


The Book of Philemon

DƻŘΩǎ DǊŀŎŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ aŜƴ
Changed Men Are Peacemakers







The Book of Philemon

Soft Skills for Kingdom Unity
Godly Wisdom to Move Even Princes



Philemon is exquisitely beautiful 
and delicate, a model of courtesy 

and politeness, perfect for 
adorning Christianity.



Philemon and Colossians, written 
by Paul at the same time, are very 

different, showing the range of 
tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŘǳǘȅΦ





About 40 of our young children 
are learning the wisdom of a soft 
answer instead of grievous words.



A soft answerturneth awaywrath: but grievouswords stir up
anger.

Proverbs 15:1





By long forbearing is a prince persuaded,and a soft tongue
breakeththe bone.

Proverbs 25:15





Soft Skills for Christians

Illustrated by the Apostle Paul
To Win the Agreement of Philemon



Why is Philemon in the Bible?

It is an inspired volume of our
66-book divine library.



16 All scriptureis givenby inspirationof God,and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness:
17 That the man of Godmay be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all goodworks.

II Timothy 3:16-17



Why is Philemon in the Bible?

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
grace or true godliness that

can easily be taught.



Possible Ways to Teach and Apply Philemon

Åw9t9b¢!b/9 Χ ōȅ Onesimus.

ÅChwDL±9b9{{ Χ ōȅ Philemon.

Åt9!/9a!YLbD Χ ōȅ Paul.

Å/hb±9w{Lhb Χ ƻŦ hƴŜǎƛƳǳǎ ōȅ Paul.

Åa9w/¸ Χ ōȅ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴ ǘƻ hƴŜǎƛƳǳǎΦ

Å/I!bD9 Χ ƛǎ how the gospel affects men of every kind and station.

Å/IwL{¢L!b{ Χ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǳǊǘŜƻǳǎΣ ƎŜƴǘƭŜΣ ƘǳƳōƭŜΣ ƳŜŜƪΣ ǿƛǎŜ ǇŜŀŎŜƳŀƪŜǊǎΦ

Å{[!±9w¸ Χ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ƻǊ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛǎǘƭŜΦ

Å![[9Dhw¸ Χ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ was ƴƻǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘΦ

ÅFREEDOM Χ for Onesimus as a servant in Christ (I Co 7:20-24; Ga 3:28; I Ti 6:1-2). 



Philemon is in the Bible to teach us 
how to make peace so our church 

will be ONE as Jesus taught.



That they all may be one; as thou, Father,art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believethat thou hastsentme.

John 17:21



Philemon is in the Bible for us to 
have a great church for DƻŘΩǎ

glory and our pleasure.



Behold,how goodand how pleasantit is for brethren to dwell
togetherin unity!

Psalm 133:1



Let us prove Christianity to the 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ Χ by great 
peace and unity in our church.



That they all may be one; as thou, Father,art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believethat thou hastsentme.

John 17:21



34 A new commandmentI give unto you, That ye love one
another; asI havelovedyou,that yealsoloveoneanother.
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
haveloveoneto another.

John 13:34-35



Three Kinds of Slides

AndJesusansweredhim, saying,It is written,
Thatmanshallnot liveby breadalone,but by
everyword of God.

Luke 4:4
=         DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ

Jonah, an early prophet, lived
no later than the reign of

Jeroboam II of Israel.
II Kings 14:25

=          Supporting Information

²ƘŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ
tells you to do
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Χ

Do It!

=          Lesson or Rule to Learn



The Situation

Paul appealed to a rich master to 
forgive a runaway servant and 
take him back on better terms.



What you will read is really not 
ŦŀƛǊ Χ Philemon therich master

does not stand a chance.



Paul combined appeals that are 
incomparably courteous, gracious, 
wise, and powerfully persuasive.



If you ever had to read, write, or 
deliver a persuasive speech, this 
one trumps any human effort.

(Comparethe epistle of Caius Pliny in a similar situation.)



Will you learn this kind of gentle 
love of one another with me so 
we can be ONE as Jesus prayed?



tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƳŀƴΦ
Do not doubt it

He had more zeal than Jehu, but 
he knew how to use it wisely,

and he continued zealous.



13 For ye haveheard of my conversationin time past in the
WŜǿǎΩreligion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the
churchof God,andwastedit:
14 Andprofited in theWŜǿǎΩreligionabovemanymy equalsin
mine own nation, being more exceedinglyzealous of the
traditionsof my fathers.

Galatians 1:13-14



[ŜǘΩǎ ƎƻΗ

Philemon is between Titus and 
Hebrews and overlooked

to our own loss.





Lǘ Ƙŀǎ нр ǾŜǊǎŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ WǳŘŜ Χ

but it is totally different from Jude 
and his scathing condemnation of 

apostates and false teachers.



Godchose to include in the divine 
library this personal letter about

a private conflict of two men.



Each underlined word or phrase in 
the versesshould be analyzed for
kind wisdom to move Philemon.



Each explanation of the verses
can be used to help you be

a godly peacemaker.



1 Paul,a prisoner of JesusChrist,and Timothy our brother,
unto Philemonour dearlybeloved, andfellowlabourer,

ÅPaul identified himself as a prisoner, not the apostle of the Gentiles.

ÅHe was a prisoner for Jesus. Philemon was not and would have cared.

ÅPaul was not alone, but the excellent Timothy, our brother, was there.

Å¢ƘŜȅ όǇƭǳǊŀƭ άƻǳǊέύ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴ ŀǎ their dearly beloved friend. 

ÅThey included Philemon as a fellowlabourerof these two champions.



Soft Skill #1

Lower your own rank and 
authority to get down.



Soft Skill #2

wŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ Ǌŀƴƪ 
and importance to honor.



2 Andto our belovedApphia, andArchippusour fellowsoldier,
andto the churchin thy house:

ÅThis beloved ApphiaΣ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΦ

ÅArchippus was likely a pastorat Colosse or Laodicea (Col 4:17).

ÅBoth Paul and Timothy were includedόǇƭǳǊŀƭ άƻǳǊέύ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘΦ

ÅThey also greeted the ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜin Colosse.

Å¢ƘŜǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀŘŘŜŘ Χ ŀ ǿƛŦŜ Χ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ Χ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘƻǎŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ



Soft Skill #3

Gently include any dear 
or important persons.



3 Graceto you, and peace,from Godour Fatherand the Lord
JesusChrist.

ÅThis ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎwas to the three and church identified.

ÅNote the plural pronoun you, which requires more than just Philemon.

ÅFollow the pronounsςplural second person (y) and the singular (t).

ÅChristians greet or saluteǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Χ άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ L ŀƳ ŦƛƴŜΦέ

ÅIf Christians invoked God and Christ like this, it would end much folly.



Soft Skill #4

If exhorting a brother, 
always invoke the Lord.



4 I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my
prayers,

ÅNote the singular pronouns for Paul only Χ L Χ Ƴȅ Χ ǘƘŜŜ Χ ƳȅΦ

ÅPaul now went privatewith Philemon for the personal matter at hand.

ÅPaul commended Philemon by thanking God for himin prayers.

ÅPaul praised Philemon by always making mentionof him in his prayers.

ÅPraying for a personis a powerful way to commend and endear them.



Soft Skill #5

A matter of offence or 
conduct is to be private.



9 Debatethy causewith thy neighbourhimself; and discover
not a secretto another:
10 Lesthe that hearethit put thee to shame,andthine infamy
turn not away.

Proverbs 25:9-10



Moreover if thy brother shalltrespassagainstthee, go and tell
him hisfault betweenthee andhim alone: if he shallhearthee,
thou hastgainedthy brother.

Matthew 18:15



Soft Skill #6

Prayer should always 
precede confrontation.



5 Hearingof thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the
LordJesus, andtoward all saints;

ÅPaul told Philemon that he had a great reputation, even in Rome.

ÅHis well-known virtues were faith and love, but Paul put love first.

ÅThis is Paul altering the order to emphasize needed love(see II Peter 1:5-8).

ÅHe Ǉǳǘ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ where it belongs.

ÅtƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ love for all saintswas also known, and Paul would call on it.



Soft Skill #7

Use a reputation where 
possible for your appeal.



Soft Skill #8

Commend those traits 
that will help your case.



6 That the communicationof thy faith may becomeeffectual
by the acknowledgingof every good thing which is in you in
ChristJesus.

ÅThe communication of his faithwas his giving to help needy Christians.

ÅEffectual= effective = achieving its desired or proper result.

ÅGiving to others causes them to praise God about you(II Cor 9:12-14).

Åtŀǳƭ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ excellent trait of charity to be known by all.

ÅAny good that we do contrary to nature is in, by, and to the Lord Jesus.



Soft Skill #9

Commend and praise
the good in the person.



Soft Skill #10

Appeal to your desire for 
others to see his virtues.



7 For we havegreat joy and consolationin thy love, because
the bowelsof the saintsarerefreshedby thee, brother.

Åtŀǳƭ ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳǊŀƭ όάǿŜέύ ǘƻ enhance the praise of Philemon.

ÅtƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ƎŀǾŜ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ great joy and consolation.

Åtŀǳƭ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ faith here, so he could stress brotherly love.

ÅtƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ revived saints in trouble, which Paul would call on.

ÅPaul had called him dearly beloved and fellowlabourer, now brother.



Soft Skill #11

Identify and emphasize 
all the good his traits do.



8 Wherefore, though I might be muchbold in Christto enjoin
thee that whichisconvenient,

ÅPaul appealed to his praiseƻŦ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ

ÅHe kindly reminded Philemon his kingdom authorityas an apostle.

ÅEnjoin= command or require.

ÅHe could have ordered Philemon to it, but he chose a gentler path.

ÅHe introduced his ƭŜǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ as a matter clearly proper and right.



Soft Skill #12

Take the gentlest course 
you can in a first effort.



Soft Skill #13

Do not threaten or warn 
until absolutely needed.



9 Yet for ƭƻǾŜΩǎsakeI rather beseechthee, beingsuchan one
asPaulthe aged, andnow alsoa prisonerof JesusChrist.

ÅSince they were loving friends, Paul would ignore his gospel authority.

ÅBeseech= beg or implore.

ÅInstead of ordering Philemon to a good deed, Paul chose to beg him.

ÅPaul plied Philemon emotionally that he Paul was now an old man.

ÅNot only was Paul old, but he was also an old prisoner for Jesus.



Soft Skill #14

Appeal to brotherly love 
if true and a sound basis.



Soft Skill #15

Emotional appeals to 
circumstances are wise.



Is this verse fair to Philemon?



άLǎ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ 
to hear a simple request from
ǘƘƛǎ ƻƭŘ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ ƛƴ wƻƳŜΚέ



tŀǳƭ ŎǊǳƴŎƘŜŘ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ōƻƴŜǎΦ
Proverbs 25:15



By long forbearing is a prince persuaded,and a soft tongue
breakeththe bone.

Proverbs 25:15



10 I beseechthee for my sonOnesimus,whomI havebegotten
in my bonds:

ÅPaul used beseechagain ςto beg or implore ςin successive sentences.

ÅBefore naming Onesimus and the request, Paul called him my son.

ÅtƘƛƭŜƳƻƴ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ Χ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ own son.

ÅThen Paul immediately declared the runaway as a converted man.

ÅAnd for the third time, Paul reminded Philemon he was in prison.



Soft Skill #16

Emphasize any affection 
or connection to help.



Soft Skill #17

Appeal to any standing in 
Christ of involved parties.



11 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now
profitable to theeandto me:

ÅPaul identified any fault of Onesimus as a past eventno longer true.

ÅOnesimus by conversion was now a valuable personto both of them.

ÅOnesimus could and would benefit Philemon, if he took him back.

ÅOnesimus was valuable to Paul, which he would give up for Philemon.

ÅHe granted in the next verses that he belonged to Philemon first.



Soft Skill #18

Identify any change in 
facts that alters the case.



Soft Skill #19

Appeal to the profit of 
making the right choice.



12 Whom I havesent again: thou therefore receivehim, that
is,mineown bowels:

ÅThis runaway did not return only on his own but ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜǊǊŀƴŘ.

ÅOnesimus returned voluntarily by tŀǳƭΩǎ advice and with his reference.

ÅTherefore, Philemon should receive Onesimus ōȅ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ.

ÅSince Paul was involved in the deal as stated, it was like receiving Paul.

ÅPaul appealed emotionally to his affection (bowels) for Onesimus.



Soft Skill #20

Go to bat and commit 
yourself for another party.



Soft Skill #21

Evoke as much sympathy 
as you can for all involved.



13 WhomI would haveretainedwith me, that in thy steadhe
might haveministeredunto me in the bondsof the gospel:

ÅPaul told Philemon he desired to keep Onesimuswith him in Rome.

ÅThis was a strong endorsement of hƴŜǎƛƳǳǎΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ.

ÅPhilemon was not in Rome, but Onesimus helped Paul as by Philemon.

ÅPaul mentioned his imprisonmenta fourth time; did Philemon get it?

ÅOnesimus was an asset to Paul, but ƘŜ ǿŀǎ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ōȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ.



Soft Skill #22

Admit you get along well 
with the one they resent.



Soft Skill #23

Appeal to your pain by 
choosing to confront.



Parents may tell a child a
spanking hurts them more than 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŀƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭΦ



14 But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit
shouldnot beasit wereof necessity, but willingly.

ÅPaul allowed Philemon to be in chargeof the location of Onesimus.

ÅWhether in Rome or Colosse, Paul wanted Philemon to decidehimself.

ÅPaul appealed to his self-denial to send Onesimus back to Philemon.

ÅOnesimus could have helped Paul, but he would not betray Philemon.

ÅPhilemon could benefitby Onesimus, either in Rome or in Colosse.



Soft Skill #24

Put the burden of choice 
and action on the person.



Soft Skill #25

Show the benefit to be 
gained by their wisdom.



15 Forperhapshe therefore departedfor a season, that thou
shouldestreceivehim for ever;

ÅPaul appealed to the providence of God for the benefit of Philemon.

ÅPaul drew the dotsƻŦ hƴŜǎƛƳǳǎΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ for good.

Åtŀǳƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴŀǿŀȅΩǎ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ like Joseph in Egypt.

ÅEverything that happened had turned to tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƎƻƻŘ.

Å¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ his reception of Onesimus.



Soft Skill #26

All events of time are by 
DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘΦ



Soft Skill #27

Maximum profit requires 
our trusting obedience.



16 Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother
beloved, speciallyto me, but how muchmore unto thee, both
in the flesh,andin the Lord?

ÅPaul went further ςOnesimus was no longer merely a pagan servant.

ÅHe was now a brother in Christ fit for brotherly love and agreement.

ÅPaul considered him such to himselfon a very high scale of usefulness.

ÅBut he saw how much more valueOnesimus could be to Philemon.

ÅNot only did he have fleshly gifts, but was now a committed Christian.



Soft Skill #28

If a brother is involved,
remindof brotherhood.



Soft Skill #29

Appeal to all the benefits
in the flesh and in Christ.



This squeeze is unmatched
in short letters by any

writer anywhere.



Philemon is being manipulated
to godliness by a master

in the Holy Ghost.



!ƴŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ
we have a private letter

shared with us.



God addressed slavery by 
rules for servants and 

masters, like for 
marriage.



A Christian would not be crushed 
by servitude or slavery, as 40% of 
the Roman world was servants.

(I Cor7:20-24; Gal 3:28; Tit 2:9-10; I Pet 2:18-23)



FromtheǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΩǎview,
duty was not altered by a
pagan orChristian master.



1 Let asmanyservantsasare under the yokecount their own
mastersworthy of all honour, that the name of God and his
doctrinebenot blasphemed.
2 And they that havebelievingmasters,let them not despise
them, becausethey are brethren; but rather do them service,
becausethey are faithful andbeloved,partakersof the benefit.
Thesethingsteachandexhort.

I Timothy 6:1-2



17 If thou countme thereforea partner, receivehim asmyself.

ÅPaul appealed to Philemon on the basis of their kingdom relationship.

ÅLŦ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘŜƴȅ their gospel bond.

ÅPaul knew Philemon counted him a partner, but he put him to the test.

ÅAny resentment Philemon had of Onesimus, he was to see him as Paul.



Soft Skill #30

Put the brotherly duty on 
the party to prove it so.



Soft Skill #31

Turn the conflict as if you 
were the offending party.



18 If he hath wrongedthee, or oweth thee ought,put that on
mineaccount;

ÅPaul knew there was wrong and debt, but he reduced its significance. 

ÅPaul had said enough for past offences to hardly be a present concern.

ÅAnything Philemon held against Onesimus, he should charge it to Paul.

ÅHere is where wisdom could bring up 10,000 talents and 100 pence.



Soft Skill #32

Minimize the offence as 
much as justly possible.



Soft Skill #33

When you can, take
the offence on yourself.



19 I Paulhavewritten it with mine own hand, I will repay it:
albeit I do not sayto thee how thou owestunto me eventhine
own selfbesides.

ÅPaul did not ordinarily write his epistlesbut used others to do it. 

ÅWriting it himself kept the matter private and was a fit surety bond.

ÅWhatever Philemon still held against Onesimus, Paul would repay it.

ÅPaul gently reminded Philemon he owed Paul his soulby conversion.

ÅNote how Paul gently said he was not saying what he said!Perfect!





Soft Skill #34

Bring every fact to bear 
to prove total privacy.



Soft Skill #35

Remind the party of what 
you have done for them.



Soft Skill #36

Learn to soft sell reproof 
by denying your criticism.



28 And they drew nigh unto the village,whither they went:
andhemadeasthoughhewouldhavegonefurther.
29 But they constrainedhim, saying,Abide with us: for it is
toward evening,and the day is far spent. And he went in to
tarry with them.

Luke 24:28-29



20 Yea,brother, let me havejoy of thee in the Lord: refreshmy
bowelsin the Lord.

ÅPaul told Philemon his Christian obedience would rejoice his heart. 

ÅHe told him that his reception of Onesimus would refresh his bowels.

ÅHe modified both personal blessings as being in the Lord Jesus Christ.

ÅPaul the old prisoner asked a simple favor for his joy and refreshment.



Soft Skill #37

Make a personal appeal 
to the joy you will have.



Soft Skill #38

Explain the kingdom joy 
his godliness could bring.



21 Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee,
knowingthat thou wilt alsodo morethan I say.

ÅPaul appealed to his ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴΩǎ character and conduct. 

ÅTo not do what Paul requested would be to deny his own reputation.

ÅPaul expressed confidence Philemon would go above and beyond.



Soft Skill #39

!ǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
character and reputation.



Soft Skill #40

Remind them of zeal for 
exceeding magnificence.



And Davidsaid,Solomonmy son is youngand tender, and the
house that is to be builded for the LORDmust be exceeding
magnifical,of fame and of glory throughout all countries: I will
therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared
abundantlybeforehisdeath.

I Chronicles22:5



22 But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that
throughyourprayersI shallbe givenunto you.

ÅPaul told Philemon to be ready for his visit in the near future. 

ÅHow could Philemon deny Paul, if he would at his home soon?

ÅPaul asked that Philemon pray for him, which implies agreement.

ÅPaul reverted to plural pronouns (y) for the four parties in Colosse.

ÅPaul knew that more than just Philemon were praying for his visit.



Soft Skill #41

Promise gentle follow-up 
to encourage action.



Soft Skill #42

Pray about it; prayer says 
agreement and action.



23 Theresalute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisonerin Christ
Jesus;

ÅPaul told Philemon there were other kingdom servants saluting him. 

ÅEpaphras had been pastor of Colosse, but was now in prison (Col 1:7; 4:2).

ÅKingdom servants saluting Philemon would be kind and wise pressure.

ÅThis is the fifth reference of Paul being in prison. Did Philemon get it?



24Marcus,Aristarchus,Demas,Lucas,my fellowlabourers.

ÅPaul told Philemon there were other kingdom servants saluting him. 

ÅThese glorious kingdom menare also listed in Colossians 4:9-14.

ÅIt is very likely that Paul wrote Colossians at the same time from Rome.

ÅIt is very likely that Paul sent both epistles to Colosse by Onesimus.

ÅColossians calls Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother (Col 4:9).



25 The graceof our Lord JesusChrist be with your spirit.
Amen.

ÅThis common closing ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎwas to the three and church identified.

ÅNote the plural pronoun your, which means more than just Philemon.

ÅThe grace of Jesus Christ is for, upon, and with obedient Christians.

ÅChristians ƎǊŜŜǘ ƻǊ ǎŀƭǳǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Χ άDƻǘǘŀ ƎƻΣ .ȅŜΦέ



Subscription to the Epistle
Written from Rome to Philemon, by Onesimus a servant.

ÅThis is uninspired matter, but very likely true for internal reasons. 

ÅOnesimus is listed with Tychicusas coming from Paul to Colosse (4:7-9).

ÅThe subscription to Colossians includes Tychicus and Onesimus.



What you have read is really not 
ŦŀƛǊ Χ Philemon therich master

did not stand a chance.



Paul combined appeals that are 
incomparably courteous, gracious, 
wise, and powerfully persuasive.



If he had to, Paul could be very 
authoritative and demanding, if 
his gentle appeals did not work.



1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meeknessand
gentlenessof Christ, who in presenceam baseamongyou,but
beingabsentambold toward you:
2 But I beseechyou, that I maynot be bold whenI am present
with that confidence,wherewith I think to be bold against
some,whichthink of usasif we walkedaccordingto the flesh.

II Corinthians 10:1-2



Did Paul manipulate Philemon?

Of course!  Yes!  For godliness!



Did Paul flatter Philemon?

Of course not!  Not even close!



Will you learn this kind of gentle 
love of one another with me so 
we can be ONE as Jesus prayed?



Will you be peacemakers in this 
church and put any brothers
at one again, like Paul did?



Blessedare the peacemakers: for they shall be called the
childrenof God.

Matthew 5:9



²Ƙƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜ ǘƻ Χ 
ŜǾŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ Χ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ
gentle like Jesus and Paul
for peace, unity, and joy?



Blessedare the peacemakers: for they shall be called the
childrenof God.

Matthew 5:9



Let us have the beautiful and 
aromatic church that David
wrote about in Psalm 133.



Behold,how goodand how pleasantit is for brethren to dwell
togetherin unity!

Psalm 133:1



5ƛŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴ ǿƻǊƪΚ

Church history says it did, and we 
would be fools to think otherwise.




