


The Book of Philemon
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Changed Men Are Peacemakers
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The Book of Philemon

Soft Skills for Kingdom Unity

Godly Wisdom to Move Even Princes



Philemon is exquisitely beautiful
and delicate, a model of courtesy

and politeness, perfect for
adorning Christianity.




Philemon and Colossians, written
by Paul at the same time, are very
different, showing the range of

t I dzf Qa A aR2Y |




Philippi

"\ )3 Ephesus

()
Corinth8 - Colossae

%,




About40 of our young children

are learning the wisdom of a soft
answer instead of grievous words.




A soft answerturneth away wrath: but grievouswords stir up

anger
Proverbs 15:1




& ave i.*
you with anvthing

YO You didn't)” wpe ok, let’s not argue about it

» “Sure! We can play what YOou want to play1*
r NOW . i

ine thet ~ervone would enjoy.
5%

“OK, maybe you are r

“You're so mean!

I"'m noy Playing with YOu ever again!

‘No you didn’» "Yes | didg”, »

“No, d

0 1l Yourselfr+




By long forbearingis a prince persuaded,and a soft tonque

breakeththe bone.
Proverbs 25:15







Soft Skills for Christians

lllustrated by the Apostle Paul
To Win theAgreementof Philemon



Why Is Philemon in the Bible?

It IS an inspired volume of our
66-book divine library.




16 All scriptureis givenby inspirationof God,and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness

17 Thatthe man of God may be perfect, throughly furnishec
unto all goodworks

Il Timothy 3:1617




Why Is Philemon in the Bible?

¢CtKSNE I NB a4SUOSNJI f

grace ornrue godlinesghat
can easlily béaught.




PossibleNays to Teach and Apply Philemon

Aw9t 9b ¢! bOn@simds. 0 &

AChwDL +9 b PHlgmonX 0 &

At 9!/ 9a! YIPauD X o0&

Al hbx9w{Lhb X Paul. hySaAYdza o8&
Aag9w/ £ X 0@ tldAd YR tKATfTSY2Yy (2
A/ 1 ! b D 9howKtheXgaspel affectmen of every kind and station.
Al/lwL{¢L!b{ X INB O2dzNIIiS2dzas 3ISYyif
A{[!'+9w, X Aa y2i O2YyRSYYSR 2N R
Al [ 9Dhw, X 27F /vwabh2all CREINEIYHES NPLIRA N
A FREEDOM for Onesimusas a servant in Chrigtco 7:2@4: Ga 3:28: | Ti 64).




Philemon iIs In the Bible to teach us

how to make peace so our church
will be ONE as Jesus taught.




Thatthey all may be one; asthou, Father,art in me,and | In
thee, that they also may be one In us that the world ma

believethat thou hastsentme.
John 17:21




Philemon is in the Bible for us to

have agreat churchforD 2 R Q &
glory and our pleasure.




Behold,how good and how pleasantit Is for brethren to dwell

togetherin unity!

Psalm 133:1




Let us prove Christianity to the
g2NI R U0KS by@geaeaR Q4

peace and unity in our church.




Thatthey all may be one; asthou, Father,art in me,and | In
thee, that they also may be one In us that the world ma

believethat thou hastsentme.
John 17:21




34 A new commandmentl give unto you, That ye love one
another, asl havelovedyou,that ye alsolove one another

35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples if ye
havelove oneto another
John 13:3435




And Jesusansweredhim, saying,lt is written,
Thatmanshallnot live by breadalone,but by

everyword of God

Luke 4:4
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Jonah, an early prophet, lived

no later than the reign of
Jeroboam Il of Israel.
Il Kings 14:25

2 KSy D2R

tells you to do
a2YSGKAY3

Do It!

Supporting Information

Lesson or Rule to Learn



The Situation

Paul appealed to a rich master to

forgive a runaway servant and
take him back on better terms.




What youwill read isreally not
T | APRlerfon theich maste

does not stand a chance.




Paul combined appeals that are

Incomparably courteous, gracious,
wise, and powerfully persuasive.




If you ever had to read, write, or
deliver a persuasive speech, this

one trumps any human effort.

(Comparehe epistle of Caius Pliny in a similar situation.)




Wil you learn this kind of gentle

love of one another with me so
we can be ONE as Jeguayed?




t | dzt gl a | Y |
Do not doubt it

He had more zeal than Jehu, but

he knew how to use It wisely,
and he continued zealous.



13 Forye have heard of my conversationin time pastin the

WS graligion, how that beyond measure| persecutedthe
churchof God,andwastedit:

14 And profited in the WS é&ligibn abovemany my equalsin
mine own nation, being more exceedinglyzealous of the

traditions of my fathers
Galatians 1:134




[ SGQa 3I2H

Philemon Is between Titus and
Hebrews and overlooked
to our own loss.







L 0 - HpPp OSNRSE

but It Is totally different from Jude
and his scathing condemnation of
apostates and false teachers.




Godchose to include In the divine

library this personal letter about
a private conflict of two men.




Eachunderlined word or phrase

the versesshouldbe analyzed for
kind wisdom to move Philemon.




Eachexplanationof the verses

canbe usedo helpyoube
a godly peacemaker




1 Paul,a prisoner of JesusChrist,and Timothy our brother,
unto Philemonour dearlybeloved andfellowlabourer

A Paul identified himself asgrisoner not the apostle of the Gentiles.

A He was a prisoner for Jesus. Philemon was not and would have ¢

A Paul was not alone, but the excellent Timotbwyr brother was there.

At KS& O LJ dzNJ f & 2 dzNEtheir dedRRodBvaddfriengl

A They included Philemon adellowlabourerof these two champions.




Soft Skill &

Lower your own rank and
authority to get down.




Soft Skill 2

wkAasS GKS 210
and importancdgo honor.




2 Andto our belovedApphig and Archippusour fellowsoldier
andto the churchin thy house

4

AThisbeloved Apphia | ¢2YIl yQa VI YSSE gl a

A Archippus was likely a pastat Coloss®r Laodiceacol 4:17).

A Both Paul and Timothy were includédLJt dzNJ f & 2 dzNE 0

AThey also greeted th®@ K dzND K i K | i

ACKSaS 20KSNAR f A1Sft e




Soft Skill B

Gently include any dear
or Important persons.




3 Graceto you, and peace,from Godour Fatherandthe Lord
JesuChrist

AThisO2 YY 2V 3 NE S wds 16 The tBrée and-clozfciDidentifie

A Note the plural pronouryou, which requires more than just Philemo

A Follow the pronoung plural second person (y) and the singular (t).

A Christianggreet or saluted A 0 K Y 2 NiIH 208K [ yYNBX & 2

AIf Christians invoked God and Christ like thig/ould end much folly




Soft Skill #4

If exhortinga brother,
always invokehe Lord.




4 | thank my God, making mention of thee alwaysin my
prayers

A Note the singulapronouns for PaulonlXL X Y& X (K¢

A Paul now went privatevith Philemon for thepersonal matterat hand.

A Paul commended Philemon byanking God for hinmn prayers.

A Paul praised Philemon ®ways making mentionf him in his prayers

A Praying for a persois a powerful way to commend and endear the




Soft Skill #5

A matter of offence or
conduct Is to be private.




9 Debatethy causewith thy neighbourhimselt and discove
not a secretto another.

10 Lesthe that hearethit put thee to shame,andthine infam
turn not away

Proverbs 25:90




Moreoverif thy brother shalltrespassagainstthee, go andtell
him hisfault betweenthee andhim alone if he shallhearthee,

thou hastgainedthy brother.
Matthew 18:15




Soft Skill #6

Prayer should always
precede confrontation.




5 Hearingof thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the
L ordJesusandtoward all saints

A Paul told Philemon that he hadgaeat reputation even in Rome.

A His wellknown virtues were faith and love, but Paul powe first

A This is Paul altering the ord&r emphasize needed loveee Ii Peter 1:8).

AHelLJddzi t KAf SY2y Qa f 20S wheidit b&ldnds(

At KA f Slave fgrQigsaintswvas also known, and Paul would call o




Soft Skilk#7

Use a reputation where
possible for your appeal.




Soft Skill#8

Commend those traits
that will help your case.




6 Thatthe communicationof thy faith may becomeeffectual

by the acknowledgingof every good thing whichis in you in

ChristJesus

A Thecommunication of his faitlvas his giving to help needy Christia

A Effectual= effective = ac

A Giving to othergauses t

nieving itkesired or properesult.

nem to praise God about yo@or 9:1214).

At | dzf LINJ & S R ex€efadtrait & ahfriB/i6 Peyk@odvn by all

A Anygood that we do contrary to nature is, by, and to the Lord Jes




Soft Skilk#9

Commend and praise
the good In the person.




Soft Skilk#10

Appeal toyour desirefor
others to see hisgirtues.




/ Forwe haveqgreat oy and consolationin thy love, because¢
the bowelsof the saintsare refreshedby thee, brother.

At I dzft 6Sy G o O] (edhanc&tbe plaitedzdNEhikemc

At KAf SY2y Qa OKI N U @readjby@rl cdnsoldrion

At | dzf A Ty 2 NItk hereKsb heSoUR gtreggotherly love.

At KA f SY 2 yredved Qdnts MAraulevhich Paul would call on

A Paul had called him dearly beloved and fellowlabourer, bovther.




Soft Skil#11

ldentify and emphasize
all the good his traits do




8 Wherefore though | might be muchbold in Christto enjoin
thee that whichis convenient

APaulappealedtohispraise T t KAf SY2y Qa OKI N

A He kindly reminded Philemdnis kingdom authorityas an apostle.

A Enjoin= command or require.

AHe could have ordered Philemon to it, the chose a gentler path

AHe introduced hi$ S U (0 S NX&% a madieN Eléadpeper and right




Soft Skill #2

Take the gentlest course
you canin afirst effort.




Soft Skill £3

Do not threaten or warn
until absolutely needed




9 Yetfor { 2 ¢sSk@ldather beseechthee, beingsuchan one
asPaulthe aged andnow alsoa prisonerof JesusChrist

A Since they weréoving friends Paul would ignore his gospel authorit

A Beseecl¥ beg or implore.

A Instead of ordering Philemon to a good de®dwl chose to beg him

A Paul pliedPhilemonemotionally thathe Paul

A Not only was Paul old, but he was also an

washow an old man

widoner for Jesus




Soft Skill #4

Appeal to brotherly love
If true and a sound basis.




Soft Skill £5

Emotionalappealso
clrcumstances are/se.




|s this verse fair to Philemon?




aLa 2dzNJ FNASYRaK

to hear a simple reqguest from
UKA&a 2fR LINANazy




t  dzf ONXzy OKSR t KA

Proverbs 25:15




By long forbearingis a prince persuaded,and a soft tonque

breakeththe bone.
Proverbs 25:15




10 | beseechthee for my sonOnesimuswhom | havebeqgotten
IN my bonds

A Paul usedeseechagaing to beg or imploreg in successive sentence

A Before naming Onesimus and the request, Paul calledijrson

At KAf SY2yY KSIFNR U0KS VYI YS onSonNS

A Then Paul immediately declared the runaway asmverted man

A And for the third time, Paul reminded Philemba was in prison




Soft Skill #6

Emphasize any affection
or connection to help.




Soft Skill &7

Appeal to any standing In
Christ of involved parties.




11 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now
profitableto thee andto me:

A Paul identified any fault of Onesimusagast evento longer true.

A Onesimus by conversion wasw a valuable persoto both of them.

A Onesimus could and woultenefit Philemonif he took him back.

A Onesimus was valuabte Pau| which he wouldjive u

AHe granted in the next verses thia¢ belonged to Phi

n for Philemon.

emon first




Soft Skill £8

ldentify any change In
facts that alters the case.




Soft Skill £9

Appeal to theprofit of
making theright choice.




12 Whom | have sent again thou therefore receivehim, that
IS, mine own bowels

A This runaway did not return only on hisown tbuf 42 2V t.|

A Onesimus returned voluntarily by | daidwizéandwith hisreference

A Therefore Philemon should receive Onesimu® t | dzf Qa&.

A Since Paul was involved in the deal as statasas like receiving Pau

A Paul appealed emotionally tas affection (bowels) for Onesimus




Soft Skilk#20

Go to bat and commit
yourself for another party.




Soft Skil#21

Evoke as much sympathy
as you can for all involved.




13 Whom | would haveretainedwith me, that in thy steadhe
might haveministeredunto me in the bondsof the gospel

A Paul told Philemon hdesired to keep Onesimusith him in Rome.

A This was a strong endorsementtofyf S&4 A Ydza Q& O2V. O

A Philemonwas not in Romeyut Onesimus helped Paas by Philemo.

A Paulmentionedhisimprisonmenta fourth time; did Philemon get it?

AOnesimus was anassettoPaul, KU 461 4 t KA f SY 2




Soft Skil#22

Admit you get along well
with the one they resent.




Soft Skilk#23

Appeal toyour pain by
choosing to confront.




Parents may tell a child a

spanking hurts them more than
0KS OKAfRXZ Ff 0SNJ




14 But without thy mind would | do nothing; that thy benefit
shouldnot be asit were of necessitybut willingly.

A Paul allowed Philemoto be in chargef the location of Onesimus.

AWhether in Rome or Colosse, Paul wan®dlemon to decid&imself.

A Paul appealed to his setenial tosend Onesimus back to Philemon

A Onesimus could have helped Paul, hatwould notbetray Philemon

A Philemon could benefity Onesimus, either in Rome or in Colosse.




Soft Skil#24

Put the burden of choice
and action on the person.




Soft Skilk#25

Showthe benefit to be
gained by their wisdom.




15 Forperhapshe therefore departedfor a seasonthat thou
shouldestreceivehim for ever,

A Paul appealed to the providence of God tlee benefit of Philemon

APauldrewthedots2 ¥ hy SAaA Ydza Qa RS Libr ydodiz

At | dzft SELX I AYSR (KS Nlk¢ JogephdincEgypt

A Everythinghat happened had turnedto KA f SY2yV Q& .LJ

AtCKS 2yfté GKAY3 f S ThisretEeptidh df Bnedinti




Soft Skill 26

All events of time are by
D2ZRQa RANBOUA?Z




Soft Skill 27

Maximumprofit requires
our trusting obedience




16 Not now as a servant but above a servant, a brother
beloved speciallyto me, but how much more unto thee, both
In the flesh,andin the Lord?

A Paul went furthergr Onesimus wago longer merely a pagan servant

A He was now a brother in Christ fit forotherly love and agreement

A Paul considered hirauch to himselbn a very high scale of usefulne

A But he savhow much more valu®nesimus could be to Philemon.

ANot only did he have fleshly gifts, bawas nowa committed Christian




Soft Skill 228

If abrotherisinvolved,
remind of brotherhood.




Soft Skill 229

Appeal to althe benefits
In the flesh andn Christ




This squeeze Is unmatched

In short letters by any
writer anywhere.




Philemon iIs being manipulated

to godliness by a master
In the Holy Ghost.




YR 0& D2RQa

we have a private letter
shared with us.




God addressed slavery b
rules for servants and
masters, like for
marriage.




A Christian would not be crushed
by servitude or slavery, as 40% of

the Roman world was servants.
(ICor7:20-24; Gal 3:28; Tit 2:90; | Pet 2:123)




Fromthe & S NIVieWww, i Qa

duty was not altered by a
pagan orChristian master.




1 Letasmanyservantsasare underthe yoke counttheir own
mastersworthy of all honour that the name of God and his

doctrinebe not blasphemed
2 Andthey that have believingmasters,let them not despise

becausethey are brethren; but rather do them service
becausahey are faithful and beloved,partakersof the benefit.

Thesehingsteachandexhort
| Timothy 6:12




17 If thou count me therefore a partner, receivenim asmyself

A Paul appealed to Philemon on the basishefir kingdom relationship

AL F SHondl

A Paul knew Philemon counted him a partrigut he put him to the test

A AnyresentmentPhilemonhad of Onesimus, he was $ee him as Pz




Soft Skilk#30

Put the brotherly duty on
the party to prove It so.




Soft Skil#31

Turn the conflict as if you
were the offending party.




18 If he hath wrongedthee, or oweth thee ought, put that on
mine account

A Paul knew there was wrong and debt, e reduced its significance

A Paul had said enough for past offenceshsodly be a present concer

A AnythingPhilemonheld againstOnesimushe should charge it to Pa

A Here is where wisdom could bring up 10,000 talents and 100 pen




Soft Skil#32

Minimize the offence as
much as justly possible.




Soft Skilk#33

When you can, take
the offence on yourself.




19 | Paulhavewritten it with mine own hand | will repayit:
albeit| do not sayto thee how thou owestunto me eventhine

own selfbesides

A Paul did not ordinarily write his epistlésit used others to do it.

A Writing it himself kept the matter private and wadit surety bond

AWhatever Philemon still held against Onesinfsyl would repay it

A Paul gently reminded Philemdre owed Paul his sobly conversion.

A Note how Paul gently said lvgas not saying what he saiBerfect!







Soft Skil#34

Bring every fact to bear
to prove total privacy.




Soft Skilk#35

Remind the party of what
you have done for them.




Soft Skilk#36

Learn to soft sell reproof
by denying your criticism.




28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went:
and he madeasthoughhe would havegonefurther.

29 But they constrainedhim, saying,Abide with us: for It Is

toward evening,and the day Is far spent And he went In to
tarry with them.

Luke 24:289



20 Yeaprother, let me havejoy of thee in the Lord refreshmy
bowelsin the Lord

A Paul told Philemon his Christian obedience waejdice his heart

A He told him that his reception of Onesimus wotgdfresh his bowels

A He modified both personal blessings as beémthe Lord Jesus Chris

A Paul the old prisoner asked a simple favorHisrjoy and refreshment




Soft Skill#37

Make a personal appeal
to the joyyou will have.




Soft Skilk#38

Explain the kingdom joy
his godliness could bring.




21 Having confidencein thy obediencel wrote unto thee,
kKnowingthat thou wilt alsodo morethan | say

APaul appealedtohi®2 VY TA RS Y OS chashcter #d dorglce

A To not do what Paul requested would bedeny hisown reputation

A Paul expressed confidence Philemmould go above and beyond




Soft Skilk#39

I LILISEE a2 |
character andeputation.




Soft Skilk#40

Remind them of zeal for
exceeding magnificence.




And Davidsaid, Solomonmy sonis youngand tender, and the
housethat Is to be builded for the LORDmust be exceeding

magnifical,of fame and of glory throughoutall countries | will

therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared

abundantlybefore hisdeath.
| Chronicle22:5




22 But withal prepare me also a lodging for | trust that
throughyour prayersl shallbe givenunto you.

A Paul told Philemon to be readgr his visit in the near future

A How could Philemon deny Paiflhe would at his home soén

A Paul asked that Philemon pray foim, which impliesagreement

A Paul reverted to plural pronouns (y) for the four parties in Colosse

A Paul knew that more than just Philemon wexeying for his visit




Soft Skil#41

Promise gentle follovup
to encourage action.




Soft Skil#42

Pray abouit; prayer says
agreement and action.




23 Theresalutethee Epaphrasmy fellowprisonerin Chris
Jesus

A Paul told Philemon there wemher kingdom servants saluting him

A Epaphras had been pastor of Colosse, but was now in pgsQrv: 4:2).

A Kingdom servants saluting Philemon wouldkioed and wise pressure

A This is the fifth reference of Paul being in prisBid Philemon get it?




24 Marcus,AristarchusPemas)]. ucasmy fellowlabourers

A Paul told Philemon there wem@ther Kingdom servants saluting him
A These glorious kingdom meme also listed in Colossians 4:9.
Alt is very likely thaPaul wrote Colossians at the satirae from Rome

Alt is very likely thaPaul sent both epistles to Colosse by Onesimus

A Colossians calls Onesimadaithful and beloved brothatol 4:9).




25 The graceof our Lord JesusChristbe with your spirit.
Amen

A This common closing ¥ t waslz ti2dhree and church identified.

A Note the plural pronouryour,which meansnore than just Philemaon

A The grace of Jesus Christ is for, upon, and abidient Christians

AChristand NB S 2 NJ al f dzidcsh 260A{XilK IyY2>NE.




Subscription to thé=pistle
Written from Rome to Philemon, by Onesimus a serva

A This is uninspired matter, but very likely true for internal reasons.

A Onesimus is listed with Tychicas coming from Paul to Colosge-9).

A The subscription to Colossians includgshicus and Onesimus




What youhave read iseally not
T | APRderfon therich mastea

did not stand a chance.




Paul combined appeals that are

Incomparably courteous, gracious,
wise, and powerfully persuasive.




If he had to, Paul could be very

authoritative and demanding, If
his gentle appeals did not work.




1 Now | Paul myself beseechyou by the meeknessand
gentlenesof Christ who In presenceam baseamongyou, but
beingabsentam bold toward you:

2 Butl beseechyou, that | maynot be bold when| am present
with that confidence,wherewith | think to be bold agains

some,whichthink of usasif we walkedaccordingo the flesh
Il Corinthians 10:R




Did Paul manipulate Philemon?

Of course! Yes! For godliness!




Did Paul flatter Philemon?

Of course not! Not even close!




Wil you learn this kind of gentle

love of one another with me so
we can be ONE as Jesus prayed?




Will you be peacemakers in this

church and put any brothers
at one again, like Paul did?




Blessedare the peacemakers for they shall be called the

childrenof God
Matthew 5:9




2 K2 aKz2dzZ R é2dz |
SGSY I AYy X F2
gentle like Jesus and Paul
for peace, unity, and joy?



Blessedare the peacemakers for they shall be called the

childrenof God
Matthew 5:9




Let us have the beautiful and

aromatic church that David
wrote about In Psalm 133.




Behold,how good and how pleasantit Is for brethren to dwell

togetherin unity!

Psalm 133:1




5AR tl dzAf Qa f SUuSN

Church history says it did, and we
would be fools to think otherwise.







