
Balaam the Prophet



Balaam the Prophet

An Ass and a Soothsayer



Pastor,
do you mean

this Bible story?









Yes!
But there is more 
to the story than 
a talking donkey.



.ŀƭŀŀƳΩǎ ŦƻƭƭȅΦ
Great prophecies.
.ŀƭŀŀƳΩǎ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎΦ
Excellent lessons.



[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀǎ 
they got near Canaan, 

the promised land.





Moab was afraid of 
Israel and did not 
know what to do.



We need to learn 
about two men:
Balak & Balaam.



Balak, king of Moab, 
was terrified by Israel 
after they destroyed 
the nearby Amorites.



Balaam was a false 
prophet that used 

sorcery and witchcraft 
to bless or curse men.



Balak, king of Moab,
offered to honor
and pay Balaam
to curse Israel.





Balaam is found 
in eight books
of the Bible.



The main record 
is three chapters, 
Numbers 22-24.



Baalpeor is in
at least another 

three books.



11 books
of the Bible!



Three Words to Learn about Balaam

ÅDivination: Trying to foretell the future by
useof sorceryor witchcraft (Numbers22:7).

ÅEnchantments: Useof sorceryor magic to
bewitchor curseor givepowers (Numbers24:1).

ÅSoothsayer:  A person that tries to predict or 
foretell the future; prognosticator  (Josh 13:22).

ÅThe Bible clearly condemns all three as sins.



Did God talk
to this false 
prophet?



Only when He 
wanted to use 
Balaam for His 

own glory!



Like when God 
used Satan to 

test Job.



Like when God 
used Caiaphas
to honor Jesus.



Other such persons in 
ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀǊŜ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ 
magicians, Simon the 

sorcerer, the damsel of 
Philippi, and so forth.



Balaam obeyed 
God at first, then 
compromised.



When Balak 
asked him again, 
Balaam listened.



Balaam loved 
money and 

wanted to go.



God let him go 
but showed His 

anger at Balaam.



15 Which have forsakenthe right way, and
are goneastray,following the way of Balaam
the son of Bosor, who loved the wagesof
unrighteousness;

II Peter 2:15-16





Ass = Donkey







Balaam Rode His Ass to Curse Israel

Å¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎ ǎŀǿ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƴƎŜƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ

ÅThe ass left the road and went into a field.

ÅBalaam hit his ass for leaving the road.

Å¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘ .ŀƭŀŀƳΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǿŀƭƭΦ

ÅBalaam hit his ass again for crushing his foot.



Balaam Rode His Ass to Curse Israel

ÅThe ass then fell down to avoid the angel.

ÅBalaam smote his ass again for falling down.

ÅThen God gave the ass the ability to talk.

ÅThe following donkey talk truly took place.

Å¢ƘŜ ŘƻƴƪŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƭƪ Χ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻǳƴǘΗ





The Ass Said:

What have I done unto 
thee, that thou hast 
smitten me these

three times?



Balaam Said:

Because thou hast 
mocked me: I would 

there were a sword in 
mine hand, for now 

would I kill thee.



The Ass Said:

Am not I thine ass, 
upon which thou hast 
ridden ever since I was 

thine unto this day?



The Ass Said:

Was I ever wont to do 
so unto thee?



Balaam Said:

Nay.





The Angel Said:

Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass

these three times?



The Angel Said:

Unless she had turned 
from me, surely now 
also I had slain thee, 
and saved her alive.








