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Is Jonah worth our time?



Were Balaam, Jehoiada, Samson?

http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/balaam.pdf
http://www.letgodbetrue.com/pdf/jehoiada-kingly-priest-slides.pdf
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Jonah is NOT in the Hall of Faith.



Unless he is in
άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎέ

of Hebrews 11:32.



But Jonah has a book of the Bible 
named after him, which the

other three did not.



But Jonah was used by Jesus as an 
example for His own burial

and resurrection.



But Jonah was used by Jesus to 
condemn His generation that
did not repent like Nineveh.



Skeptics love Jonah because
they make it a fable that

discredits the Bible.



Jonah is probably the most 
ridiculed book in the Bible,

but we gladly believe it.



It is 4 chapters
and 48 verses
of our Bible.



16 All scriptureis givenby inspirationof God,and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction,for instructionin righteousness:
17 Thatthe manof Godmaybe perfect,throughly
furnishedunto all goodworks.

II Timothy 3:16-17



For whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, that we through
patienceandcomfort of the scripturesmight have
hope.

Romans 15:4



AndJesusansweredhim, saying,It is written, That
man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word of God.

Luke 4:4



Three Kinds of Slides

AndJesusansweredhim, saying,It iswritten,
Thatmanshallnot liveby breadalone,but by
everyword of God.

Luke 4:4
=         DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ

Jonah, an early prophet, lived
no later than the reign of

Jeroboam II of Israel.
II Kings 14:25

=          Supporting Information

²ƘŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ
tells you to do
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Χ

Do It!

=          Lesson or Rule to Learn



Jonah, an early prophet, lived
no later than the reign of 

Jeroboam II of Israel.
II Kings 14:25

ό5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ WǳŘŀƘΩǎ
kings Amaziah and Uzziah.)



Herestoredthe coastof Israelfrom the enteringof
Hamathunto the seaof the plain,accordingto the
word of the LORDGodof Israel,whichhe spakeby
the hand of his servantJonah, the son of Amittai,
the prophet,whichwasof Gathhepher.

II Kings 14:25



Learn to find the book of Jonah.

Knowing the location of all 66 
books is important for you.



Now the word of the LORDcameunto Jonahthe
sonof Amittai, saying,

Jonah 1:1



²ƘŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 
tells you to do
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Χ

Do It!



Thenshall I not be ashamed,when I haverespect
unto all thy commandments.

Psalm 119:6



LŦ ǿŜ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ 
by not doing them, we will

be shamed by our folly.



Good men have laughed about 
Jonah for 3000 years, because
God uniquely chastened him

and his book ends with
his terrible attitude.



DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
win-win, so be glad
to do it with zeal.



Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry
againstit; for their wickednessis come up before
me.

Jonah 1:2



Nineveh?

No way!

They were God-hating
Assyrian pagans!







Nineveh was built by men
ƻŦ bƛƳǊƻŘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ
the Tower of Babel.



8 And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a
mightyonein the earth.
10 And the beginningof his kingdomwas Babel,
and Erech,and Accad,and Calneh,in the land of
Shinar.
11 Out of that landwent forth Asshur,andbuilded
Nineveh, andthe city Rehoboth,andCalahΧ.

Genesis 10:8-12





Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry
againstit; for their wickednessis come up before
me.

Jonah 1:2



Now Ninevehwasan exceedinggreatcity of three
ŘŀȅǎΩjourney.

Jonah 3:3



ΧNineveh,that great city, whereinare more than
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern
betweentheir right handandtheir left handΧ.

Jonah 4:11



Nineveh was a huge city
on the east side of the

great Tigris River.



It was one of the wonders of the 
world and the greatest city

on earth for some time.



It was larger than Babylon,
and it predated Babylon

in world reputation.







Nineveh was so large,
60 miles around,
that it took 3 days
to walk around it.



A Few Facts about Nineveh

ÅIt was the capital city of the Assyrian Empire.
ÅKing Sennacherib lived there, the enemy of the Jews.
ÅIt was 60 miles around, so 3 days to walk around it all.
ÅIts extrapolated population was around 1.6 million.
ÅThe city wall was 100 ft. high with three chariot lanes.
ÅIt had 1500 wall towers, each 200 ft. high, every 200 ft.
ÅIt took 1.4 million men laboring eight years to build it.
ÅGod later destroyed it and foretold its ruin in Nahum.
ÅBabylon then replaced it as the greatest city on earth.



Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry
againstit; for their wickednessis come up before
me.

Jonah 1:2



God wanted Jonah to warn 
Nineveh of destruction
if they did not repent.



God sees all the 
ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎΣ 
and He will judge it.



Size or prosperity of
a city or nation or 
church does not 

impress Him.



God used prophets 
and apostles to 
reprove men.

John 16:8-11



The gospel of God is 
not the sweet froth

of most pulpits today.



But Jonahrose up to flee unto Tarshishfrom the
presenceof the LORD, and went down to Joppa;
and he found a ship goingto Tarshish: so he paid
the fare thereof, andwent down into it, to go with
them unto Tarshish from the presence of the
LORD.

Jonah 1:3



Of course, Jonah was still a 
believer in Jehovah, as we

will learn, but he would not
ƻōŜȅ Ƙƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ





¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŦƭŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
presence, only His
place of worship.



Why did Jonah do this?

He hated the Ninevites.
He was a true nationalist.
tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ōŜŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ

He had no love for souls.
IŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΦ

He knew God would save.
Nineveh would survive.



He should have remembered the 
failed attempt of Adam and Eve
to hide from God for their sin.





When you find a ship 
while fleeing God,
know He sent it.



When you find a ship 
while fleeing God,
do not get on it!



God chose rebels for the ministry, 
even some of His best men.
(Ps 68:18; Ex 4:10-13; Jer 1:5; I Cor 9:16-18)



God chose rebels for the ministry, 
even some of His best men.
(Ps 68:18; Ex 4:10-13; Jer 1:5; I Cor 9:16-18)



But the LORDsent out a great wind into the sea,
andthere wasa mighty tempestin the sea,sothat
the shipwaslike to bebroken.

Jonah 1:4




