of sin has been here a long time, and all our fathers knew it well.




4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

Major Difference #2 - Who Is the Man of Sin?

The pope opposes God in His Son Jesus, in His word, and in His ministers.
He opposes and exalts himself above civil rulers and the worship of God.
He sits in the temple of God - a so-called church of Christ - as its God.

He changes any Bible doctrine or rule of God whenever He chooses.

He speaks great blasphemies and demands total allegiance for salvation.
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ut of the mouth of the Pope!

“We hold upon this earth the place
of God Almighty.”

Pope Leo X, in an encyclical letter dated June 20, 1894,
The Great Encyclical Letters of Leo X, p. 304.







For much, much more:



http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/is-catholicism-antichrist.pdf

The Treatise On Antichrist (Waldensians; 1120) states,
“According to the apostle we may truly say, This is that man of
sin complete, that lifts up himself against all that is called God,
or worshipped, and that setteth himself in opposition against
all truth, sitting down in the Temple of God, that is in his

church, and shewing forth himself as if he were God, being
come with all manner of deceivableness for those that perish,
and since he is truly come, he must no longer be looked for; for
he is grown old already by God's permission.”




John Wycliffe (1380) said, “Why is it necessary in unbelief to
look for another Antichrist? Hence in ... Daniel Antichrist is

forcefully described by a horn arising in the time of the fourth
kingdom.”




John Calvin (1509-1564) said, “Some persons think us too
severe and censorious when we call the Roman pontiff
Antichrist. But those who are of this opinion do not consider

that they bring the same charge of presumption against Paul
himself.... | shall briefly show that (Paul's words in Il Thess 2)
are not capable of any other interpretation than that which
applies them to the Papacy.”




The Philadelphia Confession of Faith (Baptist; 1742), in
dealing with the church, states, “Nor can the pope of Rome, in
any sense, be head thereof, but is (2 Thess. ii. 2-9) that

antichrist, that man of sin and son of perdition, that exalteth
himself in the church against Christ, and all that is called God;

whom the Lord shall destroy with the brightness of his
coming.”




LeRoy Froom (1890-1974), the foremost historian of prophetic
interpretation, concludes after nearly three volumes of
carefully documented proof for his statement, “The futurist

view of an individual Jewish Antichrist was unknown among
the Protestants of North America prior to the nineteenth

century.”




"The oracles of God foretold
the rising of an Antichrist
in the Christian Church:
and in the Pope of Rome,
all the characteristics of that Antichrist
are so marvelously answered that if any
who read the Scriptures do not see it,

there is a marvelous blindness upon them."

Cotton Mather



"It is the bounden duty of

every Christian to pray
against Antichrist and as to
what Antichrist is no sane
man ought to raise a
question. | { it be not the
Popery in the Church of
Rome, there is nothing in the
world that can be called by
that name. "

-- Charles Spurgeon




Major Difference #3

What is the Restrainer?




6

And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be

revealed in his time.
7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who
now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.

Major Difference #3 - What Is the Restrainer?

Paul said antichrist could not come until a restrainer was out of the way.

T
T

he restrainer was Rome’s emperors, who had supreme rule of the world.

he bishop of Rome could not become world ruler until Rome had fallen.

Many falsely claim the Holy Spirit is removed ... deserting the 144,000!




6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be
revealed in his time.

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who
now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.

Major Difference #3 - What Is the Restrainer?

Daniel 7 details Rome falling into ten kingdoms before a little horn rises.

Revelation 12-13 and 17-18 describe the Roman beast with ten horns.

Pagan Rome received a mortal wound but came back as Papal Rome.

Paul was vague to protect Christians from civil persecution by Rome.










Tertullian (about 200) wrote, “What is the restraining power?

What but the Roman State, the breaking up of which, by being
scattered into ten kingdoms, shall introduce Antichrist.”




Cyril of lJerusalem (about 300) wrote, “The predicted
Antichrist will come when the times of the Roman Empire shall

be fulfilled.... Ten kings of the Romans shall arise together....
Among these the eleventh is Antichrist, who, by magical and
wicked artifices, shall seize the Roman power.”




Jerome (Roman; about 400) wrote, “He (Paul) shows that that
which restrains is the Roman Empire; for unless it shall have
been destroyed, and taken out of the midst, according to the
prophet Daniel, Antichrist will not come before that." "Let us
therefore say what all ecclesiastical writers have delivered to

us, that when the Roman Empire is destroyed, ten kings will
divide the Roman world among themselves, and then will be
revealed the man of sin.”




Albert Barnes (1798-1870), in his commentary on |l
Thessalonians 2:6-7, says, “To any one acquainted with the
decline and fall of the Roman empire, nothing can be more
manifest than the correspondence of the facts in history
respecting the rise of the papacy, and the statement of the

apostle Paul here.... In all history there cannot, probably, be
found a series of events corresponding more accurately with a
prophetic statement than this; and there is every evidence,

therefore, that these are the events to which the Spirit of
inspiration referred.”




Encyclopedia Britannica (1961) says that the power which was
“universally believed by the Christians to be that which was

retarding the revelation of the Antichrist was the Roman
Empire.”




Paul’s Order is This:

1. Falling Away (Apostasy)
2. Restrainer Removed

3. Antichrist Revealed

4. Jesus’ Second Coming




False Order:

1. Jesus’ Return (rapture)
2. Restrainer Removed

3. Falling Away
4. Antichrist Revealed




Major Difference #4

Is God the Author of Confusion?




11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion,
that they should believe a lie:

Major Difference #4 - Is God the Author of Confusion?

Paul said God would send strong delusion to cause many to believe a lie.
God confused men at Babel and used parables to hide truth from Israel.
This blindness helped the apostasy and caused men to follow the RCC.
Until you have tried to convert a Catholic, you cannot appreciate the truth.
This is exactly opposite the fable that God wants all men to believe truth.

For much more ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/god/is-god-the-author-of-confusion/sermon.php.



http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/god/is-god-the-author-of-confusion/sermon.php

Major Difference #5

Does God Elect to Salvation?




13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth:

Major Difference #5 - Does God Elect to Salvation?

Paul was bound to thank God for the belief of truth by the Thessalonians.

God elected them from the beginning to be saved and believe the truth.

God loved them and chose them to be saved from Catholic superstition.

God’s election caused the Spirit to regenerate them to believe the truth.




Differences So Far:

1
2
3.
A
5

. Order of Events
. Who is Antichrist?

What is Restrainer?

. Author of Confusion
. Election to Salvation




There are truly no minor
differences in the Bible,

but the Spirit’s emphasis
in this chapter leads us to
identify some lesser ones.




Minor Difference #1

Satan Deceives by All Means




2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as
that the day of Christ is at hand.

3 Let no man deceive you by any means....

Minor Difference #1 - Satan Deceives by All Means

* Another spirit, Jesus, and gospel are threats (il Cor 11:3-4; 1 Tim 4:1; 1 John 4:1).
* Christians must identify false teachers and false scriptures to hold truth.
* Most Christians are too ignorant, compromising, and lazy to reject heresy.

* There must be vigilance and violence lest errors creep in (Jude 1:3; Gal 1:6-9).




Minor Difference #2

Paul Rejected Preterism




2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,

neither by spirit, nor by

word, nor by letter as from us, as

that the day of Christ is at hand.

Minor Difference

Preterism is the heresy that al

#2 - Paul Rejected Preterism

] prophecies were fulfilled in 70 A.D.

You can hardly comprehend t

his conclusion, but a few heretics believe it.

Paul in a passage of timing declared Christ’s return to be quite far off.

By bringing in the little horn of Rome, he put at least 1260 years before it.

For much more ... http: //www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/prophecy/preterism/sermon.php.



http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/prophecy/preterism/sermon.php

Minor Difference #3

Day of Christ vs. Day of Lord




2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as
that the day of Christ is at hand.

Minor Difference #3 - Day of Christ vs. Day of Lord

Scofield, a lawyer then preacher, knew his goose was cooked in this place.

He invented two days - before and after antichrist — and changed it here.
Their “day of the Lord” - 70 A.D. in the Bible - is still very future to them.
He wrote “day of Christ” should be “day of the Lord” - compounding lies.

He is wrong on many, many iSSUes ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/scofield-lies.pdf.



http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/scofield-lies.pdf

Scofield’s Introduction to Il Thessalonians
(New Scofield Reference Bible, page 1271)

“The theme of Second Thessalonians is, unfortunately, obscured by a
mistranslation in the A.V. of 2.2, where ‘day of Christ is at hand’ (I Cor.
1.8, note) should be, ‘day of the Lord is now present’ (Isa. 2.12, refs.).

The Thessalonian converts were ‘shaken in mind’ and ‘troubled,
supposing . . . that the persecutions from which they were suffering
were those of the ‘great and terrible day of the Lord,” from which they
had been taught to expect deliverance by ‘the day of Christ, and our
gathering together unto him’ (2.1).”




Minor Difference #4

Falling Away




3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Minor Difference #4 - Falling Away

 Falling away from apostolic truth came while apostles lived (john’s epistles).

* Yet most conservative Christians revere the apostolic church fathers.

* Yet most conservative Christians rank manuscripts by their age (i1 cor 2:17).

* Yet most conservative Christians adore men like Irenaeus, Origen, etc.

* They miss baptismal regeneration, sacraments, Lent, saint worship, etc.




Minor Difference #5

What is the Temple of God?




4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

Minor Difference #5 - What is the Temple of God?

here are only two Jewish temples - Solomon’s & Zerubbabel’s (Hag 2:1-9).

his cannot be either, since the timeline of events is well beyond 70 A.D.

* God calls local churches the temple of God (1 Cor 3:16-17; 11 Cor 6:16; Eph 2:19-22).

* The RCC claims to be the church of Christ, so temple fits their pretension.

* The Bible does not admit or prophesy a third temple in Jerusalem at all.
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Minor Difference #6

Wise Men Are Civilly Prudent




5 Remember ye not, that, when | was yet with you, | told you
things?

these

Minor Difference

#6 - Wise Men Are Civilly Prudent

Paul is very obscure about the withholding and letting power here.

[tis t]

ne Roman Empire and

[tis tl

|its emperor. Wise men are prudent (prov 22:3).

ne Roman Empire and

|its emperor. Wise men will hide (prov 28:12).

Think about the contentious clerk in Kentucky and the baker in Denver.

Gospel faith of another king had previously troubled this city (Acts 17:5-8).

* Wise men are not compromisers for disguising their faith in such times.




Minor Difference #7

Truth Consumed Antichrist




8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord

shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of his coming:

Minor Difference #7 - Truth Consumed Antichrist

Jesus will destroy Antichrist at His second coming (see Daniel and Revelation).
But before that He would consume and erode its power by gospel truth.
Daniel saw antichrist’'s dominion taken away and consumed (Dan 7:26).
Bible truth exposes superstition — as our translators wrote (KJv dedicatory).

Think Gunpowder Plot, Cromwell, Reformation, printing press, etc., etc.




| will cause a boy who drives a
plow to know more of the
scriptures than the pope.

~ William Tyndale

f

AZ QUOTES




The King James translators (1611), in their preface, wrote,
“The zeal of Your Majesty toward the house of God,

manifesting itself abroad in the farthest parts of Christendom,

by writing in defence of the Truth, (which hath given such a
blow unto that man of sin, as will not be healed.)”




Minor Difference #8

Signs Prove Nothing




9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with
all power and signs and lying wonders,

Minor Difference #8 - Signs Prove Nothing

* The man of sin would have many different miracles, like Judas and others.

* Moses taught God allows miracles to test your love of scripture (Deut 13:1-5).

* Moses taught that just one false miracle proves a prophet a liar (Deut 18:22).
* The RCC has weeping statues, a shroud, healings, cloud formations, etc.
* Jeanne Dixon, a Roman Catholic Satanist, prophesied JFK’s assassination.

* Charismatics are 99% fake, but even with 1%, the Bible is our only rule.




Minor Difference #9

Lack of Truth Damns Men




10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
that perish; because they received not the love of the truth,
that they might be saved.

Minor Difference #9 - Love of Truth Saves Men

Truth is an incredible blessing offered by God (Ps 19:1-6; Ro 1:18-21; Ac 14:15-17).
Buy the truth by rejecting hindrances, and then never sell it (Prov 23:23; 18:1).
Moses told Israel how their truth would be the envy of nations (Deut 4:5-8).
The gospel of Christ liberates souls, women, children, economies, etc.

The truth here is primarily apostolic teaching against lies of Catholicism.




Minor Difference #10

Rejecting Truth Damns Men




12 That they all might be damned who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Minor Difference #10 - Rejecting Truth Damns Men

Truth is an incredible blessing offered by God (ps 19:1-6; Ro 1:18-21; Ac 14:15-17).
Buy the truth by selling any hindrance, and then never sell it (pr23:23; 18:1).
RCC nations are blind and ignorant compared to nations around them.
Catholicism is contrary to reason e.g. Mass, so it breeds superstition.

Religions have a lie in their right hand to practical damnation (is 44:9-20).

America and Christians in it are rejecting truth wholesale (11 Tim 3:6-8; 4:3-4).




"A time will come
when instead of
shepherds feeding the
sheep, the church will
have clowns

entertaining the

goats.*

-C.H.Spurgeon




Minor Difference #11

The Spirit Works Before Faith




13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth:

Minor Difference #11 - The Spirit Works Before Faith

God chose in eternity, but the Spirit sanctified (made holy) to conversion.
Spirit regeneration must come before faith due to man’s total depravity.
Perpetual thanks to God for salvation from lies is by work of the Spirit.

For more about regeneration ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/born-again-truth.pdf.



http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/born-again-truth.pdf

Minor Difference #12

Truth Is a Glorious Gift




14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Minor Difference #12 - Truth Is a Glorious Gift

God chose, the Spirit regenerated, they believed ... by gospel preaching.

Most Christians can only think of heaven as glory, so they miss this text.

There is great glory to know details of God, Jesus, and salvation correctly.
New Testament preaching advances men from glory to glory (i1 cor 3:6-18).

* The devil blinds most, but we have glory revealed (i1 Cor 4:1-7; Jn 17:22; 1 Pet 1:8).

* From more about glOry unto gOry http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/from-glory-to-glory.pdf.


http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/from-glory-to-glory.pdf

Minor Difference #13

Traditions Must Be Apostolic




15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions
which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

Minor Difference #13 - Traditions Must Be Apostolic

* The RCC has two things above scripture - tradition and the magisterium.

hey will argue from antiquity of a practice against any Bible evidence.

he RCC is mother of abominations, so others follow her evil traditions.
* Think Christmas, infant baptism, crosses, sacraments, steeples, etc., etc.

 Christians stand fast with the apostles, but the RCC falls away from them.

 We must tenaciously hold to the apostles ... and all else is sin or liberty.



Minor Difference #14

Final Consolation and Hope




16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our
Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting
consolation and good hope through grace,

Minor Difference #14 - Final Consolation and Hope

Does Il Thess 1-2 excite you? Itis everlasting consolation and good hope.
Believing these things brings blessings by Jesus Christ Himself and God.
Do you see the love? Do you see the love of God your Father in this place?
He has done so much for us that we should be forever consoled with joy.

He has promised so much for us that we should have good hope forever.




Minor Difference #15

Conversion Produces Results




17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word
and work.

Minor Difference #15 - Conversion Produces Results

* Jesus Himself and God your loving Father will comfort and establish you.
* The Thessalonians were troubled (1:7; 2:2). Are you fearful? Take comfort!
* God has done ... is doing ... and shall do great things to you and for you.

 What happens in D.C. or anywhere is no more a threat than fallen Rome.

* Take comfort and confidence in God and Jesus for good words and works.

* Many have died martyr deaths ... will you live a mortified life for our king?
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For Further Study

Il Thessalonians 2 ... http://www.letgsodbetrue.com/pdf/second-thess-2.pdf.

Antichrist Identified ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/antichrist-future-things-1985.pdf.

Great Prophecies of the Bible ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/bible/prophecy/great-prophecies-of-the-bible.php.

Is Catholicism Antichrist? ... http://www.leteodbetrue.com/pdf/is-catholicism-antichrist.pdf.

Catholicism Against the Bible ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/is-catholicism-christian.pdf.

Five Kingdoms of Daniel 2 and 7 ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/five-kingdoms.pdf.

Daniel 7 Detailed ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/bible/prophecy/daniel07.php.

The Rome Connection ... http://www.leteodbetrue.com/sermons/prophecy/rome-connection/sermon.php.

Preterism Refuted ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/prophecy/preterism/sermon.php.

Christmas Is Spiritual Adultery ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/bible/holidays/christmas-is-adultery.php.

The Gunpowder Plot ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/gunpowder-plot-guy-fawkes.pdf.

Five Phases of Salvation ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/salvation/five-phases-of-salvation/sermon.php.

God Author of Confusion ... http://www.letgodbetrue.com/sermons/god/is-god-the-author-of-confusion/sermon.php.

Witnhess of 70 A.D. ... http://www.leteodbetrue.com/sermons/prophecy/70ad/sermon.php.
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