
Rightly Dividing 
the Word of Truth 
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Sunday’s Example 

“Not as though the word of God hath taken none 

effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of 

Israel:” (Rom 9:6). 

 

1. We had to divide the word of God three ways. 

2. We had to divide Israel at least two ways. 

3. We had to divide seed and children in 9:7-8. 

4. We will do this again and again in Rom 9-11. 

5. This is common and right in true Bible study. 
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II Timothy 2:15 

 

1. We are told to rightly divide scripture. 

2. This is the method of study God approves. 

3. This protects a man from shame in doctrine. 

4. Such study takes laborious and careful work. 
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Rightly Dividing 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

II Timothy 2:15 

 

1. Ministerial command from Paul to Timothy. 

2. Bible words and concepts must be divided. 

3. If divisions were not needed, Paul would not 

have required it of Timothy and all pastors. 
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Divide.  To separate (a thing) into parts, or (a 
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To separate into classes; to distinguish the 

kinds of; to class, classify.  Formerly, in 

scholastic use, To draw distinctions with regard 

to; also absolutely: = [Distinguish] 
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Distinguish. To make a distinction in or with 

respect to; esp., in scholastic use, to draw 

distinctions between various meanings of (a 

word or statement); hence, to make subtle 

distinctions. 

 

To make or draw a distinction; to perceive or 

note the difference between things; to exercise 

discernment; to discriminate.  
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• We know studying from other places. 

 

• We know God approves honest preaching. 

 

• We know the ministry involves much work. 

 

• We want to avoid shame by misusing scripture. 

 

• DIVIDING is crucial – a rule for godly hermeneutics. 
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workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

 

The NIV 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one 

approved, a workman who does not need to be 

ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 

truth. 

 



 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
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The NCV 
Make every effort to give yourself to God the 

kind of person he will approve. Be a worker who 

is not ashamed and who uses the true teaching 

in the right way. 

 



 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

 

The CEV 
Do your best to win God's approval as a worker 

who doesn't need to be ashamed and who 

teaches only the true message. 

 



 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

 

The MESSAGE 
Concentrate on doing your best for God, work 

you won't be ashamed of, laying out the truth 

plain and simple. 
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