
Jesus Is the Son of God 

The Sonship Controversy 

Simplified and Settled 



Here is the Controversy  -  1 

Incarnate Sonship 
 
Jesus is Son of God by His 
miraculous conception in 
Mary by God the Father. 

Eternal Sonship 
 
The Word of God is Son of 
God by eternal generation  
by God the Father. 



Here is the Controversy  -  2 

Incarnate Sonship 
 
It is /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ humanity that 
God begat that made Him 
the Son of God by flesh. 

Eternal Sonship 
 
It is /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ divinity that 
God begat that made Him 
the Son of God in deity. 



Here is the Controversy  -  3 

Incarnate Sonship 
 
The deity of Jesus Christ is 
absolutely underived in 
any sense; He is Jehovah. 

Eternal Sonship 
 
The deity of Jesus Christ is 
begotten and derived; He 
is a begotten God. 



Here is the Controversy  -  4 

Incarnate Sonship 
 
Following Bible language 
consistently rejects most 
heresies of Jesus Christ. 

Eternal Sonship 
 
hǊƛƎŜƴΩǎ ideas and words 
intended a lesser God, 
which Arians & W²Ωǎ used. 
 



Here is the Controversy  -  5 

Incarnate Sonship 
 
Jesus in His divine nature 
is LORD Jehovah, without 
derivation of any kind. 

Eternal Sonship 
 
Jesus in His divine nature 
is begotten God, derived 
from and less than God. 



What is the Sonship Controversy? 

ÅIt is a conflict for the deity and identity of Jesus. 
 

ÅMost Christians in the pew understand it as we do. 

 

ÅIt is a conflict between Biblicism and philosophy. 
 

ÅIs it a conflict?  Question eternal sonship and see? 

 

ÅwƻƳŜΩǎ followers fought our ancestors and us.  



The identity of Jesus is 
the most important 
Bible fact to know.  



It is one of the chief 
landmarks of our faith.  



Men and churches 
argued and fought 

about this topic 
ōȅ {ŀǘŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŜǎΦ  



Who is the 
Son of God? 



Men have made this 
subject complicated 

and mysterious. 



But it is not so Χ 
to Bible Christians! 



It is all plain to Him 
that understandeth. 

Proverbs 8:9 

 



It is right to them 
that find knowledge. 

Proverbs 8:9 

 



God reveals things to 
babes He hides from 

the wise and prudent. 
Matt 11:25-27 
I Cor 1:18-20 
I Cor 3:18-20 
Job 32:6-10 

Ps 119:98-100 



Warning of Christ Heresies  -  1 

άBeware lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.έ 

Colossians 2:8-9 

 

ÅLet us be cautious, on guard, wary, and vigilant. 
 

ÅAll men are liars, so any man can bring heresy. 
 

ÅPaul condemned Greek ideas and Jewish legalism. 



Warning of Christ Heresies  -  2 

ά.ŜǿŀǊŜ lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.έ 

Colossians 2:8-9 

 

ÅWe can be stripped, pillaged, plundered of truth. 
 

ÅPhilosophy = natural reasoning over revelation. 
 

ÅVain deceit = lies of men in pride and false science. 



Warning of Christ Heresies  -  3 

ά.ŜǿŀǊŜ lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.έ 

Colossians 2:8-9 

 

ÅTradition = what dead men speculated to be truth. 
 

ÅRudiments = elementary facts of world and Jews. 
 

ÅThe danger is heresy about Jesus Christ  (Col 2:1-4). 



Warning of Christ Heresies  -  4 

ά.ǳǘ I fear Χ as the serpent beguiled Eve Χ so your 
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that 
is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another 
Jesus Χ ye might well bear with him.έ 

II Corinthians 11:3-4 

 

ÅThe doctrine of Christ and salvation is quite simple. 
 

ÅSatan attacked foundation truth then and now. 
 

ÅThere is more than one Jesus ς we hate all others. 



The Sonship of Jesus Christ 

ÅSatan, like in Eden, lies to men Χ by false teachers. 

 

ÅThey will make simple gospel things complicated. 
 

ÅThey will confuse or deny that Jesus is fully God. 
 

ÅThey will confuse or deny plain Bible statements. 
 

ÅThey will mix pagan philosophy into the gospel. 



You want an example? 



Of false teachers 
spoiling Christians? 



By philosophy, 
vain deceit, 

tradition of men, 
worldly rudiments? 



Baptism! 



фр҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ 
cannot figure out the 
simplest doctrine and 

practice of the N.T. 



How do they spoil 
Christians about the 
simplest doctrine? 



How can they come up 
with infant sprinkling 

from the Bible? 



By philosophy, 
vain deceit, 

tradition of men, 
worldly rudiments! 



Never forget 
this example! 



Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ Χ 
seminaries, councils, 
ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŜŘǎ Χ 

do not have a clue! 



But they will 
ōŜƭƛǘǘƭŜ Χ mock Χ 

ridicule Χ persecute 
ȅƻǳ Χ ŦƻǊ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

the Bible. 



The Sonship of Jesus Christ 

ÅWho Is the Son of God? 
 

ÅHow Is He the Son of God? 
 

ÅWhen did He become the Son of God? 
 

ÅWhere do our adversaries get their ideas? 
 

ÅDo we have enough Bible evidence for the truth? 



Who is the 
Son of God? 



 John the Baptist  

 Elijah  

 A God  

 Jeremiah  

 I AM THAT I AM  

 Another Prophet  

 A Begotten God  



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  1 

 
 
ά²ƘƻǎƻŜǾŜǊ shall confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.έ 

I John 4:15 



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  2 

 
 
ά²Ƙƻ is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of GodΚέ 

I John 5:5 



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  3 

 
 
ά!ƴŘ Philip said, If thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.έ 

Acts 8:37 



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  4 

 
 
άIŜ saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.έ 

Matthew 16:15-16 



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  5 

 
 
ά.ǳǘ these are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name.έ 

John 20:31 



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  6 

 
 
ά!ƴŘ straightway he preached Christ in the 
synagogues, that he is the Son of God.έ 

Acts 9:20 



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  7 

 
 
άWŜǎǳǎ Χ said unto him, Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God? He answered and said, Who is he, 
Lord, that I might believe on him? And Jesus said 
unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that 
talketh with thee.έ 

John 9:35-37 



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  8 

 
 
άCƻǊ of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointedΧ.έ 

Acts 4:27 



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  9 

 
 
ά.ȅ stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that 
signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy 
holy child Jesus.έ 

Acts 4:30 



Jesus Is the Son of God  -  10 

 
 
ά!ƴŘ we believe and are sure that thou art that 
Christ, the Son of the living God.έ 

John 6:69 



Who Is the Son of God? 

ÅThe clearest gospel fact = Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

ÅThis should settle the controversy for all time. 
 

ÅThe Word of God is not the Son of God.  Get this! 
 

ÅThe Word of God made flesh is the Son of God. 
 

ÅThe Man Jesus is the Christ and the Son of God. 



Who or What 
is Jesus? 



Who Is Jesus?  -  1 

 
 
ά¢ƘŜ book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son 
of David, the son of Abraham.έ 

Matthew 1:1 



Who Is Jesus?  -  2 

 
 
ά!ƴŘ she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call 
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins.έ 

Matthew 1:21 



Who Is Jesus?  -  3 

 
 
ά!ƴŘ the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for 
thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, 
and shalt call his name JESUS.έ 

Luke 1:30-31 



Who Is Jesus?  -  4 

 
 
ά!ƴŘ knew her not till  she had brought forth her 
firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.έ 

Matthew 1:25 



Who Is Jesus?  -  5 

 
 
ά!ƴŘ when eight days were accomplished for the 
circumcising of the child, his name was called 
JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he 
was conceived in the womb.έ 

Luke 1:30-31 



Who Is Jesus?  -  6 

 
 
άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ that Jesus Christ of the seed of David 
was raised from the dead according to my gospel:έ 

II Timothy 2:8 



Who Is Jesus?  -  7 

 
 
ά²ƘƻǎŜ are the fathers, and of whom as concerning 
the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed 
for ever. Amen.έ 

Romans 9:5 



Who Is Jesus?  -  8 

 
 
άOf this ƳŀƴΩǎ seed hath God according to his 
promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:έ 

Acts 13:23 



Who Is Jesus?  -  9 

 
 
ά/ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which 
was made of the seed of David according to the 
flesh;έ 

Romans 1:3 



Who Is Jesus? 

ÅJesus is the Man born to Mary and Joseph. 
 

ÅGabriel told Joseph and Mary to name Him Jesus. 
 

ÅNo one was named Jesus before aŀǊȅΩǎ baby boy. 
 

ÅJesus has a birth certificate and birthday in time. 
 

ÅJesus has a full human nature, and He died at 33. 



When was 
Jesus born or 

begotten? 



When Was He Begotten?  -  1 

 
 
ά!ƴŘ the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.έ 

John 1:14 



When Was He Begotten?  -  2 

 
ά!ƴŘ the angel answered and said unto her, The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God.έ 

Luke 1:35 



When Was He Begotten?  -  3 

 
 
ά.ǳǘ when the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the ƭŀǿΣέ 

Galatians 4:4 



When Was He Begotten?  -  4 

 
 
άCƻǊ in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily.έ 

Colossians 2:9 



When Was He Begotten?  -  5 

 
 
ά.ŜƘƻƭŘ, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us.έ 

Matthew 1:23 



When Was He Begotten?  -  6 

 
 
ά!ƴŘ without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in 
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory.έ 

I Timothy 3:16 



When Was He Begotten? 

ÅNot until a flesh being was made for us to behold! 

 

ÅWhen Mary had a baby boy by the power of God. 
 

ÅUntil Jesus on earth with a body ς no begotten Son. 

 

ÅHe was begotten in fullness of time ς of a woman. 

 

ÅBegetting Χ fathering Χ is always and only in time.  



Let us summarize the 
controversy about 

Jesus 



Incarnate Sonship 
The Word of God, Who is God, 

took on a human nature in 
time, which was begotten by 
God through Mary, and was 

named Jesus the Christ. 



Eternal Sonship 
God the Father begat God the 
Son in eternity past, without 
any regard to His humanity, 
by some mysterious process 

of eternal generation. 



***   Incarnate Sonship   *** 

ÅWho is the Son of God?  Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

ÅJesus is the Godman born to Mary 2020 yrs ago. 
 

ÅGod begat the human nature for the Word to join. 

 

ÅHe is absolutely fully Jehovah ς the Word of God! 

 

ÅHe is absolutely fully man ς with a human nature. 



***   Eternal Sonship   *** 

ÅWho is the Son of God?  The Word of God is Son. 
 

ÅThe Word was begotten (fathered) in eternity. 
 

ÅGod begat God in eternity by mystery generation. 
 

ÅJesus Christ is begotten in His divine nature as God. 

 

ÅJesus is a begotten God Χ God of God  (NASB; NWT; JW). 



***   Incarnate Sonship   *** 

ÅWho is the Son of God?  Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

Åάhƴƭȅ ōŜƎƻǘǘŜƴέ refers to His miracle virgin birth. 
 

ÅHe was generated in fullness of time in a woman. 
 

ÅHe is fully Jehovah by being the Word of God. 
 

ÅTrinity is fully Χ I AM THAT I AM Χ in each Person. 



***   Eternal Sonship   *** 

ÅWho is the Son of God?  The Word of God is Son. 
 

Åάhƴƭȅ ōŜƎƻǘǘŜƴέ is a mystical way of begetting. 
 

ÅGenerated in eternity past before all time. 
 

ÅQuestionably God by being generated by God. 

 

ÅTrinity is Χ begotten and proceeding of each other. 



INCARNATE SONSHIP ETERNAL SONSHIP  

Son of God = Jesus Son of God = Word of God 

Jesus is God God is God 

God God of God 

Independent Deity Dependent Deity 

Underived Deity Derived Deity 

Born of Mary Born of God 

Light Light of Light 

Bible Origen 

Consistent use of words Contradictory use of words 

Clear Bible statements Manmade speculations 



INCARNATE SONSHIP ETERNAL SONSHIP  

Human nature Divine nature 

Begotten Son Begotten God 

Word = God Word = Son 

God begat Son God begat God 

With a woman Without a woman 

Miraculous generation Mysterious generation 

Son of God God of God 

Humanity generated Deity generated 

Jesus is Son God is Son 

Fullness of time Eternal Process 

Absolute Deity Doubtful Deity 



INCARNATE SONSHIP ETERNAL SONSHIP  

DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ aŀƴΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ 

Scripture Imagination 

Revelation Speculation 

Saints Scholars 

Faith Philosophy 

Facts Opinions 

Inspiration Tradition 

Apostolic Catholic 

Revealed Mysterious 

Christian Pagan 



Where did this 
gobbledygook 
come from? 



Gobbledygook. 
Language that is meaningless 
or is made unintelligible by 
excessive use of abstruse 

technical terms; nonsense. 



Its not in the Bible! 



Where did it 
come from? 







Origen  (185-254) 

ÅHe was a speculative heretic of Alexandria, Egypt. 

 

ÅDid he do some good? Χ maybe Χ so did Judas. 
 

ÅSmartest to many Χ greatest corrupter to others. 

 

ÅPlatonist/Gnostic philosophy affected his theology. 

 

ÅExtreme, impulsive theologian without constraints. 



hǊƛƎŜƴΩǎ IŜǊŜǎƛŜǎ (a sample) 

Å Denied infallible inspiration of whole Bible 

Å Ridiculed reality of Genesis, Adam, Eden 

Å Infant baptism 

Å Baptismal regeneration 

Å Salvation by works 

Å Universalism (including devil) and no real hell  

Å No resurrection of the body 

Å Allegorization of the Bible (help it fit  Gnostic/Platonic philosophy) 

Å Castrated himself by Matthew 19:12 (Eusebius; Abelard; Gibbon; et. al.)  

Å Preexistence and intermediate state of the soul 

Å Transubstantiation 

 

 

 



hǊƛƎŜƴΩǎ {ƻƴǎƘƛǇ 

ÅGnostic/Platonist philosophy affected his theology. 

 

ÅGod the Father was independent, underived God. 
 

ÅThe Word/Son was derived by άŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ generation.έ 

 

ÅThe ²ƻǊŘκ{ƻƴΩǎ Deity was inferior to the CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ. 

 

ÅJesus = a God and begotten God, but not creature. 



The Nicene Sonship Controversy 

ÅArius saw hǊƛƎŜƴΩǎ opinions made Jesus a creature. 

 

ÅHe attacked doctrine of Alexander of Alexandria. 
 

ÅAthanasius was a young deacon that opposed him. 

 

Åά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ Constantine called a council for peace. 

 

Å318 bishops brought priests and deacons  (1500+) 



Arius  (256-336) 

 
Priest at Alexandria, Egypt 
 
Applied hǊƛƎŜƴΩǎ Christology 
 
Father predated the Son 
 
Eternal generation impossible 
 
Son must be divine Creature 



Athanasius  (296-373) 

 
Bishop of Alexandria, Egypt 
 
Opponent of Arius /  Arianism 
 
27 years old at first Council 
 
Father-Son same substance 
 
Father-Son same eternity 
 
Son by eternal generation 



Constantine the Great  (272-337) 




